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OUR MISSION

The MISSION of Bishop Guilfoyle
Catholic High School is to
prepare young men and women
for rewarding and productive
lives in our global society;
young men and women of vision
and passion who are securely
grounded in Christian spirituality,
academic proficiency, and
personal accountability.

OUR VISION

The VISION of Bishop Guilfoyle
Catholic High School is to be an
integral and perpetual resource
for our community by providing
exceptional educational
experiences that guide and
inspire students to fully develop
and share their abilities and
talents for the good of all God’s
children.
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Ever Higher

T

hanks to you, BG is reaching new heights. Our students are benefiting from
innovations in academics, high expectations, and strong support. They are truly
better for having attended BG. The world’s future is secure in their hands, and your
contributions make this possible. BG has awarded a record amount in scholarships
and financial aid this year. We have met the demonstrated need of every family who
wants their child to attend. Certainly, it is a financial sacrifice for parents, but thanks
to you, our kids are here and thriving.
Going forward, we see a major challenge. Our local Diocese, like others across the
country, can no longer afford to financially support schools like they did in the past.
This means that we must stand on our own.
For the most recent 3 years, BG has had a balanced budget. This included a contribution from the Diocese of about $250,000. This is the amount that we must replace.
We have an opportunity to generate this amount, and more, without raising tuition.
An innovative program in the state of Pennsylvania called the Educational Improvement Tax Credit program (EITC) allows taxpayers to direct their state taxes to BG.
All this money goes to scholarships for low- and moderate-income families.
For instance, if you donate $3,000 to BG, you would offset 90%, or $2700 in state
taxes. You know your money is going to a good cause and is being used wisely… for
scholarships to BG.
Our solution to declining funding from the Diocese is to have our alumni,
supporters, parents and others direct their Pennsylvania tax dollars to BG instead of
to Harrisburg. People who learn that they can send taxes to support BG have been
willing to do so.
BG has been a recipient of EITC donations for well over a decade. It is not a new program but has recently been expanded by the State of Pennsylvania. Now any Pennsylvania taxpayer can participate. I believe that we can more than offset any decline in
Diocese contributions by signing up taxpayers to donate to BG instead of sending tax
dollars to Harrisburg.
This is the future of BG. We are the future of BG. Independent, creative, solutions-oriented and successful. We are on a stable financial base now and will continue to thrive with your help. I envision a long and prosperous future, continuing our
legacy.
Thank you for being part of it.
Sincerely,

Joe Adams, President
PS- If you would like to sign up or learn more about EITC program, please contact
me at JAdams@BGuilfoyle.org

Facilities
Facilities: creating a safe, secure and
comfortable
learning environment

Donor Support Helps Student-Athletes Succeed

F

or BG students, physical education—including athletic
teams—is an opportunity to grow and develop mentally,
physically, and spiritually. Students who participate in sports
develop strong leadership skills and self‑confidence. Some
studies even suggest that former high school athletes are
more likely to volunteer their time and make donations as
adults. Participating in sports helps young people form fitness
and lifestyle habits that will keep them healthy for a lifetime.
BG teachers and coaches understand how athletic experiences can change the lives of young people. Athletic director
Mike Cacciotti notes, “We have 85%‑90% of our students participating in athletics. It’s an opportunity for them to learn the
importance of time management, collaborating with teachers
and coaches on how to balance their academics with athletics.”
That’s why BG has worked hard to implement a new physical education curriculum that helps students make long term
commitments to health and wellness. This curriculum includes
the introduction of a new app, Team Builder, which promotes
a healthy life style for all students. When asked about his goals,
Cacciotti explained, “We want our student-athletes to continue to develop as great people and for our sports programs to
remain competitive, while positively representing our school
and community.” We have a lot of student-athletes that will
help our teams compete at high levels.

Student-Athletes Benefit from New
Weight Room
A generous gift from Anthony and Nora Misitano
funded a new weight room that provides space
for student-athletes to conduct strength training
and conditioning throughout the year. These
workouts, which are in addition to practices,
allow students to stay healthy and in top
condition throughout the year and to be ready
for their competitive seasons.

Other Opportunities to Help
There are a few remaining needs in athletics,
including bleachers and specific equipment
items. If you can help, contact Athletic Director
Mike Cacciotti.
Support from donors like the Misitanos is a
great blessing! THANK YOU!
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Academics
andand
Technology:
maximizing
Academics
Technology
the classroom experience for optimal interaction between
faculty and students

Classroom technology funded by donor gifts
revolutionizes teaching opportunities

A

sk any parent or grandparent of school children about
one of the trends in recent academia, and technology
is one of the first words you’ll hear. It’s a loaded word –
learning technology is necessary in today’s world, but not at
the risk of compromising exemplary curriculum. To truly
work well within a classroom, technology has to transform,
complement and revolutionize what is being learned.
It’s something that Bishop Guilfoyle learned early on:
technology in the classroom needs to be used in tandem with
a robust, multi‑faceted curriculum, helping educators reach
the whole student – mind, body and soul. Rather than an end
goal, it’s become part of maximizing learning experiences
and training today’s students to have healthy, balanced
relationships with the technology in their lives.
Jane Yingling, language arts instructor and drama
moderator says students use iPads in every class, and in her
class, they use them to read their textbooks, read other books
or articles and often to compose essays. They also use their
iPads to research different aspects of literature.

