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BG: Rising Above

T

here’s never been a better time to be a part of the BG family. Our faculty, staff,
students and families have been hard at work, carefully crafting a higher quality
experience for today’s students and future generations of Marauders. I am especially
proud of the excellent educational opportunities BG provides.
The new associate degree program (pg. 4) gives students an unparalleled opportunity
to obtain an associate degree from one of our partner colleges while receiving a high
school diploma.
We have integrated advanced technology deeply into the learning experience (pg.
6). Teachers are using applications wherein students can learn more than through an
old-school lecture. Teachers have been learning and growing their own knowledge and
skills to be at the forefront of education.
Our curriculum (pg. 5) has been expanding and evolving in many ways to give our
students the best education possible, preparing them for both college and career.
Beyond the classroom, students take part in rigorous extracurricular activities (pg.
10) that provide them with well-rounded resumes and a full range of interests: athletics,
Peer Ministry (pg. 13), Scholastic Quiz Team (pg. 19) and more.
BG provides the best opportunity possible for students in our local community,
thanks to generous gifts from alumni, family and friends. As you flip through this
edition of Purple & Gold, you’ll see the impact you make on our students and our
school. Discover all the ways our students are thriving, thanks to our donors like you.
Joe Adams, President

We Asked… You Shared:
Why Do You Give to BG?
“My Bishop Guilfoyle graduating class is still
there for each other, like a family. More impor‑
tantly, attending BG helped me to put my faith
at the center of my life, and my faith continues
to grow.”
— Brian Isenberg ‘09

Keep reading on pg. 26…
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Leading Our Students Into the Future

Q&A with Principal Joan Donnelly and Vice Principal Michael Cacciotti
Q: How has Bishop Guilfoyle grown and changed
since last year?
Joan: New initiatives in place for the 2017-2018 school year
include the inaugural year for the Fine Arts Associate Degree
Program; Professor in Residence Introduction to Engineering
I, II and STEM courses; an online AP Computer Application
course; a Level 4 Chinese course; Honors 8 curriculum; and a
Catholic Discipleship Religion course.

BG is committed to fostering
programs that meet the needs of
our students in a technological
and global world.
Q: What excites you most about BG, now and in the
future?
Joan: I am proud of the fact the Bishop Guilfoyle is rising to
the challenge to meet the needs of our ever-changing world
by providing a school environment that’s engaging students
in their education and creates differentiated venues for
students to find and develop their passions.
Also, I’m impressed by the buy-in from the faculty, staff
and students toward creating and growing the best BG we
can. There is a dynamic in our school
culture that calls us to be more, do more…
we have employees and students thriving in
this culture.
Michael: I’m excited by the commitment
and caring environment that our faculty
brings to the school on a daily basis.
Vice Principal
Q: What are your main goals for
Michael
students this semester?
Cacciotti
Joan: My goal for each student is to be the
best they can be as individuals — to be well-rounded students
demonstrating strong academic performance, community
leadership, confidence, compassion, integrity, creativity and
critical thinking.

Q: What about your goals for the
faculty and administration?
Joan: A goal for the faculty and
administration is to help each student
identify his or her personal goals and
passion, and provide opportunities leading
to success. I’m looking for a commitment
to demonstrate and deliver positive
Principal Joan
results. The teachers exhibit an enthusiasm
Donnelly
for their responsibility as educational
leaders. They have been active participants in embracing
the training relative to the presence of the learning pyramid
in all academic areas, thus affording each other peer and
partnership resources.
Teachers started the school year with a week of in-services.
Topics included: bullying awareness and prevention, suicide
prevention policy, naloxone (narcan) training, crisis planning,
SAP (student assistance program), first aid and the learning
pyramid.

There is a dynamic in our
school culture that calls us
to be more, do more. We have
employees and students
thriving in this culture.
Ongoing professional development throughout the school
year will focus on addressing student achievement and
performance (through course assessments and standardized
test results), a revision of the planned course of studies, the
learning pyramid and defining programs (such as college and
career counseling and campus ministry).
Q: What do you think families considering BG should
know?
Joan: BG creates a competitive learning environment. The
return on investment in a BG education is evidenced by the
high percentage (77 percent of the Class of 2017) graduating
with significant college credit. BG is committed to fostering

Keep reading on pg. 27…
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College Starts Here: Students Can Earn
Associate Degree with High School Diploma
Partnership with Mount Aloysius College offers Cost-Savings,
Competitive Edge

BG

has taken its commitment to dual enrollment in
higher education to a whole new level. The College
Degree in High School program gives students a unique opportunity to earn an Associate degree while working toward
a high school diploma. The program is a partnership with
Mount Aloysius College, where leaders worked with BG to
create a unique opportunity that makes the leap into higher
learning both more streamlined and more affordable.
“We’ve had many students in the past earn 20-plus college
credits through dual enrollment,” says Emily Barkman,
school counselor, “but now we can offer our students the
opportunity to earn a degree from an accredited college.
Students will actually graduate from Bishop Guilfoyle and
Mount Aloysius during the same month.”

With the cost of education
rising and the demand for
degrees beyond a Bachelor’s
becoming commonplace, getting
a jump-start on a potential
Bachelor degree while in high
school makes sense financially.
Major Savings in the Face of Rising
College Tuition
It’s a concept that directly impacts students, and their parents,
in a big way financially. While at BG, students can earn two
years of a four-year college degree, saving money on room
and board and, of course, tuition. The program, which takes
place over all four years at BG, allows students to earn an
Associate degree for just $12,000.
“With the cost of education rising and the demand for
degrees beyond a Bachelor’s becoming commonplace, getting
a jump-start on a potential Bachelor degree while in high
4 / bishopguilfoyle.org / FALL 2017

Students in the College Degree in High School program are
better prepared for self-management and the rigor of the
college experience.

school makes sense financially,” says Barkman.

A Richer College Experience
Mount Aloysius credits earned in the program will transfer for students seeking to continue their higher education
at other colleges and universities. Students who continue
toward a four-year degree at The Mount will have a seamless
transition.
Barkman adds that when students transfer to other colleges or universities, they may have an advantage in developing their course schedule and allocating time for extracurricular activities, research projects and volunteer opportunities
— key elements of the BG experience that many students are
interested in pursuing in college.
“At most other schools, the student will apply as a transfer student rather than a first-year. This distinction can help
with scheduling classes and accelerating the time it takes to
complete a degree, allowing students to take advantage of internships, athletics, research and service without the pressure
of a full class schedule,” she says.

In the Classroom and Beyond
Pioneering the Changing Landscape of
Education
Education is changing and BG is committed to both following emerging best practices and leading the way as an innovator. The College Degree in High School program was created
out of a desire to find new ways for students to succeed in
higher education.
Barkman says the program forges new paths that students
are seeking for goal-setting and independence.
“Our students are go-getters,” she says. “They look for opportunities for advancement; and adding an Associate degree
program fit into their existing drive and ambition.”
The jump start, she adds, requires learning the new levels

of time management and leadership that are a big part of
succeeding in college. By the time students reach a four-year
program, they’ll be well prepared for the rigor and need to
self-manage.

How to Apply
Interested students must apply before their freshman year;
the program begins in 9th grade. The application process
reviews transcripts, test scores and the high school readiness
tests already required for all incoming BG freshmen. Students who are accepted will be issued an acceptance letter by
Mount Aloysius.

New Year Brings Renewed Commitment to
Student Success

Advanced Curriculum and Personalized Teaching Methods Set BG Apart

W

ith the growing and changing curriculum and teaching
methods at BG, come unprecedented opportunities for
students. This year alone, BG has introduced five new courses, including an Honor’s Program, AP Computer Science
Principles, Coding, Chinese 4 and a Catholic Discipleship
Course. Meanwhile, teachers are putting innovative teaching

methodologies into practice to spur student achievement and
encourage students to take ownership for their education.

