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BG’s Catholic
Foundation
A Strong
Family

OUR MISSION

The MISSION of Bishop Guilfoyle
Catholic High School is to
prepare young men and women
for rewarding and productive
lives in our global society;
young men and women of vision
and passion who are securely
grounded in Christian spirituality,
academic proficiency and
personal accountability.

OUR VISION

The VISION of Bishop Guilfoyle
Catholic High School is to be an
integral and perpetual resource
for our community by providing
exceptional educational
experiences that guide and
inspire students to fully develop
and share their abilities and
talents for the good of all God’s
children.

BOARD OF
TRUSTEES

The Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak,
DD, STL
Joseph K. Adams, Secretary
Kathryn (Kit) Benzel
Dr. James Burke
Joseph DeLeo
Scott W. Durbin
Michael A. Fiore, Chairman
Joan Lozinak
Dr. Frank C. Montecalvo, Vice Chairman
Robert Montler
Reverend Joseph T. Orr
John “Jay” Ruggery
George Savine, Treasurer
Soha Shanoudy
Erica Sheetz
Joseph J. Stevens III
Robert Tribeck
Gregory Wharton
J. Douglas Wolf
John J. Wolf, emeritus

You are the proud history, you are
the bright future

Y

ou are part of BG’s strong, proud history of offering local students and
families the lifelong benefits of rigorous, caring, Catholic education.
You are also its future.
BG is blessed by steadfast support from you, and from alumni, businesses,
friends and the community. The BG family is strong and united, perhaps more
than ever before.
Building on this solid foundation, an epic transformation is underway:
For the past ten years, BG has been redefining the high school experience, creating
college-ready, community-minded graduates, ready to lead, serve and change the
world. Now, in the fullest expression of BG’s Catholic identity, long-standing barriers
are being dismantled. Catholic principles and traditions are and will forever be at the
center of BG. In its ten years of independence, BG has grown beyond “a school for
Catholic students” and now welcomes all families in the greater Altoona area.
Making an exceptional, world-class private education accessible to all families,
regardless of income, will drive BG’s mission to make a life-changing impact for
students and the community we share.
You will see this vision come to life in the pages of this issue. I’m thrilled to share
these stories with you and to highlight how BG is not only embracing innovation, but
leading the way in the evolution of high school education.
Together, we have created something truly special that is changing lives and
benefitting not only our students and alumni, but the entire community. Thank
you for being part of this exciting time as we celebrate BG’s history and secure the
promise of its future.
On behalf of the students, families, faculty, staff and coaches, thank you.
Sincerely,

Joe Adams, President
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Scholarships
New Opportunities for
Students,
Benefits for the Community
Pioneering Partnerships with Local
Universities & Businesses Offer Mutual
Benefits

Sheetz, Saint Francis & BG are Kickstarting Careers, Ramping Up
Employee Recruitment & Keeping Top Talent in the Region

B

G’s innovative partnerships with local businesses and
universities is creating future business leaders and
providing opportunities to pay for college.
One of these programs is the Sheetz School & Career
Scholarz Program.
It’s a collaboration
between Bishop
Guilfoyle, Sheetz,
Inc. and Saint Francis
University. All three
institutions are working together to help students develop to
their fullest potential and become successful professionals.
The program combines traditional classroom instruction,
experiential learning on the job, exposure to college level
curriculum, and growing through mentorship. The program
allows talented and interested high school students to
complete their high school curriculum, while working and
training at Sheetz store locations and earning college credits
to develop as leaders within the Sheetz corporation or in their
chosen profession.
Selected students participate in the Sheetz training
program, gain experience in a Sheetz convenience store
location, receive mentoring from a Sheetz supervisor,
and earn University credits all during their high
school career.
“What makes this program unique is
the experiential learning opportunity
it provides students,” Amy O’Brien,
Employee Programs Coordinator at
Sheetz says. “Students are able to see
how their work experience ties into what
they are learning in their high school
and University level courses. They will
see first-hand the impact and importance
of professionalism, communication and
management to personal and professional success.”

The 2019-2020 academic school year is the program’s
first year, and Amy says that Sheetz is excited to see how
the program grows over the coming years. “Sheetz believes
in connecting with the communities we work in and serve.
Sheetz is also passionate about education and developing our
future workforce,” she says. “Our brand believes in embracing
the change and challenges of the future. We always need
fresh talent to help us innovate new ideas that will move
our business forward. The future will be shaped by
our people; and these students are contributing
and learning in a way that will empower them to
create the future.”
Dr. Peter Skoner, Associate Vice President
for Academic Affairs at Saint Francis University
says that the program was a natural extension
of existing partnerships between Bishop
Guilfoyle, Sheetz and Saint Francis that focus on
preparing the next generation of leaders. “Bishop
Guilfoyle is already a partner with Saint Francis and
it was a natural extension of the Professor in Residence

Keep reading on page 4…
FALL 2019/ bishopguilfoyle.org / 3

846-051 BG_Magazine 10.indd 3

11/16/19 11:12 AM

Scholarships
New Opportunities for Students,
Benefits for the Community
Pioneering Partnerships… Continued from page 3
program. Sheetz is also an educational partner for Saint
Francis, with many University alumni working within the
Sheetz organization, so another natural extension.”
Four Bishop Guilfoyle students are currently Sheetz
School & Career Scholarz. They applied as part-time Sheetz

We always need fresh talent
to help us innovate new ideas that
will move our business forward. The
future will be shaped by our people;
and these students are contributing
and learning in a way that will
empower them to create the future.
employees, were hired and assigned to a specific Sheetz store,
attended training, received orientation from a store manager,
and currently work at least two shifts each week. They are
also enrolled in a Saint Francis
University BUS 101, Wall Street
101: Business in a Global Society
course offered onsite at BG by a
Saint Francis faculty member as
part of the Professor in Residence
program. The schedule, activities,
and reflection for the integrated
Scholarz experience are managed
through an online Canvas site
where the four students interact
with three coordinators, one from
each of the partner organizations.
Ayden Craine
Saint Francis also invites the
students to campus for speakers
and events. Already this semester, the four Scholarz were on
campus to meet and hear Washington Post personal finance
columnist Michelle Singletary when she visited campus.
Dr. Skoner says that the program is a win-win-win for
all Sheetz, Saint Francis, and the students. “Sheetz is filling

a need by building a workforce, and they are serving the
community in their home region. Students are gaining
practical work experience that could lead to full-time
employment or part-time employment as they complete a
university degree. And Saint Francis builds enrollment, and
also serves community needs. Finally, it is a win for the local
region as well, providing opportunities for young adults to
gain experience, earn credits, and be paid.”
He sees unique benefits to the students to have both
a quality Catholic high school experience as well as a
quality Catholic University experience. “Since both BG and
Saint Francis are Catholic, and the value system, mission,
and student experiences are very similar. Leaders from
both institutions regularly collaborate on best practices,
implementing common programs, and planning learning
paths.”
Dominic Cacciotti, one of the four students piloting
the program, says he is already seeing the benefits. “Some
benefits I’ve already seen are
improved social skills, greater
appreciation of money and time
management,” he says. He was
introduced to the Sheetz School &
Career Scholarz by BG President
Joe Adams, and says the program
appealed to him because he would
be able to be exposed to life after
college while balancing high
school environment. Dom plans
to study business in college, fueled
in part by his dual enrollment
Dominic Cacciotti
class Wall Street 101 taught by
Saint Francis professor Dr. James
Logue.