Teachers can expect more
from students as they use
technology. Students are expected
to be problem solvers and gain
technological skills which will help
them in their college career.
Her students are often tasked with creating presentations
of what they’ve learned. “I think many students who may
otherwise have a difficult time presenting in front of a class
have learned to present fairly well due to the use of Power
Points or slides,” Yingling says. “When the student has
access to this type of technology, it just lends itself to better
presentations.”
Tyler Moudry teaches A.P. European History, Sociology,
Government and Economics. Recently, he tasked his
students with going to the Library of Congress Database and
examining hundreds of photographs from child labor during
4 / bishopguilfoyle.org / SPRING 2019

the Industrial Revolution. The students selected five photos
which impacted them the most and created a presentation
using the photographs. This is a project that would have been
impossible to do without a physical trip to Washington, D.C.
just a few years ago.
“I am a first‑year teacher at Bishop Guilfoyle and using
the iPads in the classroom is an all-new experience,” Moudry
says. “One app I have been excited to use this year is the
Explorer app. When I teach AP European History, we discuss
France and Great Britain in detail, and with the app, students
can travel to those areas and never leave the classroom.”
Because of the donation that made these iPads possible,
students are able to access vast amounts of information
within a classroom setting, preparing them for college.
“Our students have daily practice using online programs to
conduct research, design projects, and submit assignments
just like in a college environment,” Moudry says. “Teachers
can expect more from students as they use technology.
Students are expected to be problem solvers and gain
technological skills which will help them in their college
career. They have a more hands‑on approach in their
learning.”
By championing a healthy relationship with technology in
the classroom, Bishop Guilfoyle is enabling students to take
ownership of their learning and prepare for their next step
out of high school, one they’ll be prepared for body, mind
and soul.

Activities
Activities: giving students opportunities to
excel in a

BG

BG

wide variety of extracurricular learning

All-in approach to evangelization transforms
students by facilitating a personal relationship
with Christ

E

very child who is educated in a Catholic school is taught
religion. But there is a gap between simply knowing about
the Catholic faith, and experiencing a transformative relationship with Christ. Religion Teacher Robert Sutton is on
the front line of how BG engages students in evangelization.
Starting as far back as the early 1990s, Pope St. John Paul
II set forth a new program called “New Evangelization.” He
recognized two realities, that there are large groups of Catholics within the Church who practiced the faith but didn’t
have a personal, transforming relationship with Christ as
described in the Gospels, and that while the Gospel stays the
same at any period in history, the way in which we transmit
the Gospel has to be adapted to the audience who will hear it.
Over the last decade, and especially over the last four
years, BG has gone “all‑in” on the program of the New Evangelization. Now, the emphasis on evangelism, and above all
on that personal saving relationship with Christ, is the lens
through which BG approaches all the religion curriculum,
campus ministry, liturgies and extracurricular spiritual events.

We focus on helping them
understand the centrality of having
a personal, saving, irreplaceable
relationship with Jesus Christ.
This is the absolute heart of what it
means to be Catholic.
“Students are involved with these efforts in various ways,”
Mr. Sutton says. “We began with a student peer ministry to
give students a sort of ‘youth group’ experience after school.
This led to what we called “Evangelization Training” days,
where students from Bishop Carroll and Bishop McCort
joined BG students to learn to pray with friends and family
members and share their faith with others.” These programs
led to further discipleship for those students ready to take
their spiritual life deeper rather than just learning and ab-

The following students were commissioned by Bishop Mark
as Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist, Kristen, Robbie,
Adam, Luke, Madeline, Gabby, Victoria, Daniel, Brad, Mickey,
Samantha, Hayley, Beth, Luke, and Sarah.

sorbing theology. This past year, seventeen students took the
new Catholic Discipleship class designed for this purpose,
and this year, that number grew to 42.
The most exciting development for Mr. Sutton has has
been the creation of “Alive,” a student‑led Catholic youth
ministry at the school that just got off the ground over the
last few months.
With these initiatives underway for high school years,
what about life after graduation? It all hinges on relationship
over religion, Mr. Sutton says. “We focus on helping students
understand the centrality of having a personal, saving, irreplaceable relationship with Jesus Christ. This is the absolute
heart of what it means to be Catholic. My generation was
very poorly served by that lack of emphasis on a saving relationship with Christ, and our current students can’t afford to
go through the same experience. In reality, our Church can’t
afford to have them go through that experience either!”