Continuous Curriculum Improvement
Teachers and administrators at BG know better than anyone
the importance of expanding curriculum each year. By rolling
out new programs and course selections, BG is giving students the tools they need to succeed in a constantly changing
and an increasingly competitive society. The Coding and
Introduction to Engineering/STEM classes, for example, help
students develop research and programming skills that are
tantamount to success in these fields.

Teaching Methods Matter

New methodologies spur student achievement and encourage ownership of the educational experience.

You might think improving the curriculum is all that matters.
In reality, a competitive curriculum and effective teaching
methods are both critical to student success.
At BG, teachers take a personalized approach to learning.
Rather than approaching a subject with a single traditional
teaching method, such as a basic lecture, teachers encourage
students to ask questions and seek out the answers on their own.
“In this particular setting, the teacher is almost baiting
students to start thinking about a question, and there are no

Keep reading on pg. 7…
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Screen Time

Students Graduate BG College- and Career-Ready Thanks to Tech in the
Classroom

Y

ou might associate screen time with a generation of kids
glued like zombies to smart phones and iPads. You’ll
be delighted to know technology is an incredibly valuable
teaching tool, making a positive impact in the classroom,
and in students’ personal study time. At BG, administrators
and teachers driving a classroom evolution, effectively
using technology to help better prepare students for higher
education and the workforce.

Technology is an incredibly valuable teaching tool, making
a positive impact in the classroom and in students’ personal
study time.

What is One-to-One?
The current iteration of tech in the classroom is “one-to-one:”
giving each student a device — typically a tablet or laptop —
to use as his or her own for the duration of the school year.
Giving every student guaranteed access to their own device
has been an important advancement in incorporating classroom into school settings, most notably because it levels the
playing field, giving every student access to the same technology regardless of his or her family’s financial circumstances.
Some schools also report other, possibly surprising, benefits
of one-to-one access in the classroom: boosts in creativity,
focus and engagement, and decreases in behavioral problems.
6 / bishopguilfoyle.org / FALL 2017

Right now, thanks to support from donors who see tech
as a key ingredient to college and career success, every BG
student receives a school-sanctioned Apple iPad for the
academic year.

Thanks to support from
donors who see tech as a key
ingredient to college and career
success, every BG student receives
a school-sanctioned Apple iPad for
the academic year.
Technology Director Cathy Schimminger, a former
systems analyst, says the transition to one-to-one at BG has
shown clear results, from the way teachers approach lessons
to how students respond.
“Hands down, the one-to-one initiative has improved our
curriculum and improved the teaching/learning experience
for teachers and students. It offers more resources and opportunities, and helps everyone use their time better,” she says.
“I’m impressed with how teachers have transformed their
classrooms and how students have responded.”

Teachers Training Teachers
Principal Donnelly agrees that teachers have embraced oneto-one and the addition of technology to their classroom
environments, thanks to a group of teachers who emerged as
early adopters.
“The teachers who gravitated toward it became coaches.
We were able to conduct small group trainings with these
teachers leading,” Donnelly says. “We have a lot of veteran
teachers, and we wanted them to feel good and confident
about it. This approach helped.”

How Students Work From Home
Another tremendous benefit of individual student access to
technology: no more snow days. When bad weather keeps

In the Classroom and Beyond
students and teachers at home, students participate remotely
in classroom activities. Goodbye snow days, hello virtual days!
“The flow of learning isn’t interrupted by the weather,”
Donnelly says. “Teachers can conduct testing, students can
view lectures, post assignments and more.”

Tech Success
This year marks the fifth anniversary of the one-to-one implementation. What does success look like?
The faculty has approved more than 50 apps that aid both
teachers and students. Students have created the very first
school newspaper — The Marauder Mirror — which is, of
course, an online publication. Alumni report easy transitions
in college, where personal devices for class participation and
assignments is the new normal.
As Donnelly puts it, “We’re striving for excellence.” The
one-to-one program is well on its way.

At BG, administrators and teachers are effectively using technology to help better prepare students for higher education
and the workforce.

New Year Brings Renewed Commitment… Continued from pg. 5
answers given,” says Pre-AP facilitator and faculty member
Katrina Brown. “There are just continuous questions that
come from that overarching question.”
In Gina Baker’s pre-AP Biology class for 8th graders,
students had so many questions that she decided to take them
on a field trip to Saint Francis University, where she paired
each student with a professor from one of the connecting
areas of science.
“They posed their questions to the professors and spent
some one-on-one time with them exploring the answers,”
says Brown. “It was a wonderful experience on multiple
levels. Most 8th graders in traditional classrooms don’t get an
opportunity like this.”

The Benefits of a BG Education
Taking part in such a rigorous, college preparatory curriculum has proven to have long-term benefits. The dual enrollment program in particular has given students a leading edge
compared to their peers from other schools. Starting this
year, they’ll have an opportunity to get even farther ahead if
they participate in the new Associate’s Degree program.
Teachers and administrators at BG frequently hear from
students who were able to accelerate their college educations.
Recently, a graduate reported back after heading off to Penn
State. “He proudly reported that he had enough college credits to start as a sophomore and was applying to grad school,”

says Principal Joan Donnelly.
Another student graduating early (this winter) is going off
to study pre-med. Though graduating early wasn’t deliberate,
he’s now able to accelerate his education and get on the fast
track to his career.
Even those who aren’t after an advanced degree are reaping the benefits, like one BG alumnus who entered Penn State
with sophomore status. The perks? He was able to score a
sophomore dorm and parking spot.

A Commitment to Student Success
Donnelly admits that BG isn’t necessarily trying to set a trend
for curriculum philosophy or a blended teaching approach.
“We’re simply trying to provide the best program for our
students,” says Donnelly. “Our goal is to meet the need of
every student that comes into the school.”
Others, such as Vice Principal and Athletic Director
Michael Cacciotti, are able see BG’s methodology in action as
both an administrator and a parent.
“What’s unique as an administrator is you have this all
in black and white and you can put it together and see it in
action,” says Cacciotti, whose daughter is now attending BG.
“[As a parent], that’s all delivered. It’s not just something
you’re hearing. It’s not just something that is put down on
paper. It is happening.”
FALL 2017 / bishopguilfoyle.org / 7
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BG Partnership with Saint Francis University
Supports College Preparedness

Students Take Advantage of Unique Professors in Residence and Study
Abroad Opportunities

J

oining forces to create the Professors in Residence program four years ago was a natural partnership for Bishop
Guilfoyle and Saint Francis University. Both of the Catholic
institutions are under the Diocese of Altoona-Johnston and
share their mission to provide quality education in a faithbased setting.

Launching the Professors in Residence
Program
During the 2013-14 school year, BG and SFU worked together to bring a college professor into BG’s classrooms. The
program began with just one class, Statistics 101 taught by Dr.
Pete Skoner, as a trial.
“It took the visionary leadership of Principal Joan
Donnelly to see the potential benefits of college professors
in the high school classroom,” says Skoner, who has been
instrumental in developing the program into what it is today.
“When she mentioned the possibility, she and I began navigating the logistical challenges to design the system in place.
We sought to bring courses to BG that were not currently
offered, and could expand and supplement the current curriculum, providing new paths to students.”
For both schools, the benefits of the program were obvious. “BG saw this as an opportunity to distinguish these
courses from other college in high school courses by bringing
the college professors into the school and to elevate the quality of BG by providing an experience not available at most
schools,” says Skoner. “SFU saw this as an opportunity to
serve the local community and establish a direct connection
to promote the University to high school students.”