This benefits the surrounding
community by having educated
young adults being taught about
business, so we can eventually come
back and improve our community.
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our people; and these students are
contributing and learning in a way
that will empower them to create
the future.

New Opportunities forScholarships
Students,
Benefits for the Community
Gia Bambocci is enjoying working at Sheetz as part of
the program. “I really wanted a new job, and I knew Sheetz
treats their employees well. I also
thought that I could get good
work experience at a job I would
like. I’m making more than I did
at my previous job and it’s giving
me a good look at what the food
service industry is supposed to be
like.”
She welcomes the opportunity
to have a job and be able to work
on her college credits, all while
in high school – a move she
says benefits the entire region.
Gia Bambocci
“This benefits the surrounding
community by having educated
young adults being taught about business, so we can
eventually come back and improve our community,”
she says.

I found the art of patience
and hard work are the keys to
doing your job correctly and well.

Philadelphia when she graduates. “BG is helping prepare me
for my future by giving me great opportunities,” she says.
By participating in Sheetz School & Career Scholarz,
students are able to learn about business, gain critical skills
in management, customer service, entrepreneurship, and
marketing. They are able to learn more about themselves and
have an experience that can strengthen their strong college
application and professional resume, all while earning
college credits.

BG is helping me prepare for
my future by giving me great
opportunities.
Successful program participants are given opportunities
to move into a career or college degree programs with
financial assistance—helping them avoid crippling student
loans and instilling self-reliance.
Special thanks to our partners at Sheetz and Saint Francis
University for helping to bring this story—and this amazing
program—to life!

Sophia Warner was interested in the opportunity because
she was looking for a job, something that she thought would
be just like school. “I couldn’t
have been more wrong!” she says.
“I found the art of patience and
hard work are the keys to doing
your job correctly and well. When
you have a job you are held to a
standard and if you don’t hold
your standard, then you’re not
doing your job right.” The work
experience is invaluable to her
as she plans to pursue a career in
business. “Meeting new people in
both a corporate and customer
Sophia Warner
capacity has given me so much
more wisdom and information that I didn’t have before,”
she says. She plans to go to college in either New York or
FALL 2019/ bishopguilfoyle.org / 5
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Teacher
Innovation:
maximizing the classroom
Teacher
Innovation
experience for optimal interaction between
faculty and students

Virtual Reality Makes the Whole World a
Classroom
Teachers Take the Lead on Innovation

B

ishop Guilfoyle knows that an exceptional learning
environment is one where teachers are on the forefront
of innovation. Tasked with creatively improving student
outcomes, their teachers are thinking outside of the
box, embracing new technology and ideas to grow both
themselves and their classrooms. Once they’ve successfully
implemented these ideas, they become experts in them, and
then train others in what they’ve learned.
One of these teachers is Diane Hayes. She saw virtual
reality goggles as a way for students to experience places and
things beyond their classroom.
“I was seeing virtual reality goggles being used in various
ways such as through gaming, other school settings, and work
environments,” Mrs. Hayes says. “I saw how the experience
was both fun and educational. At the same time we were

beginning new travel opportunities at Bishop Guilfoyle and
it seemed a way to extend that idea of seeing new places to
a wider number of students. The goggles allow teachers to
guide students through a variety of places. The investment
in our AR/VR (augmented reality/virtual reality) kit allows
students to go underwater, see new countries, explore cells
and see historical sites as a ‘virtual field trip.’”
Many teachers use virtual reality to support their history,
art, English, and science curriculum. In her language classes,
Mrs. Hayes uses the goggles to take her students on virtual
field trips to Spanish-speaking countries. In her World
Cultures class, they visit various cultural sites that support
her curriculum, such as India’s Taj Mahal.
Mrs. Hayes explains: “We use virtual reality (VR), which
is an immersive environment, and augmented reality (AR),
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Teacher Innovation
which adds digital elements to the natural environment. VR
uses goggles, and AR uses the headphones portion of the
goggles, or we can use student iPads.
She says the benefits speak for themselves. “Students are
interested in experiencing information in new ways. They
become engaged with the activity, which transitions into
knowledge acquisition. The AR/VR kit can be used as an
introduction to new material, an added cultural experience, a

The investment in our AR/
VR (augmented reality/virtual
reality) kit allows students to go
underwater, see new countries,
explore cells and see historical sites
as a ‘virtual field trip.
review of learned skills, or many other ways that our teachers
can imagine to add to lessons.”
She looks forward to implementing the next generation
of virtual reality, and involving students in creating their
own VR experiences. “We have the capabilities to create our
own virtual reality trips with our new 360 degree camera.
This opens up the possibility of students creating virtual trips
as projects. Furthermore, students who travel on the many

future trips planned through BG such as France, Austria,
China, Belize and Ireland can take 360 degree pictures while
on tour and create virtual trips. It will be a great way to
document the trip as well as allow others to experience what
they did.”
She recommends the addition of AR/VR technologies
to other teachers. “It is very exciting to see new ways this

By stepping into these new
worlds, we are better equipping
our students for future careers.
technology is being applied. Beyond educational applications,
AR/VR is being used in professional fields like architecture
to allow clients to walk through a new home before it is built
and in medicine to help surgeons in the operating room and
train new doctors. By stepping into these new worlds, we are
better equipping our students for future careers.”
She says that the faculty at BG is fortunate to have the
confidence and encouragement from the administration to
find new ways to invigorate their classrooms. “Our faculty
is bright and innovative and the supportive environment
generates excitement and independence to find new
technology, new ideas and new ways to grow.”

Teachers are creating the classrooms of the future today.
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BG

BG’s Catholic Foundation

Education in a Faith-Based Environment:
What it means to today’s high school students,
Catholic or not
Q&A with Religion Teacher and Campus Ministry Coordinator

O

ne aspect of BG that makes it unique is a dedication
to helping every student maximize their God-given
potential. Can you expand on this idea and how it impacts
students during their time in high school and beyond?