Keep reading on pg. 6…
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Evangelization transforms students… Continued from page 5
Within the classroom, students follow Pope Benedict’s
dictum “Never presuppose, but propose.” Sutton acknowledges a change in Catholic education in America in recent
decades. There are students who grapple with the existence of
God, the stories of the Bible, some teachings of Catholicism
or even just in having a prayer life. BG’s job, Sutton says, is
not to tell them what to think, but to give them authentic answers and provide them with the building blocks to construct
an adult Catholic faith from the inside out, a faith that will
take them through life, and literally into eternity.
“There’s success at many levels,” Sutton says. “Honestly,
I think the biggest evidence of our successes are things we
did not specifically plan for, because it shows that the Holy
Spirit is active and moving in the lives of our students. A
‘fruit‑based’ approach is the model we’ve embraced as a measure for success, and we’ve certainly been encouraged by the
fruit we’ve seen in recent years.”
Anna Dunning Fera is an example. She’s a new religion
teacher at BG with a degree in Catechetics from Franciscan
University of Steubenville, and is a BG graduate. When she
was a student at BG, she was one of the founding members in
the ‘peer ministry’ program. “During my time as a student,
BG’s spiritual emphasis completely shaped my faith life as
a teen, so much so that I was inspired to pursue the path of
becoming a religion teacher myself so that I could give back
the same faith experience that I was blessed to have at BG
to other young people,” she says. “I saw my religion teachers
authentically practicing what they preached, and the opportunities they gave me to encounter Christ on a personal level
changed my life forever.”
Anna is one of many graduates who have continued to
grow their faith after BG. More students get involved with
Congratulations to these seniors as they continue
to grow in their faith as Eucharistic ministers.
Kristen Bettwy • Robbie Byrne • Adam Carey
Luke Ciampoli • Madeline Koehle
Gabrielle Krug • Victoria McElheny
Daniel Potopa • Bradley Shaffer
Mikaela Smith • Samantha Walter
Hayley Wheeler • Beth Yahner • Luke Yanoshak
Sarah Zakrzwski
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campus ministries and mission trips when they go off to
higher education. Two are in seminary training with the diocese. Two current religion teachers are BG alumni, embracing
the model of evangelization they were taught.

I saw my religion teachers
authentically practicing what they
preached, and the opportunities
they gave me to encounter Christ
on a personal level changed my life
forever.
The fruit among current students is clear. There is a larger
number of students praying with each other and openly sharing their faith, sometimes before the whole school. Overall,
the culture in the school has changed – active participation
in spiritual activities is respected even by those students who
aren’t interested in participating themselves. That in itself has
been a huge change, and is evidence of just how much the
students themselves have done to raise the level of faith at
BG, Sutton says.
Abigail Anderson, a junior, is a member of the Catholic
Discipleship class. She says, “BG’s religion curriculum impacts
me as a student because it teaches me to be a better person and
shows me how to live my life for Christ. It prepares me for beyond high school by showing me how to live how Christ would
want me to live while also being able to spread his love.”
This past November, fifteen new ministers of the Eucharist
were commissioned at BG by Bishop Mark. Every fall, students are surveyed for interest in becoming ministers. Once
they are understand what is expected, Sutton and his team
asks both parents and their pastors to affirm that they are attending Mass weekly and publicly affirming the Catholic faith.
Then they hold a training session for the students that focuses
on the fact that they are in a sense representing the Catholic
Church in its most essential function of feeding the flock of
Christ with His own Body. It’s a serious moment.
“I always tell them that they are not meant to be human
pez dispensers just handing out the Eucharist; they really
are ministers of the Eucharist. They are there to present the
fullness of the Eucharistic mystery, both in how they care for
the Lord’s body and blood and in how they pray and prepare
for that unique ministry,” says Sutton.

Activities

BG

Students Excel in Growing Music Program

T

he music education program is in an exciting time. The
band, which started just three years ago, has doubled
in size from a 12‑person “instrumental lab” to a 25‑ person
marching band under the direction of Jonathan Mountain.
Mountain started at BG for the 2017‑2018 school year, and
the band program is what piqued his interest in the job.
“My background is in band,” Mountain says. “BG has a
really good program. It’s smaller, but there are a lot of things
happening … It’s been fun to push the program into new
areas and really grow it.”
In addition to their growing band, BG has a thriving chorus program of 84 students from grades 8–12, which Mountain notes is impressive for the size of the school. This year,
four students participated in district chorus and three moved
to Region Chorus. Blair County is in the sixth district with
three neighboring counties: Bedford, Cambria and Somerset.
The top 22 in each section—Soprano I, Soprano II, Alto I,
Alto II, Tenor I, Tenor II, Bass I, Bass II—move on to Region
Chorus, which adds an additional seven counties to our
region, Regional 3, to compete with. The BG students placed
in the top 22 in their sections of Soprano II, Alto I and Tenor
I at pre‑auditions in October to qualify for the festival, and
then placed in the top 12 within their section at the actual
festival in order to qualify for Region Chorus.