Program Sees Continued Growth Each
Year
Each year since its inception, the program has grown. In its
second year, a second course, Introduction to Business, was
added. An impressive 25 students enrolled in Statistics 101, a
leap from the mere seven students enrolled the first year.
In the program’s third year, a third class was added: Intro8 / bishopguilfoyle.org / FALL 2017

duction to
Exceptionalities, an
introductory course
to special
education.
The latest
addition,
Introduction
to Engineering, came
Saint Francis University brings courses to BG
this fall.
to expand supplement the current curriculum,
Leaders of
providing new paths of success to students.
the program
hope to continue introducing new topics and professors in
the years to come.
Every year, leaders thoughtfully choose a new course to add
— one that will diversify the program’s offering so that all students can participate, regardless of their intended path. According to Skoner, Probability and Statistics was chosen as the first
course because most college majors require statistics, especially
health professions and social sciences. Introduction to Business was a natural next choice, as nearly 20 percent of college
students major in business fields. Introduction to Exceptionalities provides a foundation for students considering education
and therapy careers, and Introduction to Engineering is a great
opportunity for those interested in working in a STEM field.

Preparing Students for College Culture
These four classes each grant students three college credits,
with oversight from four accredited professors at SFU. They
aren’t just about earning credits and exposing students to
college professors and curriculum, though. They serve as an
introduction to an authentic college classroom and prepare
students to take ownership for academic success.
“The college professors hold live class only two days
each week, instead of the typical five days, to be more like a
college classroom schedule,” says Skoner. “On the other days,
students have more responsibility for their own learning,

In the Classroom and Beyond
completing assignments from the professor, completing exams with one of the high school teachers and communicating
with the professor through electronic methods.”
Classes involve in-depth group discussions, lectures,

It broadened my horizons in
ways nothing here could. Not only
has it given me a new perspective on
who I am and where I am from, it has
made me more interested in other
cultures and people.
projects and simulations. With class only two days a week,
students are expected to take initiative. They engage in group
tasks and work together on projects outside of the classroom.
“The courses also use the Canvas learning management
system, a web-based system like those prevalent in college
learning,” Skoner adds.

Study Abroad Experience Broadens
Horizons
Despite the Professors in Residence program’s success, BG
and SFU wanted to take their partnership a step further. The
summer after they launched the program, the schools introduced another unique opportunity for students interested in
dual credit.
BG students now have the option of applying for a study
abroad program in France, hosted by SFU. Participants spend
over a week at the university’s newly renovated facility in
southwestern France. The monastery of Ambialet, where
students stay for the duration of the trip, overlooks a quaint
medieval town just a five-minute walk from their doorstep.
The much larger city of Albi is only 25 minutes away, easily
accessible for day trips.
Kelly Aharrah, assistant director of admissions at SFU,
accompanies the students on their trip, and BG teachers act
as chaperones. Like other Professors in Residence courses,
the classes themselves are taught by an SFU professor.
“Just like when our own college students spend a semester in France, the high school students all come back feeling
transformed and more aware of the rest of the world and
their own communities,” says Skoner.
The study abroad program offers an Honors Fine Arts
credit, and by the end of the summer, students complete a
course entitled Culture and Values. In the classroom, they
learn about medieval Roman Catholic church policies across

Europe, specifically France. Just outside the classroom door,
they can walk down medieval paths in the French countryside, step inside ancient cathedrals and explore the French
cities they’ve just read about. The class meets twice before
departure and twice after the trip, but the majority of their
classes and learning take place abroad.
“There are daily excursions into the countryside to the ruins of castles, floating on the Tarn River, to nearby cities with
incredible architecture and to villages of 50 people just a few
minute’s walk down the hillside,” says Skoner. “The students
live in the SFU residence hall and lead mass in the attached
priory that is nearly 1,000 years old.”
Jacob Kurtz, a BG student who participated in the program,
says the experience exposed him to people and cultures he
otherwise never would have encountered. “The trip to France
helped me develop as a young man,” he says. “It broadened my
horizons in ways nothing here could. Not only has it given me
a new perspective on who I am and where I am from, it has
made me more interested in other cultures and people.”
“Going to France is really a once-in-a-lifetime experience,”
says Katie Axinn, another BG student. “I learned so much
while I was there. You get to do so many amazing things like
kayaking, hiking and trying delicious food that you never
thought you would. The class you take is very interesting, and
the teacher, Eric Crema, is very enthusiastic and passionate
about what he does.”

Promoting College Readiness
The benefits of the Professor in Residence program are clear,
whether students are at BG or studying abroad.
“Students are more prepared for college courses that they
will experience when they enroll on a college campus,” he
says. “They know the pace and higher level of independence
of college learning, they know the most common electronic
tools used in college and they develop a positive relationship
with a college professor.”

At the conclusion of the class, students share their
thoughts on the course through a survey. Here’s how
the program has influenced them:
“I enjoyed the independence that not having a
teacher every day for class brought.”
“It was nice seeing a college course modified, and a
nice transition into college.”
“I enjoyed this course, found it challenging and
believe it has helped prepare me for the future.”
FALL 2017 / bishopguilfoyle.org / 9
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Beyond the Classroom

Students Explore Passions, Develop New Interests Balancing Rigorous
Academics with Activities, Clubs and Athletics

T

here are nearly 30 clubs and extracurricular activities at
BG… and that doesn’t include 19 PIAA athletic teams.
Mock Trial, Scholastic Quiz, Classic Movie Club, National
Honor Society, Future Business Leaders of America, Competitive Programming Team, Cheer, Fencing and many more.
Today’s students know that having a well-rounded high
school experience is essential to college applications, but for
most students, participating in activities is about more than
getting into college… it’s about pursuing interests and passions that fuel creativity, excitement and personal growth.
Three outstanding students explain:

in high school productions. BG has secured more than 30
nominations for its past six productions.

Former Pre-AP Student Tackles Freshman
Academics and Pursues Passion for
Drama

In addition to Drama Club, Ellie participates in Students
Against Destructive Decisions (SADD), helping to plan
assemblies and projects that demonstrate how bad decisions
can impact a student’s life. During Red Ribbon Week, SADD
distributes red ribbons to promote drug-free living.
Ellie believes that being involved at school helps students
learn balance, an important skill to develop before heading to
college. She’s also grateful that BG students are encouraged to
think about their long-term goals when considering everything from dual enrollment to extracurricular activities.
“I think it’s important to start thinking about these things as
early as freshman year,” she says. “You have to work hard from
the beginning to follow your dreams and achieve your goals.”

Ellie Irwin started her freshman year after completing BG’s
7th and 8th grade Pre-AP program. According to Ellie, pre-AP has been the most important experience of her academic career.
“Being part of the program really has
changed my life,” she says. “There are
so many opportunities open to me now
thanks to those two years.”
Ellie’s experience is the perfect testament to the program, which is designed to
position students to take advantage of AP
Ellie Irwin
classes and dual enrollment opportunities
in grades 9-12. Pre-AP courses include math, history, English, language arts and biology, which build the foundation
for the rigorous AP curriculum.
While she’s charging hard academically, Ellie hasn’t wasted
a minute of her extra time so far freshman year.
“It’s very easy to get involved,” she says. “For being a small
student body, there’s a lot to do for a wide range of interests.”
Ellie’s main interests are music and theater. She’s hoping
to attend NYU and even planning to pursue a career in the
performing arts. She’s getting a great start at BG. Drama Club
is one of the most popular groups at BG and auditions for
the annual play are open to all students. Making the cut is
an honor and a thrill, especially considering BG’s excellent
track record in the Isaac Awards, which recognizes excellence
10 / bishopguilfoyle.org / FALL 2017

Being part of the program
really has changed my life.
There are so many opportunities
open to me now thanks to those
two years.