Discipline lets us assist students in training themselves for
greater achievement in their personal and professional lives.
Goodness enables us to focus on the formation of concrete
moral values, the goal of which is to make choosing the good,

Bishop Guilfoyle believes every student has equal value,
which is rooted in the Gospel.
Every student at BG is worth our best efforts when it
comes to providing an academic environment that is also
specially devoted to their personal growth.
Discipline, goodness, and learning. These three words
have defined the goals at BG from the inception of the school
nearly a century ago.

Every student at BG is worth
our best efforts when it comes to
providing an academic environment
that is also specially devoted to
their personal growth.

Part of BG’s faith identity means praying and worshiping together.
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BG’s Catholic Foundation
the better and the best not only relevant, but a significant part
of their journey in life.

BG

And learning speaks for itself when it comes to striving to
provide the absolute best learning environment for academic
excellence.
How does being immersed in a faith-based
environment enhance students’ experiences
in academics, athletics, social settings and
relationships? Is the impact different for students who
are not Catholic?

Students discuss a novel with Father Alan Thomas.

Encouraging our students to be open something bigger than
ourselves, to God, in all aspects of their lives is a key part of
the faith-based environment at BG, and we try to practice
what we preach on that point. This is a fundamental part of
the Christian life.
For students who are not Christian, BG believes that
helping students to open their lives to what is true, good and
beautiful in the world is not simply positive thinking. History
shows that openness to the transcendent can produce a much
deeper, richer engagement with any field of study. Being able
to engage with students who believe in the existence of the

Keep reading on page 10…

Heard in the Halls: Student Perspective
How does BG’s faith-based environment directly
impact YOU as a Catholic?
Karen Catherine (12th grade)
I transferred to BG as a junior and the main difference for
me is the culture. At BG, students show respect for teachers
and for each other by showing up to class on time, working
hard and completing assignments. I enjoy religion classes
because they explore important life issues.
Dominic Cacciotti (11th grade)
The opportunities that every student has at BG to go on
the walk with Christ are amazing. In my three years here,
I’ve made it my goal to make it to as many religious events
as possible. I’ve been to retreats, ALIVE, and training for
lectoring and Eucharistic ministry. I wanted to be involved
with these ministries because they help me grow in my faith
and become a better person, friend and leader.

Brady Bithell (12th grade)
When I transferred to BG for my junior year, the biggest
difference I noticed is that we talk openly about God, which
has made it a positive experience for me. God is built into
BG, not just in religion classes but in how students interact.
Nicole Himes, non-Catholic Christian
BG offers spiritual guidance and the general basics of any
Christian, Catholic or non-Catholic, and that is a relationship with Jesus Christ. Fellowship with each other and a
relationship with Jesus is what all of us are called to do in
love in Matthew 22: 37-39. I benefit from the curriculum
because the teachers are on fire for Christ and what He can
do through them. I believe that the Holy Spirit has used me
at one point or another to impact those around me. Even if I
don’t realize or even know what I can do, I want to give all of
the glory to God because I know He is the one who changes
hearts to become closer to Him. I know the Holy Spirit uses
even small things to show God’s love He displayed on the
cross through His Son.
FALL 2019/ bishopguilfoyle.org / 9

846-051 BG_Magazine 10.indd 9

11/16/19 11:12 AM

BG

BG’s Catholic Foundation

Catholic Identity & Faith Education… Continued from page 9
spiritual and the transcendent brings non-Christian students
into dialogue with some of the values that have helped shape
western civilization for millennia, and their part in that dialogue is a welcome one.
Similarly, how do non-Catholic students beneﬁt from
faith-based activities and curriculum?
The exploration of God in the history of human philosophical
thought has provided both the foundation for cultural change
and the grounding for the authentic application of human
reason time and time again. Questions about the nature of
good and evil or the purpose, origin and destiny of human
life are timeless, and go directly to the heart of some of the
most serious moral and societal questions of our time. By
tackling these issues regularly and seriously within a critical
thinking framework and with the dual tools of both faith and
reason, the BG curriculum provides a powerful opportunity
for personal engagement by every single student, no matter
their own religious background.
Non-Catholic students enrich the educational environment with their own experiences and perspectives, and have
the opportunity to greatly benefit from BG’s faith-based
culture even if they are not Catholic, or even Christian!

Can you provide some examples to illustrate the vitality of BG’s Catholic identity and how attending BG
helps students to grow in their faith?
While the faith-based environment at BG is structured in
such a way that it benefits non-Catholic and even non-Christian students, we have a special mission and responsibility to
our Catholic students.
The focus on this mission has been in great evidence
in recent years. Just last year, students formed “Alive,” a

The BG curriculum provides a
powerful opportunity for personal
engagement by every single
student, no matter their own
religious background.
student-led youth ministry in the school. From this grew
monthly praise and worship at the school centered on the
Eucharist, in which student participation continues to grow.
Students have created and led after-school Bible studies on
their own initiative, and two of our current seniors chose to
enhance our campus with Stations of the Cross and a beautiful prayer grotto for Our Lady as their Girl Scout projects.
We’ve welcomed nationally-known Catholic speakers for
special events, instituted monthly confessions to prep for allschool Mass, and firmly rooted instruction in faith throughout the school. And I truly believe that the Holy Spirit is just
getting started!
Most importantly, BG is committed to handing on the
Catholic faith in the most authentic and personal way possible: We aim to enable an environment where the transforming power of grace is welcomed and proclaimed and the
relationship to make it effective is encouraged. This is the
very heart of an authentic Catholic education.

Bishop Mark visits BG.
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Teacher Innovation
The Next Generation Classroom Experience
is Here

Teacher-Driven Classroom Innovation: Chris Brown uses Canvas for next
generation classroom experience

B

ishop Guilfoyle’s teachers are at the forefront of the
school’s innovation revolution. Empowered to continually
evolve and improve their classrooms, they are creating next
generation learning experiences that both benefit the students
during high school and equip them for the future. One of
these teachers is English teacher Chris Brown. He utilizes
Canvas, a ‘digital classroom’ learning management system
where students go for lessons, assignments, and content, as
well as interacting with both teachers and other students and
track grades and performance.