“All of our students who make it to the district level and
beyond work really hard,” Mountain says.

There are opportunities in
music for teamwork, for
leadership, for working together
towards a common goal, as well
as all the other things you get
through the arts, like expression
and creativity.
Chorus isn’t the only program sending students to the
district level. There was one orchestra participant as well, and
Mountain hopes to add band to that list next year.
The growth of the program and student interest is a huge
step for the music education program at BG. The next step
involves meeting the needs of those students and enhancing
their experience in music education. The band, which has
had uniforms in storage for years, has outgrown the number

Keep reading on pg. 8…
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Growing Music Program… Continued from page 7
of uniforms it had on hand. Thanks to
a donation of 70 uniform jackets from
Marching Link located in Cambria County,
the band will be able to display new uniforms
next year.
Another area the school is investing in is
the gymnasium stage. In the past, the band
has performed from the floor. Once renovations of painting, lighting and the sound
system have been completed, students will
have the opportunity to perform onstage for
their productions.
BG also has a limited supply of large
instruments, which are an important current need of the music program. Students
involved either rent from local facilities or
use a parent’s instrument if they own one. The goal is for the
school to build a collection of their own, so students don’t
need to fund their own instruments. Mountain is pursuing
that goal by reaching out to parents and alumni and asking if
anyone has old instruments they are willing to donate to BG.
Once some of these more practical needs such as uniforms, instruments and materials are met, Mountain has
plenty of goals he hopes to pursue for his students through
additional funding, such as traveling for performances.
“The dream trip for any music program is in Disney
World,” Mountain says. “Many students have asked if we
could ever do that trip.”
The four‑day invitation‑only event gives students the
chance to explore Disney World and the surrounding Florida
area and perform in Downtown Disney.
In light of the impending needs for the music education
program, and the desire to see the program continue to grow
to new levels, a parent booster club started in January 2019.
It will help the music program move up to the next level now
that it has gained interest and participation from students.
“Our biggest push right now is working on funding
support for the group. As much as our [administration]
supports us, and BG is really generous, there’s a point coming
up where funding for the program will need to go to the next
level. And what is going to make BG music become a really
good program is if we can provide those extra great opportunities,” Mountain says. “That’s what really excites me, being
able to see the growth of this program and see where it goes.”
The value of the music education program is founded on
8 / bishopguilfoyle.org / SPRING 2019

Music Program Wish List:
As the program grows, it needs more support
to open up new opportunities for students.
Used instruments are always accepted (in good
condition), as well as financial donations that
can be used for travel and other worthwhile
experiences. To be part of growing the music
program at BG, contact Director Jonathan
Mountain at jmountain@bguilfoyle.org.
much more than the skills of reading and performing music.
Mountain especially believes in the teamwork and leadership
traits developed as part of music education and notes that the
true value of music education is in nearly everything but the
actual learning of music.
“There are opportunities in music for teamwork, for
leadership, for working together towards a common goal,
as well as all the other things you get through the arts, like
expression and creativity,” Mountain says. “You get a lot of
kids that don’t otherwise have classes together or wouldn’t
otherwise get along, but in a band room they have to play
a challenging piece together and a lot of interesting things
happen. It’s a nice chance to put everything aside and work
together towards one thing. That’s what music is all about,
just seeing them work on teamwork and leadership, which
are obviously really important skills to have going forward
into colleges and the work place.”

Scholarships: giving ALL students
the
Athletics
Facilities
opportunity to benefit from a Catholic
high school education

Bill Perry Family Named Scholarship

I

n the song by Steve Angrisano and Tom Tomaszek, the
lyrics say “Go make a difference. We can make a difference.
Go make a difference in the world.” Because of the difference
Bill Perry made in the world, his influence continues to
students today.

We established this scholarship
as a way to uphold his legacy
and to provide the opportunity
for others to benefit from a high
quality Bishop Guilfoyle education.
Bill valued education and worked hard so his children, Stephanie and Stephen, could attend Bishop Guilfoyle. “Our dad
was tremendously involved in school life at Bishop Guilfoyle
– he never missed a single event we participated in and was
an active supporter of all things BG,” they said. “He taught us

to always give 100% and to strive to be our best selves whether academically, hobbies or sports or in how we live our lives
and treat others.”
Leading by example, he instilled values in his children,
teaching them hard work, respect for everyone, loyalty, excellence, kindness, and generosity. “He was always willing to
go out of his way to help people,” Stephanie and Stephen said.
“We established this scholarship as a way to uphold his legacy
and to provide the opportunity for others to benefit from a
high quality Bishop Guilfoyle education.”
“Bishop Guilfoyle’s caring environment fostered our
love of learning and intellectual curiosity and provided an
excellent foundation for lifelong development and growth.
We learned critical thinking and problem solving skills which
enabled us to successfully navigate the challenges of college
and beyond.”
BG’s emphasis on academics, tradition and values was
the perfect fit. “Catholic education is vital because of the
strong values Catholic education instills in children. Catholic
education encourages children to go make a difference in the
world,” they said.