Reaching for Her Personal Best as a
Writer and a Runner
How many high school sophomores
can include published author and assistant professor on their resume? Olivia
Butler’s creative writing skills in the
classroom caught the attention of English teacher Mrs. Brown, leading to an
incredible opportunity at Saint Francis
University.
Olivia Butler
Mrs. Brown encouraged Olivia to
apply for a summer research program at Saint Francis after
her freshman year. She was accepted and spent the summer
working as an assistant professor in the English department,
producing published poetry based on her own research and
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experiences.
The experience has encouraged Olivia to pursue a Humanities program in college, and thanks to the hands-on
work she completed, she’s considering careers in writing or
teaching English.
Writing isn’t Olivia’s only passion. She excels at cross country, and although she also runs relays on the track team, she
loves how cross country pushes her toward her personal best.

I think it’s important to start
thinking about these things as
early as freshman year. You have
to work hard from the beginning
to follow your dreams and
achieve your goals.
“Running cross country has been the best experience
for me,” she says. “I enjoy participating in team sports, but I
really enjoy running as an individual. I’m part of a team, but
at the same time, I’m running against myself.”
Part of being your best at BG means putting others first.
As co-chair of the Community Service Committee in Student
Council, Olivia is involved with the Mountain Lion Backpack
Program, a local non-profit that provides a weekend supply
of food to grade-school children every Friday from October
through May.
“I have really enjoyed working with the Community
Service Committee and helping local people, working at the
Mountain Lion Backpack Program and doing other activities
in the area,” Olivia says.
She is is also active in National Junior Honor Society, Environmental (ECO) Club and Leadership Blair County Youth,
eager to find new opportunities to lead and serve.
For Olivia, signing up for clubs and activities always
seemed like a natural choice, and she isn’t intimidated by
a busy schedule. She says each club or group is like a “BG
family” and appreciates that she’s been welcomed into new
activities by upperclassmen.
“I think it’s important to be involved in a variety of extracurricular activities that go beyond a normal day at school,”
she says. “You make new friends and can have a great time
with classmates outside of a school setting. Try something
new and come out of your comfort zone.”
Olivia is taking her own advice this year and auditioning
for Drama Club.

Pre-Med Club Enhances Classroom
Learning, Gives Insight Into Career
Opportunities
Amelia Morning has her sights set on a career in medicine.
To Amelia’s benefit, so does fellow student Emily Yanoshak.
Emily was seeking activities to supplement her academic interest in pre-med;
when she didn’t find any clubs or activities to meet her need, she started one.
With support from the administration,
Emily founded the Pre-Med Club, in
which 50 students, including Amelia, now
participate.
The club has created opportunities
for first-hand experiences in the medical
Amelia Morning
field, like visiting a fully-equipped cadaver lab, visiting labs at
local colleges and gaining access to renowned medical lecturers and speakers. To fulfill a service component, the club organizes successful fundraisers for health-related non-profits
like the Children’s Heart Foundation and the America Heart
Association.
Amelia found her “BG family” in other groups, too. She
also participates in sports, the popular Drama Club and
chorus, which she describes as “a healthy, creative outlet, and
a great way to make new friends.”

I think it’s important for
students to be well-rounded and
diverse in their interests, because
it helps you grow as a person and
plan your future.
She’s excited to perform for the annual chorus Christmas
showcase (there’s a spring showcase, too), under the
direction of chorus instructor Jonathan Mountain. Chorus
participation includes class time, learning to read music and
sight sing and afterschool rehearsals.
Amelia doesn’t view her extracurricular activities as
“just-for-fun” hobbies. She believes they benefit her academic
performance and keep her well-rounded.
“I think it’s important for students to be well-rounded and
diverse in their interests, because it helps you grow person
and plan your future,” she says.
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Fellowship and Faith

Peer Ministry Helps Students Advance their Faith through Activity and
Classroom Learning

S

ix years ago, Campus Peer Minister Robert Sutton noticed
something was missing on BG’s campus.
“There was a segment of students in school who wanted
to go further with their faith and practice it more outside of
the religion classroom,” he says. “We wanted to make space
for them outside of school where they could mingle with one
another and share prayers and faith formation opportunities.”

With the Catholic
Discipleship track, BG helps
our students become the next
generation of Catholic men
and women, Catholic families,
Catholic leaders and religious
vocations in the church.

Sutton says this new academic opportunity assures that
students who are interested can receive more regular faith
formation. Catholic Discipleship meets daily, and there’s a
follow-up course, Catholic Discipleship 2.

Shaping the Next Generation of Catholic
Leaders
Catholic Discipleship includes classroom learning with
practical applications for students. They learn tools for active
ministry now and for the future.
Sutton says, “With the Catholic Discipleship track, we
hope to be helping our students become the next generation
of Catholic men and women, Catholic families, Catholic
leaders and religious vocations in the church.”
He believes the organic drive that helped to create the
peer ministry movement has had a tangible effect.
“This year, our emphasis at school has really been on
evangelization, doing school prayer differently and doing
mass differently. I think these things are a direct result of
starting Peer Ministry,” he says.
Plus, he sees the long-term benefits on students. “Watch-

Starting with 20 students in that first year, Peer Ministry
as born. Since then, it’s grown and adapted with the interests
of its members, but it maintains the open, engaging
environment on which it was created.
“We wanted to create something that responded to
needs on campus,” says Sutton. “Needs I recognized
and those that the students identified. I’ve tried to
stay open to that, allowing it to take different forms or
shapes as it’s emerged.”
In many ways, Peer Ministry functions as an
after-school youth group, holding weekly meetings
and hosting religious speakers, conducting faith-building retreats and training student leaders. There is no
formal sign-up process, so students can show up to a
meeting and decide if they want to get more involved,
attend other events or join the student leadership team.
While Peer Ministry provides a faith-based extracurricular opportunity, its formation led to new opportunities to study faith in class. Catholic Discipleship is
new to the course catalog this year, with 17 students in
the first-ever class, including sophomores, juniors and
BG helps students become the next generation of Catholic
seniors.
men, women and families.
12 / bishopguilfoyle.org / FALL 2017

In the Classroom and Beyond

Through the support BG has been given, the Holy Spirit is free to work.

ing students take initiative, lead retreats, deliver confidant
witness talks and form lasting relationships has shown the
true worth of this movement,” he says.

Faith for All
Like most Catholic schools, BG has a population of students
who aren’t Catholic. That doesn’t mean Peer Ministry hasn’t
impacted them.
“Kids always surprise you,” Sutton says. “We recently had
some non-Catholic students approach us to ask whether they
could start an after-school group that could be for all Christians to get together and do fellowship and share their faith.
They were recognizing for themselves that our Christian
mission could be shared with them, not just Catholics. They
wanted to feel like we all share this faith in Christ.”

Sutton credits Principal Donnelly and the religion department for championing peer ministry. He says their enthusiastic support was essential to getting it up and running.

Like most Catholic schools,
BG has a population of students
who aren’t Catholic. That doesn’t
mean Peer Ministry hasn’t
impacted them.
“We couldn’t have had any of these results without the
support we’ve been given. It’s freed up the Holy Spirit to
work, and the group continues to be a blessing,” he says.
FALL 2017 / bishopguilfoyle.org / 13
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Marauders Represent
BG Values... In and
Out of the Classroom!
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77% of BG’s
Class of
2017 graduat
ed with
college credit
s!
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dents
BG offers stu
and
nearly 30 clubs
activities,
extracurricular
IAA
as well as 19 P
athletic teams!
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There’s never been a
better time to be a part
of the BG family!
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Race for the Buzzer

Scholastic Quiz Team Thrives on Competitive Spirit

T

here are no criteria for joining BG’s Scholastic Quiz team,
but team moderator Suzanne Provenzano admits that
students on the team share certain qualities.
“Members of the Scholastic Quiz team have diverse interests,” she says. “But they also share a common trait — a love
for reading. These young men and women enjoy acquiring
knowledge. And, of course, they also enjoy the spirit of competition!”
If you’re not familiar with Scholastic Quiz, it’s very much
like what you might imagine. Student teams compete against
other schools, and there are buzzers and timers just like a
game show.
“Most team members bring their own field of interest
to the competitions, so they have individual strengths,”
Provenzano says. “But no student needs to be an expert
in everything. The team is well-rounded, with exceptional
knowledge of literature, geography, science, math and more.”