My hope and my goal is to use
technology to get to a place where
I can have more meaningful face to
face interactions with my students.
Mr. Brown had already used Canvas in other educational
settings, so he was familiar with it and knew that it could
benefit his classroom at BG. “I think that it nicely provides
all of the functionality that you’d want from a course
management system: I can post material and push out
assignments, students can complete and submit work, I can
host class discussion and pass information out to students.
There has been a bit of a learning curve for students, but
I’m optimistic that as they become more comfortable with
the tools, students will find Canvas to be an asset to their
education.”
He decided to implement the digital learning management
system to make content more accessible to his students.
“One of the great things at BG is that our students take so
many opportunities to extend their learning beyond the
classrooms, but learning outside of the classroom brings the
associated challenge of keeping students in the loop when
they have missed class. With Canvas, it’s easy to aggregate
and disseminate the material we cover in class and provides

students with the ability to review and
complete assignments without delay so
that they don’t fall behind in class.”
He says that benefits to his class is
evident. “Canvas provides a nice single
place where I can post all of the course
content, making it easy for students to
review information and access material
from a class they might have missed.
The assignment submission feature
Chris Brown
reduces the need for me to collect
assignments, score them by hand and
then pass back work. Instead, I can collect a digital copy of
the work and provide scoring and feedback all while the
student is able to retain a copy of the work for further study;
this is especially helpful for test prep as students are never
without the relevant work.”
He says that Canvas is an essential tool as BG shifts to
provide rich opportunities outside the classroom. With
students frequently taking advantage of retreats, field
trips, various extracurriculars, Canvas provides needed
infrastructure to allow for flexibility and keep students on
track with course work. “It nicely compliments the goals that
we’re working towards,” he says.
“I think that learning has always been and will always
be primarily a task of focusing one’s attention. I think that
the best teachers are the ones that can powerfully grab that
attention and help students to direct it in productive ways,”
he says. He says that technology in the classroom always has
the potential to be a distraction rather than a help, and can
end up just being “technology for technology’s sake.”
“As a teacher, I want to evolve so that I’m using technology
to reduce or eliminate time spent of administrative tasks that
need to be done but that don’t directly help students, and
to augment or support the things that truly matter in the
classroom. My hope and my goal is to use technology to get
to a place where I can have more meaningful face-to-face
interactions with my students.”
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Facilities
The Names and Faces of Your BG Team
Suzanne Provenzano

Jana Sidler

• 31st year teaching at BG, and
40th year overall

• 33rd year teaching at BG

• Teaches Mathematics and Physics

• Teaches Art History and Art Studio

“Bishop Guilfoyle truly is a faith
community with a mission of educating
students academically and spiritually.
The depth of spiritual commitment
of my students renews my faith on a
daily basis. Their kindness, respect and
compassion towards all are what keep me returning year after
year.”

“Raised by parents committed to Catholic
education, I was blessed to attend
Catholic institutions for 15 years. I credit
my successes to the grooming I had and
continue to believe in the benefits of
teaching, in a faith-based community,
where we live by our mission to educate
our students to acquire critical thinking and problem-solving
strategies for lifelong learning.”

Chalsea Kowalski

Victoria Byrne

• Teaches AP Psychology,
Psychology, World History and
Pre-AP Geography
• 5th year of teaching

• Teaches Anatomy and Physiology I,
Anatomy and Physiology II,
and Microbiology and Forensic
Science.

“Bishop Guilfoyle focuses not only on
providing rigorous courses to actively
involve each student, but allows them
to study abroad, earn a multitude of
college credits while in high school and
truly emphasizes the importance of opening our hearts to
Jesus Christ. The BG culture is ever-evolving and opening
the doors for an affordable Catholic
education.”

“My personal goal is to create global
students with the ability to think critically
and apply their knowledge to situations
for the good of all. I approach this goal
by providing my students real world opportunities both
inside and outside of the classroom. The benefit of Catholic
education is the holistic approach that we take here—body,
mind, and spirit.”

Jonathan Mountain

• Teaches Band, Choir, AP Music
Theory, Music History and Theory,
Music Appreciation and Drama
• 3rd year of teaching
“I believe that every student should
be given access to a quality music
education. Music is a vital part of everything we do in every
stage of life, and I strive to teach my students to become
life-long musicians and listeners, no matter what they pursue
after graduation.”

• 20th year of teaching at BG

Alyssa Fasolo

• Teaches British/World Literature
and Composition, 7th Grade ELA,
8th Grade ELA, Public Speaking
and Journalism
• 1st year of teaching at BG
“I really value the opportunity to work
with students and help them develop
a love for learning. Working at BG has
given me a chance to connect with
faculty and students alike who have been so welcoming and
supportive in every aspect.”
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Facilities
Mark Mielnik

Nicole Querry

• 2nd year teaching at BG and 17th
year teaching overall

• 4th year teaching at BG

• Teaches Health and Physical
Education

“It has been a pleasure to teach at
BG. As a teacher you are supported
and encouraged to try new things
and push the envelope in your area of
expertise. To me, one’s overall fitness
looks at the whole person (Spiritual, Physical, Mental, Social,
Environmental, Financial and occupational), with spiritual
health being the umbrella that covers over every other area.”

Tyler Moudry

• Teaches AP European History,
AP U.S. History, Pre AP U.S.
History, U.S. History Pre-Columbia
to 1860, U.S. History 1850 to
Present, and Introduction to
Psychology.
• 2nd year teaching at BG and 8th
year teaching overall
“I enjoy teaching at BG because you not only have the
challenging academics, you can incorporate faith in the
classroom and come together as a school family through
prayer. I always inform my students when we start any class I
demand from them improvement, not perfection.”

Stacey Adams,

• Teaches Algebra 2, Pre-Algebra,
Geometry and Algebra 3/
Trigonometry.
• 7th year teaching at BG and 12th
year teaching overall
“Bishop Guilfoyle provides every student
with not only an excellent education,
but it gives each student a sense of
family and belonging that stays with you for many years after
high school. Being able to instill Catholic values creates an
environment that helps students grow into fine young men
and woman.”

• Teaches Accounting 1 and
Accounting 2, Personal Finance
and Technology
“I really enjoy teaching at BG because
the community-oriented and strong
Christian environment creates such
a positive experience for the students
academically. BG had such a strong impact on my life as a
student here not only academically but as a strong Christian.”

Stuart Crocker

• Teaches Chemistry Lab, AP
Chemistry, BASIC Programming,
C++ Programming, AP Computer
Science, AP Computer Science
Principles.
• 30th year teaching
“Teaching is a very difficult job and it
takes a special person to be a teacher. As a
teacher, you must get used to the idea that
you may never know your results until years later. Sometimes
never. As students come back to visit, you learn how you
touched their lives in a positive manner.”

Gina Baker

• Teaches Biology, Pre AP
Biology, AP Biology, Ecology,
Environmental Sustainability,
AP Environmental Science, and
Integrated Science
• 32nd year of teaching
“I love teaching at BG. Through the
support of the administration, faculty
and staff, we are able to truly put student
needs first. To me, that’s what teaching is all about.”

Keep reading on page 14…
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Facilities
Your BG Team… Continued from page 12
Diane Hayes

• Teaches Spanish; Exploring
World Cultures
• 4th year teaching at BG
“Beyond teaching my subject matter, I
want to encourage students to nurture
their strengths, seek God’s purpose, be
curious about the world, and become
life-long learners. BG supports my
teaching philosophy.”