Lisa Belsey Pufka Memorial Named Scholarship

C

olonel Donald Belsey gives back to Bishop Guilfoyle as
a way to memorialize his daughter, Lisa. A New York
native, he relocated to Central Pennsylvania when he transferred to St. Francis as an undergraduate and fell in love with
the area. Years later, his two daughters, Michelle and Lisa,
attended Bishop Guilfoyle. Lisa graduated as a valedictorian
and went on to be a university scholar at Penn State before
becoming the youngest vice president of a Delaware bank.
On her 25th birthday, June 7, 1992, she was killed by a drunk
driver as she drove home from work.
Belsey later set up the Lisa Belsey Pufka Memorial Named
Scholarship for girls at BG because, he says, “I wanted to do
something. I believe in these students. It’s all about the kids.”
Belsey served as BG’s Dean of Discipline for two years
with Father Leo Lynch, a job that came easily to a Marine,
and then went on to teach Spanish (not bad for an Irish guy,
he quips) and English until 2013. During his time there, he

infused his wisdom into the kids with his trademark tough
humor. “I always told them, if you aren’t planning on helping
your fellow man today, stay in bed,” he says with a laugh.
“And if you aren’t planning on giving 110%, don’t come in.”
“Kids are the future,” he says. “And the kids at BG are
good kids. They are solid. We have to do everything we can
to support them, and make sure they don’t make the same
mistakes we’ve made in life.”
Belsey told both of his daughters that the only things that
no one could take away from them was their faith and their
education. The Lisa Belsey Pufka Scholarship makes sure
more young men and women are equipped with a faith and
education that no one can take away. “There’s spirit in this
school because of the spirit in these kids,” Belsey says. “And I
am honored to be part of it.”
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Alumni News
James Moser ’50 says that BG
prepared him well for adult life. He’s
indebted for the
education and
morals imbued.
“All the Nuns and
Father Harkins
instilled discipline,
faith and values,”
he says. He
graduated with a
James Moser
degree in electrical
’50
engineering from
Penn State in 1954 and received his
masters in engineering management
from George Washington University
in 1972. Between those degrees, he
spent time in the Air Force, Penelec
and IBM. From 1980‑1996, he worked
for the NSA. “Apply yourself in all
endeavors, be a good person and
appreciate all that God has given you,”
he says.
Bob Sigrist, ACHS ’59, is the
recent President elect of the Carlisle,
PA, Kiwanis Club. Bob and his wife,
Nancy, are involved in a number
Carlisle civic organizations. Nancy, as
an officer of the American Association
of University Women, recently
organized the TV debate of tenth
district Congressional candidates. Bob
was class president at ACHS and after
graduation received the appointment
to the United States Naval Academy.
He graduated from Navy with
distinction in 1964. He served as
engineering officer on board Berkeley,
DDG15, and skippered Swift Boat PCF
17 in the Viet Nam conflict. After a
Master’s degree, he joined Electronic
Data Systems (EDS) finishing as Vice
President and General Manager of
EDS’ Global Information Technologies
Group. Bob is very active in organizing
the reunions of the great class of ’59
10 / bishopguilfoyle.org / SPRING 2019

and with donations from the entire
class set up the ACHS ’59 Named
Scholarship at BG. He considers
himself very fortunate to have had
the opportunity to attend a truly great
Catholic High School.
Marjorie (Kimmen) Eisel ’66 and
husband Wayne Eisel, Jr. of Altoona
celebrated their
50th wedding
anniversary July
6, 2018 with a
celebration hosted
by their children.
They were married
July 6, 1968, at
Mr. Eisel retired
Sacred Heart
from Butterick
Catholic Church,
Inc. Mrs. Eisel
Altoona. The
retired from
couple renewed
Citizens Bank
their vows with
an Anniversary Mass held at Sacred
Heart with members of their family
participating in the Mass. The couple
have two children: Wayne Jr. (Lynne)
and Michelle (Joel), all of Altoona,
and five grandchildren.
UPMC Altoona has unveiled a feature
turning a wall of the atrium lobby
into a museum space illustrating the

David Cuzzolina ‘68.