Overall, the intensity of competition brings students
together as a team and helps them relate to their competitors,
ultimately creating strong team bonds and new friendships
with students from other schools.

Overall, the intensity of
competition brings students
together as a team and helps
them relate to their competitors,
ultimately creating strong team
bonds and new friendships with
students from other schools.
“Usually 14 or 15 area schools from Blair and Bedford
Counties compete against one another in teams of four, with
up to six additional team members. Each meet consists of two
rounds of 10 toss-up questions and a one-minute speed round
per team. The team with the most wins plays the winner of the
Cambria and Somerset Counties league. Those winners can
advance to the state-level competition. BG has made it to the
Blair/Bedford semi-finals several times,” she says.

Students Find Their Niche

Last year’s Scholastic Quiz Team right before the semi-finals

Intensity Builds Teamwork, Friendships
with Competitors
According to Provenzano, “Students prepare for meets by
reading in their areas of interest whenever they can. They also
practice using a buzzer system and competing against one
another after school.”
“During meets, team members are intense; but they
are still supportive of one another, including competitors
from other schools. The students exhibit a strong sense of
collegiality that I think comes from sharing a general quest
for knowledge.”

Sarah Zakrzwski, a junior, is team captain.
“I joined last year as a sophomore because I like to watch
Jeopardy! and the format is very similar. I was thrilled when
Mrs. Provenzano told me that I would be captain for this season. It is a great honor, especially since I am only a junior and
our previous captains have all been seniors. Being captain
will get me out of my comfort zone; I have to be quick and
decisive with my answers,” she says.
“I get so excited for each competition, and look forward to
hearing the variety of questions,” she continues. “People find
their niches on the Scholastic Quiz team. Mine last year was
literature. It is a wonderful experience to meet new people
who have similar interests, both in my school and from other
schools. We have a great time at every competition, whether
we win or lose.”
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Paying it Forward

Through His Support, Dave Hogan ’62 Helps More Students Benefit from
Catholic Education

M

any of our graduates have been fortunate to share the Marauder experience
with a brother or sister. But few, like David
Hogan ’62, can say that they and 11 (yes,
11!) of their siblings are all proud Bishop
Guilfoyle alumni.
While the 12 Hogan siblings all came from
David Hogan the same household, the paths each took after
‘62 and his
graduation were quite unique. The experi11 siblings
ences they had at BG, both in and out of the
are all proud
classroom, helped to shape their futures and
BG alums.
led to a diverse range of career fields.
“One was a nurse, one brother became a lawyer, a couple became businessmen and one brother was a warden at a
county prison for about 30 years,” says Hogan. “Everybody is
doing pretty well.”
After his own graduation, Hogan joined the Marine
Corp then spent his career in the Pennsylvania liquor store
industry. He is now enjoying retirement.

Paying the BG Experience Forward
As a student, Hogan benefitted from financial aid — making
it possible to receive the high-quality Catholic education
that made a major impact on his life. Fifty-five years later, he
wants to ensure that more young students in Altoona and the
surrounding region can benefit from the BG experience.

I went to BG for free, so I think
I owe a great deal to the school.
That’s why I donate; I hope that my
contribution can help
somebody else.
“I went to BG for free, so I think I owe a great deal to the
school,” he says. “That’s why I donate to the Marauder Club; I
hope that my contribution can help somebody else.”
“The more support we can give, the more we’ll be able to
help young students prepare for successful futures,” he said.
20 / bishopguilfoyle.org / FALL 2017

Hogan specifically supports the Marauder Club, which
benefits BG’s student athletes and supports the school’s
longstanding traditions and values. He encourages his fellow
alumni to join him in giving back in a meaningful way, in
honor of their own BG experience.

The more support we can
give, the more we’ll be able to
help young students prepare for
successful futures.
A Lasting Impact
While Hogan credits his full BG experience and the values he
learned as greatly influencing his life, he notes one individual
in particular who made a lasting impact — even years after
high school.
“Sister Dorthea always said to do the right thing,” he says.
“She always preached that you could do better.”
These words resonated with him through several stages of
his career — including his early Marine Corps. years. Sister
Dorthea’s words echoed, giving him the push he needed to
succeed.
Hogan also feels blessed to have maintained close
friendships with several friends from high school. He,
Denny Roland and Bob Dinicola still get together on a
regular basis.
“We have lunch once a month and talk about the good
times we had at BG,” he says.

Steadfast Values in Changing Times
Hogan acknowledges that BG has changed in many ways in
the decades since he and his siblings were students — most
notably the addition of girls’ sports since his time there.
However, even with all the changes over the years, the same
fundamental values of community and giving back remain
— values he is proud to pay forward to future Marauders
through his ongoing financial support.

In the Classroom and Beyond

Stanley Glod ’54 Shares the Importance of
Leadership and Service
A career of law and corporate leadership all began at BG

S

tanley Glod ’54 is a very accomplished
alum. Between becoming a naval officer,
attorney, corporate executive, judge and even
a presidential appointee, there isn’t much he
hasn’t done, and BG was the starting point of it
all. After an exciting and fulfilling life of dedicaStanley
tion and service, he still remembers his time at
Glod ’54
BG with great fondness.
Among all the memories, one of the defining moments in Glod’s school experience was participating
in the Debate Club. This extracurricular activity helped him
realize his passion for law and the justice system, and influenced his becoming a lawyer later in life. Though BG now
hosts a Mock Trial team instead, most of the principles and
the goal are the same: creating a well-crafted argument with
the intention of winning. However, it’s not just words that
make an impression in the “courtroom”, as Glod remembers
quite well.
“My involvement with the debate team was largely in a
managerial role, i.e., selecting and expanding issues to be discussed, as well as devising creative positions to both support
or reject positions taken in open debate. Team preparation,
physical appearance and refining delivery styles was a large
component of the effort. This experience greatly assisted
me in deciding upon further studies in law and forming an
ability to argue positions and discussing issues in the public
forum,” he says.

As we advance in years, it’s
vital to share our experiences and
lessons of life that were directly
or indirectly impacted by the
quality of education received at
Bishop Guilfoyle High School.
But this was far from the only thing Glod picked up while
in high school. He also learned the important tenets upon
which BG prides itself daily: kindness, goodness and disci-

pline. Glod carried these pivotal values with him while diving
into his various educational and career-oriented opportunities.
Throughout his illustrious and productive career, one of
the most influential times in Glod’s life occurred after joining
the military. After years of servitude and a strict regimented
schedule, being a part of the U.S. Navy made an mark on the
rest of his career choices moving forward.

Don’t squander this great
opportunity to improve your
life and the lives of all those you
come in contact with.
“My experience in the military service is without question the most influential factor in acquiring the principles of
leadership, management, teamwork and camaraderie, often
under wartime conditions or periods of international stress,”
he says. “These were later applied in my legal career as well as
in a managerial role with the Boeing Company representing
the U.S. business community in Poland and Eastern Europe.”
Glod has excelled in multiple high-profile leadership roles
throughout his life, something he partially attributes to the
leadership of his BG teachers. Glod can still remember the
names of those that made the strongest impressions, even 60
years later.
“The most influential teachers that come to mind would
include Sister Marie Thaddea (English Literature), Sister
Marie Collette (Spanish) and Rev. Thomas P. O’Malley
(Religious Studies).”
Now, Glod feels that sharing his own the knowledge with
others is key. “As we advance in years, it’s vital to share our
experiences and lessons of life that were directly or indirectly
impacted by the quality of education received at Bishop Guilfoyle High School.”