Katrina Brown

• Teaches English
• 38th year of teaching
“Specific to Bishop Guilfoyle, teaching
is special, spiritual and unique. At BG,
I am afforded the opportunity to apply
my experience that focuses on Lesson
Design and teacher/student support.
I believe that students should play
a direct and deliberate role in their own learning whether
independent or collaborative in nature.”

Jonathan Shaw

• Teaches Biology, Life Science,
Introduction to Chemistry and
Physics, Technical Writing and
the Scientific Method and
Health
• 2nd year teaching at BG
“Bishop Guilfoyle grants individual
teachers’ great freedom when it comes
to methodology and delivery of curriculum. Increased
freedom allows teachers to fully and effectively engage
students in all aspects of the learning process, in turn,
unlocking the maximum potential of every student.”

Chris Drenning

• Athletic Director
• 1st year at BG

“Bishop Guilfoyle is a special place for our students, faculty,
alumni, and administration. I’m anxious to help the Athletic
Department enhance the experience for all of our studentathletes and for the Marauder community at large.”

Tori Wilsoncroft

• School Counselor
• 1st year teaching at BG
“Bishop Guilfoyle is a small school, and
I love that because I get to know the
students individually. Each student is
so unique, and I am honored to be the
person that they come to during times
of struggle, and celebration. Watching
the students at BG set and reach their own personal goals has
been extremely rewarding.”

Anna Shrift

• Teaches English Language
Development, Art, and
Technology
• 7th year of teaching
“As a member of the Bishop Guilfoyle
Class of 2005, Bishop Guilfoyle will
always have a special place in my heart.
This emotional connection motivates me
to do my very best each day.”

Robert Sutton

• Teaches Foundations of Faith and
Catholic Discipleship
• 14th year of teaching at BG
“My goal as an educator and campus
minister has always been to put Christ
at the center of the experience of
our students, and to emphasize the
transformative power that a personal,
saving relationship with Him can have for
them throughout the rest of their lives. BG has truly changed
my own life and my own approach to teaching for the
better.”
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Celebrating Our Community

Guilfoyle Fund
Principal’s Society ($5,000 and up)
Mr. Michael Fiore ‘80
Dr. David Karl ‘59
Mrs. Joan Bettwy Lozinak ‘59
Mr. Joseph Reilly
Guilfoyle Society ($2,500–$4,999)
Harrison C. & Margaret A. Snyder
Charitable Trust
Purple & Gold Society
($1,000–$2,499)
Mr. David Hogan ‘62
Mr. James Moser ‘50
Norfolk Southern Charitable Match
Trust
Mr. Wilfred Reilly ‘62
Mr. Julius Romagnoli ‘55
Mrs. Barbara Spayd ‘55
In Memory of Deceased
Classmates
William J. Haberstroh Law Offices
Honor Roll Society ($500–$999)
Mr. Ronan Adams ‘67
Mr. Owen Biesinger ‘51
Mr. Richard Carroll ‘65
Mr. William Datres ‘40
Mr. Joseph DeMarco
Deacon James Fogle ‘60
Mrs. Delores Holzer
Mr. David Poeschl ‘64
Mr. Donald Ruggery ‘81
Mr. Mark Shank ‘71
Mrs. Patricia Stankiewicz
In Memory of Andrew Stankewicz
Attorney Douglas Stoehr ‘76
Mrs. Karen Hummel Tribeck ‘87
Mrs. Dianna Fedeli Turchetta ‘65
Mr. Dennis Walsh
Mrs. Janet Bieniek Zakrzwski ‘87

Marauder Society ($100–$499)
Dr. Francis Aigner ‘49
Dr. William Aigner ‘53
Mr. Thomas Aleman ‘70
Mrs. Anne Helm Anderson ‘64
Mr. Thomas Bartley ‘93
Ms. Carol A. Beigle ‘58
Mrs. Christine Cunningham Bickle
‘68
BlackRock
Mr. Daniel Bobetich ‘02
Mr. Joseph Bott ‘51
Dr. Stephen Bott ‘73
Miss Amy Bumann ‘91
Mrs. Nancy Pietrolungo Cashman
‘74
Mrs. Patricia Hensler Ciesinski ‘87
Mrs. Rebecca Condrin-Farr ‘78
Mrs. Mary Ann Corbo Connors ‘59
Attorney Richard Consiglio ‘63

Mr. Robert Cox ‘76
Mr. Francis Dambeck ‘84
Mr. William Del Biondo ‘61
Mr. David DelBiondo ‘76
Mrs. Annetta Piccirilli Dettwiller ‘62
Mr. Dennis Dobbie ‘72
Mr. James Eckenrode
Mrs. Mary Beth Rudolph Edmonds
‘68
Mr. David Eisel ‘65
Mr. Richard Ergler ‘52
Mrs. Rosalind Hatch Everhart ‘63
Mr. David Fiore ‘75
Mrs. Sara Fiore-Gunnett ‘96
Mr. James Fitzgerald ‘75
Miss Nancy Foster ‘60
Mrs. Denise Gallagher Fox ‘89
Mrs. M. Marjorie Frank Frantz ‘55
Mrs. Barbara Banholzer
Fraundorfer ‘50
Mrs. Sara Stevens Gardner ‘67
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Shared Visions, Shared Values

Mr. Joseph Georgiana ‘61
Mr. Tony Gioiosa
Mr. James Gipprich ‘61
The Honorable Stanley Glod ‘54
Mr. Jonathan Grier
Mr. Thomas Haberstroh ‘61
Mrs. Carol Dzielski Hallberg ‘61
Mrs. Judith Georgiana Hatch ‘61
Mrs. Virginia Wolf Hauser ‘82
Mr. Gerald Hoff ‘53
Ms. Carolyn Hupert ‘54
Mrs. Lenora Fiore Irwin ‘60
Theresa Jodon
Mr. William Karl ‘52
Mr. Bill Kech
Mr. David Kenepp ‘68
Mr. Robert Kenny ‘61
Mrs. Rita Kibler
Mr. Michael Knote
Mrs. Barbara Allen Kooman ‘70
On behalf of Dr. Dennis DeLeo &
Mary K DeLeo 50th anniversary
Mrs. Charlene Fields Labriola ‘66
Mr. Alexander Launchi ‘63
Mrs. Donna Lee Laraia Long ‘59
Ms. Margaret Lumadue ‘68