Courtesy of the Altoona Mirror

history of the city’s hospitals, thanks
to the hard work of consultant
researcher David Cuzzolina ’68
who spent 18 months gathering and
collating pieces for the collection.
He compiled photos and ephemera,
including many items from the
former Mercy Complex, which began
as Mountain City Hospital, but was
renamed Mercy Hospital in a bid to
attract an order of nuns to run the
facility. Another hospital, Altoona
City Hospital, began operating with
just 30 beds in 1896 on land donated
by the Pennsylvania Railroad,
charging $7 a week to stay on the
ward. “It was satisfying to work on
the project,” Cuzzolina said.
Congrats to Brandon Haun ’17
for making the Dean’s list for the
Spring term at Indiana University of
Pennsylvania for 2018!
Alan Albright, a 2018 graduate
of Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High
School, is a student at South Hills
School of Business and Technology’s
Criminal Justice program and
members of the C.O.P.S. Club
recently held a fundraiser to benefit
Family Services Inc.’s efforts in
getting a new building for their
homeless shelter in Altoona. The
students recently presented Lisa
Hann, director of Family Services
Inc., with a donation for $250.00.

Alumni Updates
Alumni John Joyce elected to Congress

C

ongressman John Joyce ’75 was recently elected to
represent the 13th district of Pennsylvania, making
him the first Bishop
Guilfoyle alum to serve in
Congress, and he credits
his time at BG as an
integral step to Congress.
After graduating from
BG, Joyce furthered his
education outside Blair
County, attending Penn
State, Temple and Johns
Hopkins University in
pursuit of an M.D. in
dermatology. Prior to his
election, Joyce and his
wife Alice Plummer Joyce
spent 25 years serving Blair
County and the surrounding areas through their clinic,
Altoona Dermatology Associates.
Although he spent time away from Blair County after
high school, Joyce maintained many relationships from
his time at BG. Many of the students in his graduating
class were key supporters of his campaign. Julia Plummer
Schocker, Joyce’s sister‑in‑law, graduated from BG and
was an incredible support. Keith Laramore, Laurie
(Prosperi) Hogan, Tom McConnell, Terry Lang
Carnacella, John Franco and Sue Yetsko Franco,
Mike Hunyady, Dan and Brigid Sheedy and former
quarterback Tom Lang were all 1975 graduates of BG
as well, and each one offered Joyce tremendous support
throughout his campaign.

Because of the close nature of
the class, it was encouraging and
indicative of the deep friendships
and ties that occur from BG that
extend throughout a lifetime.
Even classmates who now live outside the Blair County
area came together to help. At a campaign event in Franklin
County, former classmate Robin Martin made the drive to
support Joyce, and classmates now living in Philadelphia,

such as Don Kelly, Butch Burns and Jim Riley and Terry
McCabe Riley all traveled to Joyce’s swearing in ceremony.
“Because of the close nature of the class, it was
encouraging and indicative of the deep friendships and
ties that occur from BG that extend throughout a lifetime,”
Joyce said. “There was a concerted effort of BG alumni who
participated from day one.”
Joyce ran for office to be the voice for his patients,
community and classmates, all of whom encouraged him to
run for office, primarily due to current issues in healthcare.
Despite being a hot‑button topic, thanks to the support
of his diverse former classmates, Joyce enjoyed bipartisan
representation.

“BG was an incredible
experience filled with great
memories of hardworking
students, dedicated faculty, great
sports, outstanding academics
and was a spring board to a great
career in medicine.
“I truly had bipartisan support from my classmates
at BG,” Joyce said. “Many of my classmates shared my
conservative ideals that we were taught at BG, and they
encouraged me to take them to Washington. We were
taught basic Christian ideals and how to incorporate those
into our studies and into our life. BG taught us how to work
with other people, to pray with other people and in the long
run, for me, to work for other people.”
Joyce credits his high school alma mater as his launching
pad into a successful career, an opportunity he believes is
available to any student going into any field. He believes
that BG students, by taking every advantage the teachers
give, the encouragement of parents and the camaraderie
classmates develop, can have a successful career on many
different levels.
“BG was an incredible experience filled with great
memories of hardworking students, dedicated faculty, great
sports, outstanding academics and was a spring board to a
great career in medicine,” Joyce says.
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The Class of 1968 Enjoys its 50th Reunion