The Impact of BG Today
After graduating, Glod kept in steady contact with his

Keep reading on pg. 22…
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Stanley Glod ’54… Continued from pg. 21
longtime friends, David Dibert ’54 and Rosemarie
(Graupensberger) Dibert ’54.
Glod says he would love to interact with the larger school
community again. He believes active involvement and community engagement are keys to bringing different generations
together. Due to this desire to see other alumni and current
students, he proposes an idea: “A special day (with Holy
Mass, various briefings about the school, a shared meal) that
would attract out-of-towners and would be pitched to the
older generation of graduates. This could be part of a football
weekend, as an example.”
As for imparting his own wisdom on current and future
BG students, Glod observes the great opportunities the
current generation has, that his graduating class did not.
“It should be noted that the current generation enjoys far
more in goods, comfort, resources and ability to access all
sorts of technological advancements, including professional
guidance, than my generation could ever hope for.”

Glod accomplished a great deal, even without access to
resources current students have. Because of this, he has significant advice to share with students about to head off into
the world after high school.
“In my opinion, goals are best achieved by carefully selecting what it is that one wants to accomplish with their life and
to then pursue it at all costs and with ‘a full head of steam.’
Foremost, one should select what he or she would love and
enjoy most in doing. Very often the answer to this question
is achieved by selecting a career or life’s work in assisting and
serving others. This has always proven to me to be the most
satisfactory achievement I can identify,” he says.
In Glod’s final thoughts on what one should retain from
their high school experience, the message remains clear:
building connections and give back. “Don’t squander this
great opportunity to improve your life and the lives of all
those you come in contact with.”

Fifty Years Later, Alum Can’t Deny Powerful
Influence of a BG Education

How BG Helped Her Discover Her Life’s Passion and Take Ownership for
Her Faith

T

he true mark of a quality education
is the lifelong benefits that students
experience. At BG, administrators and
faculty work together provide a rigorous,
well-rounded, and meaningful educational
experience for all students — one that sets
the stage for students’ futures. Just ask
Anna Roseberry McClain ’67.

Building a Foundation for Success
Living in Tyrone, Pa., McClain traveled to Altoona every day
to attend BG. Though her longer commute set her apart from
her peers and limited her time for friendships, she credits
BG with preparing her for both personal and professional
success.
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McClain took advantage of the many opportunities BG
afforded, including chorus and photography, which gave her
an advantage as she entered college.
“The nun that was in charge of photography was very
influential and supportive of me — she was very interested
in my work,” she says. “The yearbook work that I did at BG
helped me excel at Duquesne University.”
It was also during her time at BG that McClain discovered
her love for English and decided to pursue a career as a teacher.
“My 11th-grade teacher had a great impact on me,” she recalls. “She made literature so interesting to me that it became
the impetus for the career which I have loved.”

Putting Values Formed at BG into Action
McClain graduated from Duquesne in 1971 with a Bachelor

In the Classroom and Beyond

of Science degree in Education, then went on to receive her
Master’s in Curriculum and Instruction in 1978. Following
in the footsteps of many of her own BG teachers, she taught
English for 39 years.
Though there were many memorable moments — including a nomination for Who’s Who Among American Teachers
and being inducted into Phi Delta Kappa, an education honor
society — McClain’s most cherished accomplishment is one
that hearkens back to her years at BG.
Throughout her four years there, McClain learned the
value of making contributions to her church, the local community and the world. During her teaching career at Everett
School District, McClain was proud to pass on these same
values to local youth through her work with the National
Junior Honor Society (NJHS).

[My time at BG] made my
faith my own, not my parents.
A lot of children go to church
because it is what their parents
believe. I learned that it’s my
religion and my belief, and I
needed to foster and care for it.
“We helped collect supplies for the local food banks and
provided backpacks and school supplies for students, among
other projects,” she says. “The school still does these projects
today. It’s a valuable opportunity to demonstrate the importance of giving back to the community.”

Taking Ownership of Her Faith
McClain was not the only member of her family to attend
BG. Her mother, brother and sister all graduated from the
high school. Though different generations, the religious
instruction at BG resonated with all members of the family.
In fact, McClain says the religious education has had a longstanding, positive impact on her life.
“[My time at BG] made my faith my own, not my parents’,” she explains. “A lot of children go to church because
it is what their parents believe. I learned that it’s my religion

and my belief, and I needed to foster and care for it.”
This kind of faith development wouldn’t have been
possible without an open teaching style and opportunities to
challenge and question her instructors.

The nuns and teachers
allowed us to question and
challenge what we were told.
They would also challenge us
right back, asking what we
thought about a certain topic.
It reinforced my faith and made
it strong — it helped me work
through owning my religion.
“The nuns and teachers allowed us to question and challenge what we were told,” McClain explains. “They would
also challenge us right back, asking what we thought about a
certain topic. It reinforced my faith and made it strong — it
helped me work through owning my religion.”
Incredibly, more than 50 years after graduation, McClain
can’t forget the powerful influence BG has had on her life.
Today, thanks to a supportive community and alumni base
behind the school, BG continues to give more young men
and women that same opportunity.

Know an
Impressive Alum?

L

et us know! Go to bgalumninews.com

and click “Share Your Story” to recommend
one of your classmates, family members or
friends for a feature in one of our upcoming
publications!
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The Road to Medicine

How Alum Dr. Robert Hartsock Didn’t Become a Major League Baseball
Player, or a Physicist

D

r. Robert Hartsock didn’t always plan
to go into the medicine.
“I was going to be a Major League baseball
player,” he chuckles. “Then I took a physics
class with Sister Mary Eudes. She was very
bright. She could have been an electrical engineer, if not a nuclear scientist. Once I finished
Dr. Robert
her physics class, I thought, wow, I’m going to
Hartsock
be a physicist. So I applied to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. When I got the forms back…
well, I decided to be a doctor.”
Dr. Hartsock ultimately studied medicine at the University
of Pittsburgh, later taking a residency in pathology at Pitt.
His career took him to Washington, D.C., to the Armed
Forces Institute of Pathology, where he became head of
the hematology lymphoma section. Along the way, he
participated in international studies, been a consultant to
the World Health Organization and picked up a number
of professorships. He spent the majority of his career at
Allegheny General Hospital, where he was the director of
laboratory medicine for 24 years.

I always thought that being a
doctor would be a good way
to give back to society and
humanity.
“I always felt like I wanted to give back,” Dr. Hartsock
says. “I always thought that being a doctor would be a good
way to give back to society and humanity. I don’t want to
sound too philosophical, but I did have that in mind.”
He looks back on his years at BG, when he graduated with
100 people in his graduating class, saying he learned discipline and how to study.
“That’s an achievement that a lot of people don’t realize,”
he says. “That you have to learn how to study.”
Principal Father Harkins was in charge when Dr. Hartsock
attended.
“He ran a very good high school,” he says. “Later in my
career, I was in charge of a laboratory in an 800-bed hospital,
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and I had about 260 employees, and I realized how difficult it
was to keep everything in line. I always thought back during
that time to Father Harkins. He was really outstanding.”
Dr. Hartsock’s advice for today’s students as they consider

Do not underestimate your
ability. A lot of people
underestimate their potential.
They say, ‘Gee, I can’t do that.
That’s something only a really
smart person could do.’ And
that’s a mistake. Pursue and push
on and never underestimate
yourself.
different career paths?
“Do not underestimate your ability. A lot of people
underestimate their potential. They say, ‘Gee, I can’t do that.
That’s something only a really smart person could do.’ And
that’s a mistake. Pursue and push on and never underestimate
yourself.”