Mr. Patrick McAleer ‘60
McCartney’s Work Place Solutions
Mrs. Patricia Vetakis Meyers ‘71
Mrs. Lisa Mason Michelone ‘79
Attorney John Milliron ‘65
Mr. Murray Minick ‘55
Mr. Anthony Misitano ‘72
Mrs. Patricia Foster Montgomery
‘45
Mr. N.Jeffrey Muller ‘67
Vera Nazaruk
Mr. Stephen Nedimyer ‘68
Dr. William Neugebauer ‘68
Mr. F. Ronald O’Keefe ‘68
Mr. William Plank ‘51
Mrs. Suzanne Thoma Provenzano
Mr. Jared Pufka ‘03
Mr. Joseph Pufka ‘78
Mr. Richard Pulcino ‘68
Mr. Joseph Reilly ‘55
Mr. David Rhoa ‘77
In memory of Vincent Young ‘77
Mrs. Patricia Carney Rhoa ‘55
In memory of Rita Ciambotti
Luciano
Mrs. Carol Moncin Rice ‘69
Mr. John Richers ‘73
Mr. David Rito ‘71
Mr. George Roesch ‘56
Mr. Lawrence Rossbach ‘68
Mrs. Joan Yetter Rothrauff ‘55
Mrs. Sheila M. Montler Rowan ‘73
Mrs. Anna Jean Monahan Ruggery
‘47
Mr. William Saller ‘52
Mrs. Rita DiDomenico Sangiorgi
‘48
Ms. Amy Seltzer
Seltzer Financial Strategies LLC
Mrs. Veronica Casey Shaffer ‘56
Mr. Lawrence Shank ‘77

Mrs. Karen Settimio Shea ‘75
Dr. Craig Shrift ‘73
Mr. Robert Sigrist ‘59
Mr. Michael Sisto ‘71
Mr. Donald Snyder ‘52
Mrs. Monica Luddy Souza ‘80
Mrs. Constance Lockwood
Steinbugl ‘57
Mrs. Joan Fry Stern ‘58
Dr. Thomas Stich ‘55
Mrs. Barbara Mannion Stoehr ‘53
Judge Timothy Sullivan ‘77
Mrs. Anita Tedeschi Svoboda ‘62
Mrs. Rosalie Melnick Tarris ‘75
Mr. C. Robert Tate ‘64
Mr. Alan Temofonte ‘66
Miss Nicole Temofonte ‘93
Mr. Frank Thalhauser ‘66
Ms. Elizabeth Greinader Thomas
‘67
Mrs. Colette Adams Tillery ‘70
Mrs. Mary Moloney Triana ‘48
Mrs. Colleen Walker Mar ‘86
Miss Joyce Walter ‘48
Mrs. Elaine Seidel Weaver ‘55
Mr. Thomas Weimer ‘64
Mrs. Joan Gerstbrein Weston ‘58
Krissa Weyant
Ms. Linda Wharton ‘68
Mrs. Barbara Yahner Wilson ‘49
Ms. Muriel Woomer
Mr. Edward Yetsko ‘53
Mr. David Yorgy ‘68
Mr. Stephen Yorgy ‘67
Mr. Robert Zakrzwski
Gerard S. Ziegler, CPA
Friend (under $100)
Mr. Eugene Adams ‘62
Anonymous
Ms. Esther Auker ‘74
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Celebrating Our Community

Guilfoyle Fund
Ms. Concetta Azzarella
Mrs. Eugenia Piotrowski Bagley ‘60
Mrs. Donna Cassidy Bailey-Wagner
‘52
Ms. Antoinette Balestino ‘65
Mr. John Balzano ‘75
Mrs. Margaret Giansante
Baumgartner ‘72
Mr. & Mrs. James Beiswenger
Mrs. Deborah Altiero Black ‘67
Mrs. Jennifer Butler
Mr. Jared Campbell ‘00
Mrs. Kathy Boslett Capriani ‘81
Mr. Damian Charlesworth ‘94
Mr. Richard Ciccarella ‘03
Mrs. Lalon Criste Clark ‘58
Mrs. Mary Alice Gibson Conte ‘57
Mrs. Josephine Corbo
Mrs. Delores Yost Cree ‘58
Ms. E. Karen Culp ‘67
Mr. Mark Daus ‘76
Mrs. Helen Lerchenberger Davis
‘51
Mr. Thomas DeBernardis ‘74
Mr. Frank Densevich ‘56
Mr. Joseph DeRubis ‘69
Mrs. Elizabeth Lucket Despot ‘68
Mr. Joseph Doyle
Mr. Joseph Dumm ‘69
Mrs. Gloria Bellizia Dunio ‘47
Mr. George Ehgartner ‘80
Mrs. Janice Panek Engle ‘59
Terrence Farley
Mr. Scott Feathers
Mrs. Barbara Ann Heuston Field
‘57
Mr. Lawrence Field ‘77
Mr. Carl Geishauser ‘61
Dr. Frank Genovese ‘67
Mr. Thomas Gerstbrein ‘65
Glaxosmithkline Foundation

Mrs. Patricia Cuzzolina Glogowski
‘62
Mr. Louis Gresik
Mr. Anthony G. Hallinan ‘69
Mrs. Diane Hayes
Mrs. Michele Nagle Homan ‘96
Ms. Pauline Kawtoski ‘64
Ms. Susan Kaye ‘75
Ms. Colleen Kelly ‘10
Mr. Stephen Kirkpatrick ‘82
Mrs. Emma Sepp Kneidinger ‘48
Mrs. Catherine Hesser Lesica ‘74
Mr. James Love ‘51
Mr. Michael Luckett ‘71
Mrs. Mary Smith Lysinger ‘49
Dr. Elvira Maniglia ‘73
Mr. Brian McConnell
Mrs. Lucia Orsena McLaughlin ‘69
Ms. Marion Gates Mentch ‘61
Mrs. Charlotte Brandt Miller ‘46
Mr. Michael Miller ‘68
Mrs. Jean Ann Beck Mitchell ‘53
Mrs. Judith Karstetter Mueller ‘61
Mr. Regis Myers ‘72
Mrs. Mary Ann Joyce Oesterle ‘57
Mrs. Marie Hoff Petro ‘58
Mr. Louis Prosperi ‘71
Mr. J. Patrick Rodgers ‘54
Mrs. Pauline Maier Rowan ‘59
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Ruggery ‘07
Mrs. Eleanor Huber Ryan ‘50
Mr. Michael Savino ‘77
In memory of Vincent Young ‘77
Mr. James Schoenfelder
Mrs. Colleen Reilly Schrieber ‘47
Mrs. Deborah Cheslock Scully ‘83
Mrs. Pamela Vestri Sheehe ‘70
Ms. Anna Shrift ‘05
Mrs. Laverne Reighard Siters ‘53
Mrs. Linda Pirro Skupien ‘69
Mr. Daniel Smith ‘73