T

he Class of 1968 recently celebrated its 50th reunion.
To recognize the special year, the class decided to
celebrate in two phases. The first phase was a wonderful
weekend, held from August 17 to 18, beginning with
a casual get together on Friday in the Furrer Beverage
Community Room. Over one hundred people attended the
event; guests spent the evening taking pictures, reminiscing
and enjoying delicious food.
On Saturday, a dinner dance was held at Park Hills
Country Club. This evening had the largest attendance of all
our reunions: 135 guests. Everyone enjoyed an evening of
more reminiscing, dancing, and taking fun pictures in the
photo booth. Among the guests were five individuals who
had never been to a reunion and some that had not attended
a reunion in over 25 years. So many guests mentioned they
wished they had come to other reunions because they had
a chance to create the friendships they never had in high
school.
The class of 1968 is a special class in so many ways. The
reunions are even fun for spouses. In fact, some spouses
say that they never go to their own reunions, but attend
BG reunions because they are fun. The reunion committee
heard comments like this all through the weekend.
An interesting piece of trivia: The class of 1968 celebrated
their 50th Reunion and most members of the class were
born in 1950. They graduated in 1968 and most of them
were 68 years old in 2018!
The second phase of the reunion was a cruise to
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Bermuda in October. The class of 1968 had 15 classmates
and their friends and family join us for a total of 31 guests
in all. Norwegian Cruise Lines offered fantastic deal to the
alums. The class of 1968 took advantage of all the perks,
such as specialty dining, great food, wonderful shows and
comedians. Everyone had a fabulous time. In fact, everyone
had so much fun, that the class of 1968 wants to do it again.
They are planning to have a 70th birthday celebration cruise
in a March 2020, the year the class turns 70, possibly to St.
Martin, St. Thomas or St. Croix. Details will be sent out after
January, so start saving!

Alumni Updates
BG Alumna Writes Latest Novel on the History
of Altoona

B

ishop Guilfoyle is proud to call Altoona home — and
last year, the city celebrated the Sesquicentennial
Anniversary of the city charter of 1868. In honor of the
milestone, BG’s very own Julia Plummer Schokker paid
tribute to the rich and colorful history of Altoona with
her novel, “First Frontier: A Sesquicentennial History of
Altoona, PA.”
“Every 50 years the Blair County Historical Society puts
out an anniversary pamphlet about Altoona,” explained
Julia. “…The last ‘full’ histories of Altoona were written by
Jesse C. Sell in 1911 and G.A. Wolf ’s “Blair County’s First
Hundred Years” in 1946, so it really was time for a fresher
history. So, in December 2017 I volunteered to write the
newest history.”
Julia grew up near the Baker Mansion, headquarters of
the Blair County Historical Society (BCHS), and attended
Bishop Guilfoyle. After spending 36 years away from
Altoona for her military and IT careers, she moved back to
the area and was eager to get involved in local history and
use her B.A. in History from Penn State. BCHS seemed like
the perfect fit.

The First Frontier is a must‑read
for any Altoona native or newcomer.
Julia says the book is full of stories
about the many firsts in Altoona,
such as the first cup candy made
in America (the Boyer Mallo‑cup,
invented in 1936 — way before Reese’s
Peanut Butter Cups were developed)
and the invention of the slinky in
1945 in Hollidaysburg (just seven
miles from Altoona). Not only does
the book cover historic occasions and events, but it “invokes
the sights and sounds of the times and the people, how they
worked and played, their fads and fashions and how their
contributions made a difference in the larger world outside
this small town.”
To purchase one of the 70 books remaining, contact Julia
Plummer Schokker by texting (814) 207‑3422 or emailing
julmat1958@aol.com, or pick up a copy at Thompson’s
Pharmacies and at the Baker Mansion gift shop. All
proceeds go to the Blair County Historical Society.

Author John Frederick combines loves for the
environment and writing into insightful, witty
book

T

hey say to write what you know,
and John Frederick did just
that. Well, first he fell in love with
writing as a student at Bishop
Guilfoyle, then embraced his passion
for geography and environmentalism
at Penn State, took up cycling, then
wrote from a unique perspective
only he could know. The end result
is Winding Roads, the view from the
sometimes‑uncomfortable saddle of
a bicycle, offering intimate insight into the people cyclists
meet, the geography surrounding us, the roads we travel on
and the mechanism by which we move about.

We caught up with John to hear more about Winding
Roads, and how BG influenced his journey. Read on!
BG: What led you to start writing?
John: My interests in writing actually go back to my days
at Keith Junior High and Bishop Guilfoyle. I was inspired
by student teacher John Bravin (just before he began his
full‑time teaching at BG) and his supervising teacher,
Sister Mary Rita, in Journalism class in 1973‑74. I ended up
majoring in Geography at Penn State, but wandered back to
writing as part of my work with the Professional Recyclers
of Pennsylvania. I had always hoped to write about my

Keep reading on pg. 14…
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Author John Frederick… Continued from page 13
cycling adventures and finally began in earnest after my
older son Jared ’06 urged me to start the book more than a
dozen years ago.
BG: Tell us a little more about your book.
John: Winding Roads is not just a story about the rides, but
it’s also about transformation. I was a shy, nonathletic kid
until I began hiking and cycling. A cross‑country bicycling
trek after college graduation might have been my rite of
passage, but the things that lead up to that trip make for a
series of fascinating stories unto themselves.
BG: Looking at your time at BG, what do you
remember as being most impactful?
John: Beyond my student experiences, my thirteen years

teaching Earth and Environmental Science and coaching the
girls’ basketball team were incredibly valuable experiences.
Old students frequently recall Earth Science moments and
lessons when I see them, even three decades after they had
the class. Besides being fulfilling unto themselves, they laid
a foundation for a rewarding career as an environmental
professional.
BG: Where can we find Winding Roads?
John: My son Mark ’13 designed a great website where
you can learn more about the book, and how to buy a copy.
It’s johnjfrederick.com. My Facebook page is facebook.com/
AuthorJohnFrederick.