Are You Staying in
Touch with the BG
Alumni Community?

D

on’t miss out on the latest news from Bishop

Guilfoyle and our elite alums! From profiles of
past students to coverage of today’s educational
advancements, get it all in your inbox. Go to
bgalumninews.com and click “Update Your Info.”
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Preserving the BG Experience for Future
Generations
Paying it Forward for Today’s Students

T

here has never been a better, more exciting time for a
student to experience a Bishop Guilfoyle education. Now,
more than ever, students must be thoroughly prepared for the
important life choices they will make both before and after
graduation.
With new academic programs and enriching extracurricular opportunities, along with BG’s core values and faith
foundation, students have the opportunity to reach their
academic, personal and spiritual potential.
Did your BG education inspire you to reach goals in your
career or life after high school? Are you seeing your own children or grandchildren rise above expectations in ways you
could have never imagined?
This is the case for so many of our alumni, family and
friends, who have given and continue to give, in order to
ensure every child who wants the BG experience, can have it.
One hundred percent of scholarship gifts go directly to students who need it.
Your support makes sure every student can take full advantage of everything BG offers, from world-class educational technology, to the dual enrollment programs and more.
Resources like these give students a competitive edge in both

Named Scholarships: Impact a
Student’s Future
Donate in your name, or in honor or memory of
a loved one. For more information, contact the
Development Office at 814-944-3987.
Annual Named Scholarship
• Increments of $500, $750 or $1,000 annually
• Three-year minimum commitment
Endowed Named Scholarship
• One-time gift of $10,000 or more
• Invested to grow with inflation and to generate
additional scholarships
• Designed to last in perpetuity

academics and
life experiences,
preparing them
for success is all
facets of life.
It truly is an
exciting time at
BG, and your gift
to our scholarship
funds can make
sure students in
our community can attend a
strong Catholic
high school.

Scholarship
Programs

Your gift to our scholarship funds
ensures students in our community
attend a strong Catholic high school.

The Angel Fund
Program provides tuition assistance to current students
who are in danger of leaving BG due to financial concerns.
Through generous donations of any amount, which are
collected and used throughout the year, students are able to
continue their Catholic education.
The Named Scholarship Program enables donors to
create a scholarship in a family name or in honor or memory
of someone else. Students receive tuition assistance in
increments of $500, $750 or $1,000. Endowed scholarships
can be established in amounts over $10,000, with funds
invested to grow over time and amounts above the rate of
inflation awarded as scholarships. Each year, we hold an
awards breakfast, where donors can then meet the recipients
of their scholarships.
No matter how you choose to give to BG, your support
makes a difference.
For more information, contact the Development Office at
814-944-3987.
THANK YOU to all our donors — your generosity is our
greatest blessing.
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We Asked… You Shared:
Why You Give to BG
“I will always be thankful for the Catholic
values and quality education my three
children received at BG. God bless the BG
teachers and staff!”
— Nelda Shutt, Proud BG Parent

“I give back because I loved
BG… During my career, an
attorney asked where I went to
school. I said, Bishop Guilfoyle.
He said, you can start tomorrow.”
– Helen (Rahm) Hanlon ’48

“Having a Catholic high school available to
students in the Altoona area is important,
and it is also important to keep the tuition
affordable.
– Anna Roseberry McClain ’67

“We give to make a positive impact. We
believe that what we give to BG truly
makes a difference in people’s lives.”
— Joe and Liz Adams

“I give because I will always cherish my
experiences as a student and a parent, and I
want others to have their own opportunity for
similar experiences.”
— Joe Deleo ’89

“It’s important to give back and share our experiences with the younger graduates
who follow us…as we advance in years, it’s vital to share our experiences and
lessons of life that were directly or directly impacted by the quality of education
received at Altoona Catholic High School or Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High
School.” — Stanley Glod ’54 (Read more of David’s story on pg. 21)

“I went to Bishop Guilfoyle for free (with financial
aid), so I think I owe a great deal.”
– David Hogan ’62 (Read more of David’s story on pg. 20)

“I give because I want to make a difference in our
BG Family and surrounding communities!”
— Kit Benzel, Benzel’s Pretzels, BG Board of Trustees,
Co‑Director of The Marauder Club
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“I give because I believe in BG and
want to help make it affordable to
anyone that wants the BG
experience.”

— Joe Stevens, The Stevens
Family Cremation and Funeral

In the Classroom and Beyond
We give to BG for a number of reasons:
We give hoping that others can enjoy the
lifelong values and friendships so many of my
generation made, or, had instilled in us at BG
years ago.
We give to support values
and character that are
not welcome in public
schools today.
We give because education should not be about
the test, but about the student.
We give to enrich the education options for Blair
County citizens.
We give as a way to say thanks for the wonderful
experience our children had at BG.
We give to say yes to BG’s Christian Catholic
values.
We give hoping other parents can have an
opportunity for the quality relationships that
we were fortunate enough to enjoy with other
parents during our students’ time at BG.
We give because others before us gave to make
our experience possible and affordable.
We give because BG is a family, and family
supports one another.
We give because it’s what BG Marauders do.

“It is imperative to
give back and to ap‑
preciate one’s roots.
Altoona Catholic
High School was a
solid foundation for
life. I was the only
family member to attend ACH. I always
told my three boys how great it was.
— Dr. Robert Hartsock ’48

“I give because Catholic Education enhances
the moral fiber of society. I am grateful for
the education I received at BG; I hope to see
it continue to shape young
lives academically and
morally.”
— Joan Lozinak, Co‑Owner
Altoona Curve Baseball
Team

— Doug Wolf ’80 and Lisa Wolf, Wolf Furniture

Leading Our Students… Continued from page 5
programs
that meet the
needs of our
students in a
technological
and global
world. BG is
committed to
identifying new
opportunities
for our students
to succeed and impact their world.
Q: Have there been any standout moments so far this
year?

Joan: Our Spanish teacher, Mrs. Diane Hayes, orchestrated a
study abroad trip to Spain for BG students over the summer.
Mrs. Hayes shared the student presentations developed as
an end result project on their study abroad experience. The
presentations were excellent and highlighted the competitive
edge these students gained by the experience. BG continues
to grow such extraordinary experiences for our students.
The school year started strong. Students and teachers
adjusted quickly. Our annual BG back to school picnic helped in
starting the school year with the theme“We are glad to be at BG.”
Michael: Our upperclassmen students welcoming our
new students on their opening day of school stands out. It’s
important to capture that first day and start it positively for all
students.
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A Fond Farewell to Our Treasured Retirees!
BG says goodbye to familiar faces we know and love.

I

would like to personally congratulate Sister Beverly, Gerry
and George on their retirement from BG. I enjoyed working
with each of them. I know that they were a valuable asset to our
school and offer sincere appreciation for their commitment to
BG and our students. I extend heartfelt wishes to them for a
happy and healthy retirement.
– Principal Joan Donnelly
It has been a pleasure working with Sister Beverly, Mr. Gerry
Cooper and Mr. George Gallagher. They have dedicated their
lives to Bishop Guilfoyle and for that I am truly grateful.
- Vice Principal Michael Cacciotti

Sister Beverly
Hmel, IHM

George
Gallagher

Alumni: We Want to Hear from You

G

ive us insight into your best Bishop Guilfoyle memories and the
lasting moments that have extended long after graduation. Your
responses may be featured in an upcoming publication.
Take a few minutes to share your story by visiting
www.bgalumninews.com and clicking on “Share Your Story” at
the top of the page.
You can also email your updates to Linda Skupien at
lskupien@bguilfoyle.org.