Mrs. Margareta Leiden Smith ‘80
Mr. Thomas Smith ‘83
Mrs. Christina Kowalski Sprouse
‘94
Mrs. Cynthia Kavinsky Stevens ‘74
Mr. John Stevens ‘75
Mr. Joseph F. Stoltz ‘68
Mr. Edward Swisher ‘44
Mr. John Tate ‘62
Mrs. Marie Hoover Taylor ‘49
Mrs. Marjorie Sharbaugh Taylor ‘46
Miss Jenifer Temofonte ‘90
Mr. Silvio Temofonte
Ms. Patricia Walker ‘57
Kathleen Wawrynovic
Mrs. Colleen Adams Wilson ‘80
Mr. Matthew Wood ‘76
Mrs. Mary Ann Miller Zelko ‘73
Mrs. Loretta Tomlinson Zeth ‘58
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Scholarships
Thank you to all of our generous scholarship sponsors who help make a BG
education available to more area students!
Named Scholarships
Agnes and Nicholas Genovese
Memorial Scholarship
Allegheny Club of Hollidaysburg
Named Scholarship
Altoona Sunrise Rotary Scholarship
Anna Marrocco Memorial
Scholarship
BGCHS Class of 1971 Class
Challenge Named Scholarship
Carl & Linda Cacciotti Named
Scholarship
Carol Chop Named Scholarship
Fund
Christina Purcell Memorial
Scholarship
Class of 1956 Named Scholarship
Class of 1959 Scholarship
Class of 1977 Fund
Deceased Members Class of 1955
Scholarship
Douglas V. Stoehr Family
Scholarship
Edward and Virginia Leipold, Sr.
Memorial Scholarship
Eleanor Toth Memorial Named
Scholarship
Ernest G Jr. & Anna Marie Keirn
Harf Scholarship
Ferdinand and Mafalda DelGrosso
Scholarship
Frank and Josephine DeLeo Jr.
Memorial Scholarship
George M. Lechner Memorial
Named Scholarship
Gerald Cooper Memorial Named
Scholarship
Herbert T. Wolf Scholarship
Jack & Nancy Kirkpatrick Named
Scholarship
James and Agnes Eckenrode
Scholarship

James and Alberta (Beck) Reilly
Memorial Scholarship
John A. & Helen D. Despot
Scholarship
Kirkpatrick/Bearer Named
Scholarship
Leonard S. and Mary E. Fiore
Family Scholarship
Lisa Belsey Pufka Scholarship
Lt. John Joseph Wiley Scholarship
Margaret M. Bilka Memorial
Scholarship
Marty Bennetti Scholarship Fund
Mary E. & Thomas A. Irwin
Scholarship
Mary Kantoski Memorial
Scholarship
Michael A. Fiore Family Scholarship
Robert, Dolores and Rachael Rice
Scholarship

Tori’s Life Journey Scholarship
Wolf-Kuhn Foundation Scholarship

Endowed Scholarships
BGCHS Class of 1961 Endowment
Class of 1956 Scholarship
Endowment
Class of 1962 Endowment
Emma Brolley Endowment
Ernest V. Salvi Scholarship
Endowment
ICF Endowments
John and Helene (Gehl) Flick
Endowment
Sally Wharton Memorial
Endowment
Willie Gruber & Family Memorial
Scholarship Endowment
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Celebrating Our Community

In Memory of Carrie Kibler Detwiler
Ms. Lois Ampthor Burns
Wendy Askew
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ebsch
Attorney R. Thomas Forr
Mr. Roy Holtz
Mr. & Mrs. Dana P. Imler

Mrs. Lenora Fiore Irwin ‘60
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kephart
Mrs. Rita Kibler
Mrs. Jane Madden Becker
Mrs. Alberta Maschue
Mr. & Mrs. John Matthews

Mr. David Nazaruk
Vera Nazaruk
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Saufler
Judge Timothy Sullivan ‘77
Cynthia Zoll

In Memory of Dr. Dennis Deleo
Big Red Rooster Flow, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Barrett
Mrs. Deborah Black
Mr. Robert Crook II
Philip Devorris
Mr. Kirk Dodson, ‘76
Attorney and Mrs. R. Thomas Forr,
Jr.
Mr. Christopher Gable
Mrs. Emily Hatch ‘57
Mr. Timothy Hatch, ‘65
Mr. & Mrs. A James Hite
Mark Imrie

Mr. Michael Irwin, ‘63
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel McCloskey
Steven Neidlinger
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Pellegrine
Paige Pfeffer
Reed & Sahlaney Orthodontics
Mr. Mark & Mrs. Lisa Ruston, ‘78,
‘82
Richard Sanders ‘90
Mr. George J. Jr. & Mrs. Judith
Savine ‘66
Ms. Amy Seltzer
Mrs. Patricia Shingler

Mrs. Jana Sidler
Mr. Joseph Stevens, ‘86
Mrs. Josephine Stitt
Mr. Alan & Mrs. Elaine Temofonte,
‘66
Miss Jenifer Temofonte
Thomas Villani
Blair Companies
Mrs. Kathleen Walls, ‘61
Mr. John & Mrs. Ann Wolf, ‘55
Mr. & Mrs. J. Douglas Wolf, ‘80

Empower Business Solutions, Inc.
Empower3 Center for Health
First National Bank of PA
First Stop Shop
FUNDEDU LLC
Mr. Dale Gormley
Mr. Francis Goss, Jr.
HealthSouth
Irwin Financial
Knights of Columbus Council #551
Leonard S. Fiore, Inc.
McMullen Furniture Store, Inc.
NPC Inc.
Park Audio & Video II, Inc.
Peerless Properties, LLC
Red Shamrock Building &
Remodeling, LLC
Reed & Sahlaney Orthodontics

Ruggieri Enterprises, LLC/Spherion
Staffing
Saint Francis University
Mr. George J. Jr. & Mrs. Judith
Savine ‘66
Mr. Peter Skoner
The EADS Group, Inc.
Thompson Pharmacy
Attorney Robert & Mrs. Karen
Tribeck
Dr. Adam Trybus Sr
UPMC
Ward Transport & Logistics
Warren A. Gingrich Agency, Inc.

Golf Sponsors
Albemarle Foundation
Mrs. Deanna Anderson
Mr. Charles Andros, II, ‘86
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Beam, Jr.
Bedford Regional Urology, P.C.
BG Golf Outing SMOG
Blue Knob Auto Sales, Inc.
BMZ Law
Mrs. Jennifer Butler
C E Wood Construction, Inc.
Coldwell Banker Town & Country
Real Estate
Attorney Richard & Mrs. Sally
Consiglio, ‘63,’64
Mr. Mitchell Cooper, ‘73
Craig Fencing Inc.
Empire Communication Systems,
Inc.
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Shared Visions, Shared Values