Alumna publishes two children’s books

C

athy (Bettwy) Breisacher, a 1988 graduate of Bishop
Guilfoyle High School, has two picture books scheduled
to release this spring. Her passion for picture books started
many years ago when she was in graduate school to become
an elementary school counselor and she witnessed the
power of stories to entertain, educate and inspire. Her
passion is to write fun, silly and funny stories that will put a
smile on kids’ faces. Below is a brief description of her two
upcoming books:
Cavekid Birthday is a prehistoric twist on O. Henry’s
The Gift of the Magi. For Caveboy and Cavegirl, gift‑giving
rocks! After all, they are best friends and they share the
same birthday. When it’s time to find the perfect present,
each one trades something they treasure to get something
for the other. But when it’s time to open their gifts, they are
in for a mammoth surprise.
“I hope readers will see how much fun it can be to use
their imaginations and creativity when they play,” Cathy says
about the story. “I hope kids will enjoy seeing how Caveboy
and Cavegirl solve their “problem” by using their ingenuity
and enjoying time together.”
Chip and Curly, the Great Potato Race is a pun‑filled
story where Chip dreams of winning a Golden Bushel Award
at the Annual Spud City Sack Race. When Curly shows up
with a spring in his step, Chip wonders if he can get this win
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in the bag or if his dreams of
winning will be mashed.
“I love potatoes and I love
puns,” Cathy says. “I enjoyed
thinking of words associated
with potatoes to use in this
book, and I hope readers will
have fun keeping an eye out
for those words as the story
unfolds. The illustrations by
Joshua Heinsz are colorful
and fun, so readers will want
to keep their eyes peeled for
the variety of potato characters that appear on the pages.
The book touches on the themes of friendship, competition
and the idea that winning isn’t everything. I want readers
to think about how good it feels when we practice good
sportsmanship. This is a meaningful topic to discuss with
children, especially in light of today’s climate.”
Cathy earned her Master’s Degree in Counselor
Education from the Pennsylvania State University and her
Master of Library Science Degree from Kutztown University.
She is employed by the Hollidaysburg Area School District
as an elementary school librarian. She lives in Hollidaysburg
with her husband, Chuck.

Alumni Updates
Upcoming Reunions: Catch up with your classmates!
Class of 1955
Meets for lunch at Al’s Tavern the 3rd Wednesday of
every month at 11:30.

Class of 1969 50th Reunion
The dates for the 50th Class Reunion have been set
for Friday, August 9, 2019 at the Buccinesse Club for
an informal get together and Saturday, August 10,
2019 at the Fiore Farm.
The RSVP information will be arriving in the mail
sometime in May. We hope to see a great turnout

from the largest class to graduate from Bishop
Guilfoyle Catholic High School.

Class of 1964 72nd Reunion
The Class of 1964 will be holding a 72nd Birthday
luncheon at Park Hills Country Club on Saturday,
October 6 from 1pm ‑ 6pm. After the luncheon
everyone will be heading to Mansion Park to watch
the BG Homecoming game. If you have any questions
please contact Carol Rodkey at 814‑942‑5895 or
814‑931‑9214.

Alumni: We Want to Hear from You

G

ive us insight into your best Bishop Guilfoyle memories
and the lasting moments that have extended long after
graduation. Your responses may be featured in an upcoming
publication.
Take a few minutes to share your story by visiting
www.bgalumninews.com and clicking on “Share Your
Story” at the top of the page.
You can also email your updates to Linda Skupien at
lskupien@bguilfoyle.org.

We’d love to hear about:
• College and career updates
• Multiple‑generation Marauders
• Ties to other alumni
• Classes, teachers or activities that
made a lasting impact
• Suggestions for the alumni
association
• Anything else you’d like to share!
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Check out our new BG Alumni News website at bgalumninews.com!

“Go make a difference. We can make a difference. Go make a difference in the world.”

Kids are the future, and
the kids at BG
are good kids.
They are solid.
‑ Colonel Donald Belsey

uch that I
BG shaped my faith so m
e path of
was inspired to pursue th
myself, so
becoming a religion teacher
same faith
that I could give back the
ed to have
experience that I was bless
at BG. ‑ Anna Dunning Fera
For future Purple & Gold magazines, we are looking for your alumni updates as well as ideas for students, staff,
faculty, and activities to spotlight. If interested, email development@bguilfoyle.org. Stay in touch with the BG
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community, and share your story!