We’d love to hear about:
•
•
•
•

College and career updates
Multiple-generation Marauders
Ties to other alumni
Classes, teachers, or activities
that made a lasting impact
• Suggestions for the alumni
association
• And anything else you’d like to
share!
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Class Notes
1971

The Class of 1971 gathered Sept. 23-24, 2016, to celebrate their
45th Reunion. The Friday night Meet & Greet was held at the
Fiore Farm with about 105 in attendance, and the Saturday dinner was at Park Hills Country Club. Classmates traveled from
many states to attend, with Rick Byrne traveling the furthest
(New Mexico). A new tradition may have been born with an
“Open Mic” period after dinner Saturday night. Steve McMa‑
nus “Rocked the House!” As a memorial to the 22 classmates no
longer with us, the class poet, Marianne McGough King, was
able to incorporate all 22 names into a poem which was printed
in the Reunion Booklet. A fantastic time was had by all!

1975

The Class of 1975
held a summer
get-together Aug.
26, 2017, at the
Altoona Curve
baseball game. A
tailgate was held
4-6 p.m., preceding
the game.

Alumni News
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Mueller
recently celebrated their 55th wedding
anniversary by
partaking in the
Altoona-Johnstown Diocesan
wedding anniversary mass held
at the Cathedral
Mr. and Mrs.
of the Blessed
Lawrence Mueller
Sacrament in Altoona on Sunday, Sept. 10, 2017. Larry
is a 1960 graduate and his wife Judy is a
1961 graduate. They were married Sept.
29, 1962.

Left: The Class of 1975. Above: Class of 1971

John Pielmeier ’66 recently released
his book, Hook’s Tale: Being the Account
of an Unjustly Villainized Pirate Written
by Himself, published by Scribner. The
book has received positive reviews from
Publisher’s Weekly and USA Today,
and it is available online and in stores,

including Barnes & Noble Booksellers
in Altoona.
Mary O’Leary Wiley ’72 (pictured
here with high school
sweetheart and
now-husband Frank
Wiley) was recognized
by the American Psychological Association
with the Award for
Distinguished Professional Contributions
to Independent Practice. Her awards
address was entitled “The Therapeutic
Alliance.”

Photo: The Altoona Mirror
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William Welsh Jr. ’02 and Loretta
Zeth ’11 were married at Sacred Heart
Church, Oct. 15, 2016.

Graduate Samantha Lynn is a rising
star in the Pittsburgh sports management field working as the advertising
coordinator for the Pittsburgh Pirates
and stage manager for the Pittsburgh
Penguins. Lynn earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in sports, arts and entertainment management in 2014 from
Point Park University in Downtown
Pittsburgh and is currently pursuing an
M.B.A. degree also from Point Park.
Michael A. Pleva ’13 earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in philosophy from
Gannon University,
Erie, in 2017. He is
now attending St.
Vincent Seminary.
He is the son of Russell and Mary Ann
Pleva of Altoona.

William Welsh Jr. ’02 and Loretta Zeth
’11

Michael and Lisa (Gormley)
Sprouse, both 2005 graduates, welcomed their newborn son, Michael
Alexander Sprouse, into the world on
July 19, 2017.

Samantha Lynn
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Chris Cacciotti ’89 was inducted
into the Mansfield University Alumni
Athletic Hall of Fame. Cacciotti was
a redshirt sophomore member of the
1992 baseball team. He appeared in
eight games in 1992 with a 2.97 ERA
and a 5-2 record. He tossed two complete game shutouts and struck out 15
batters.
“It’s an honor,” said Cacciotti, a
current special education teacher in
the Altoona Area School District. “You
don’t think about that stuff, and then
you get a call … It’s humbling.”
The 1992 Mansfield University
baseball team is the most accomplished
team in Mansfield’s history. Under the
direction of head coach Harry Hillson
and assistant coach Bruce Peddie, the
1992 team captured the PSAC East title
before winning the PSAC Tournament.
The Mountaineers went on to win
the North Atlantic Regional Championship to earn a berth in the 1992 NCAA
Division II College World Series.
Mansfield opened the World Series with
wins over Livingstone and No. 1 ranked

CAL-POLY SLO.
The Mountaineers dropped their
second game to CAL-POLY-SLO by
a final score of 9-3, but came back to
stun the top team in the nation again
in the rubber match to vault Mansfield
into the National Championship game
against perennial power the University
of Tampa.
Mansfield took an early 4-0 lead in
the title game, but Tampa came back
with three runs of their own and eventually held an 11-8 advantage in the top
of the ninth inning. In the ninth, Mansfield put a pair of runners aboard with
two outs to set-up pinch-hitter Tom
McCauley who drove the ball deep to
centerfield before it was caught against
the wall by a Tampa outfielder to end
the game.
Mansfield finished the season with
a 39-12 overall record and was the first
northern team to play in the NCAA Division II National Championship game.

Share Your Story!

A

re you a BG alum? Let us

know what’s been going on
in your life! Do you have a new job,
get a promotion, get married, have
a baby, have a grandchild? Keep
us in the loop! Are you spending
retirement traveling the world?
Send us pictures! Maybe your
children or grandchildren now
attend BG, and you love sharing
your Marauder traditions with
them. Whatever the case may be,
get in touch. You never know when
you’ll see your alumni update
featured in one of our publications!
Contact Alumni Association
President Linda Skupien at
lskupien@bguilfoyle.org.
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Distinguished Alum Appears at Live Your Best
Life Lecture Series
Robert Tribeck ’87 Speaks to Students on Life Experiences

T

he Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic Alumni Association was
proud to have Robert J. Tribeck, a 1987 BG graduate,
as the featured speaker for the Live Your Best Life Lecture
assembly, which was held on Sept. 20 at BG.
Tribeck graduated with a Bachelor’s of Science degree in
economics from Penn State University in 1991, and a Juris
Doctor degree, with highest distinction, from the Ohio
Northern University, Pettit College of Law, in 1994. Upon
graduation from law school, he was appointed to a federal
judicial clerkship with the honorable William W. Caldwell
of the United States District Court for the Middle District of
Pennsylvania.
Tribeck currently serves as executive vice president and
chief legal officer at Post Acute Medical, a Central Pennsylvania-based healthcare system; is a partner at Rhoads and
Sinon LLP, a Harrisburg-based law firm; and, in 2015, was
elected as a member of the Board of Trustees of Penn State
University. He resides in Enola, Pennsylvania, with his wife
Karen Hummel Tribeck, also a 1987 graduate of BG, and
their son and daughter.
It has become a tradition for the past several years for
the alumni association to sponsor this speaker series during

homecoming
week at BG.
Lisa Georgiana,
vice president
of the alumni
association,
presented
Tribeck to the
students at the
assembly. Linda
Skupien,
president of
Left to Right: Joseph Adams, President
the alumni
of Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High
association,
School; Linda Skupien, President,
presented a gift
Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic Alumni
bag to Tribeck
Association; Robert J. Tribeck, Guest
Speaker, Trustee; John J. Wolf, Trustee;
on behalf of
Lisa Georgiana, Vice President, Bishop
the alumni
Guilfoyle Catholic Alumni Association.
association in
appreciation for
Tribeck volunteering to give back to his alma mater and for
sharing his life experiences with students.

2017 Annual Scholarship Breakfast

Students benefiting from your generosity gather once a year to thank those who make
a difference in their lives.
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Check out our new BG Alumni News website at bgalumninews.com!

“I give because I want to make a difference in our
BG family and surrounding communities!” — Kit Benzel

There’s never
been a better
time to be a
part of the
BG family!
For future Purple & Gold magazines, we are looking for your alumni updates as well as ideas for students, staff,
faculty, and activities to spotlight. If interested, email development@bguilfoyle.org. Stay in touch with the BG
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community, and share your story!

“I give because I want to make a difference in our
BG family and surrounding communities!” — Kit Benzel
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better time to be a part
of the BG family!
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