Thank You for Your Support!
2018-2019 Members
Capt. Donald Abrashoff ’78
ACRP
In Memory of James Wesner
Ruthi Adams-Joseph
Mr. Scott Allshouse ’80
ARC Federal Credit Union
Mr. Michael Ball
Mr. Anthony Bambocci
Mr. William Beard ’60
Mrs. Kellie Wesner Bettwy ’07
In Memory of James Wesner
Blue Knob Auto Sales, Inc.
Mrs. Carol Ann Adams Bobetich ’77
In Memory of James Wesner
Mr. Edward Boslet ’54
Builders Inc.
Mrs. Jennifer Butler
Mr. Donald Ciccarella ’56
Dr. Bryan Cioffari
Sylvia Colyer
Mrs. Mary Conrad
Attorney Richard Consiglio ’63
Father Crosser, ’48
Mr. Mark Daus ’76
DeGol Organization
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Dombrosky
Mr. James Eckenrode
Mr. Michael Fiore ’80

Mr. Richard Fiore ’69
Attorney R. Thomas Forr
In Memory of James Wesner
Mr. Joseph Georgiana ’61
Mr. Victor Gioiosa, ’73
Mr. Louis Gresik
Dr. Carolyn Gresik Hagg ’89
Dr. James Harf ’57
Mary Lou Harton
Mrs. Virginia Wolf Hauser ’82
Mr. David Hogan ’62
Mr. Thomas Hooper
Mrs. Lenora Fiore Irwin ’60
Mrs. Rebecca Nader Irwin ’92
Joshua House Inc.
Mrs. Carol Marlett King ’59
Dr. William Kirsch
Klesius & Sheedy, Inc.
Mr. J Kirk Kling
Mr. Donald Krug
Levine Engineering, LLC
Links Landscaping Lawn Care &
Home Improvement
Mr. Michael Luciano
Mr. Theodore Manna ’90
Mrs. Catherine Frezza Misitano ’72
Dr. Frank Montecalvo
Mr. Mark Moschella ’72

Ms. Kathyrn McFee Nabozny ’65
Mr. John Nagle
Mrs. Linda Drabic Nagle ’74
In Memory of James Wesner
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nalisnick
Todd Negola
New Pig Corporation
Dr. Randy Patterson
Dr. Fred Petrunak ’70
Mr. John Provenzano ’71
Mr. Daniel Ramsey ’18
Mrs. Jane Cassarly Roland ’62
Mr. Donald Ruggery
Mr. F. Thomas Ryan ’46
Mr. George Savine ’66
Mr. Christopher Seymore
Mrs. Soha Shanoudy
Mr. Robert Sigrist ’59
Mr. Michael Sisto ’71
Mr. Donald Snyder ’52
Mr. Joseph Stevens ’60
Mr. Charles Tate ’71
Dr. Adam Trybus ’78
Mr. Daniel Wiley ’69
Don Witherspoon
Mr. J. Douglas Wolf ’09
Mr. John Wolf ’55
Wolf Furniture Enterprises, Inc.
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Activity Funds
Mrs. Stacey Adams
Advanced Regional Center for
Ankle & Foot Care
Mrs. Marcella Agee
Marsie Albright M&T Bank
ARC Federal Credit Union
Mrs. Melissa Berish
Mr. Shawn & Mrs. Marie Bettwy,
‘86,’83
Bettwy Electric
Bihary Family Dental
Blair Endodontics and
Microsurgery, LLC
Buccinese Society
Reilly, Creppage & Co., Inc., CPA
Dembert & Hoyne, CPA’s
Joseph DeStadio Gardners
Candies
Mrs. Michele Dietzel
Mrs. Nicole Dixon
Mr. Charles Dombrowski
Empire Communication Systems,
Inc.
Fine Line Cabinets, Inc.
Green Bean Coffee House
Mrs. Margaret Grove
Dr. Carolyn Hagg
William Hiergeist The Independent
Catholic Foundation
Homewood Retirement Centers
Investment Savings Bank

Diane Hubona
Michael Irwin Irwin Financial
Jack & George’s
Young, Oakes, Brown & Co., P.C.
Shields Trophy, LLC
Keller Engineers
Mrs. Rita Kibler
J Kirk Kling J Kirk Kling Law Offices
Attorney J. Kirk Kling , Jr
Mrs. Rachel Long
S. J. McCloskey Builders, Inc.
Mr. Brian McConnell
Mr. Peter Morina
Mr. Ron Nosek
Pediatric Healthcare Associates. PC
Michael Reed Reed & Sahlaney
Orthodontics
Reliance Bank
Remcare Anesthesia Solutions LLC
Riverview Bank
Mr. Michael & Mrs. Christine
Rodgers-Montler, ‘84, ‘82
Mrs. Jacqueline Runk
Seitzer Financial
Dr. Hany Shanoudy Cardiology
Associates of Altoona, LLP
Mrs. Soha Shanoudy
Mrs. Jana Sidler
Mr. Fred Simanski, ‘83
Lois Simanski
Mr. Patrick Simanski

Patrick Simanski Allegheny Glass &
Mirror
St Joseph Church
St. Matthew Church
Mrs. Amy Stayer
Mr. Joseph Stevens Jr.,’60
Joseph Stevens Stevens Mortuary,
Inc.
Tipton Station Marketing and
Advertising
Ventre Excavating
Greg Wharton Lee Industries, Inc.
Mr. James Yahner
Bernie Yeager Saint Francis
University
Mr. Robert Zakrzwski
Mrs. Inge Zerbee
Mrs. Mary Zerbee

Angel Fund
Altoona Curve
Attorney Richard & Mrs. Sally
Consiglio, ‘63,’64
Mrs. Josephine Corbo
Mrs. Barbara Fiore
Mr. Stephen & Mrs. Anita Fiore,
‘69,’72
First Stop Shop

Mrs. Amy Foor
Mr. Donald Krug
Marsie Albright M&T Bank
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Maycen
McMullen Furniture Store, Inc.
Priority Management & Associates
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Reilly
Saint Francis University

Mr. George J. Jr. & Mrs. Judith
Savine ‘66
Mrs. Soha Shanoudy
Mrs. Linda Skupien
Mr. & Mrs. J. Douglas Wolf, ‘80
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Where does your class stand?
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Celebrating Our Community

EITC Donors Make Major Impact for Students
& Families Providing Critical Funding for
Need-Based Scholarships
2018-19 EITC Donations Exceed $600,000

T

he Educational Improvement Tax Credit program, or
EITC, has been designed by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania specifically to generate financial aid to assist
qualified families who wish to attend private schools. BG’s
focus on securing support for this program has made it the
#1 source of scholarship dollars for need-based financial aid.
Funds contributed through EITC go directly to aid
for families who qualify based on demonstrated need.
Scholarships from EITC giving help students who could not
afford to attend BG without this support, which is a majority
of families with students enrolled.
The importance of EITC to BG families cannot be
overstated. Donors receive tax credits equal to 90% of the

value of the donation which means the net cost is 10% or less.
For a modest net cost to the donor, families receive a major
gift. This has become a vital program for BG students and
families. Without it, BG would not be able to able to meet the
demonstrated need of all families.
Donor participation in this program enables state tax
dollars to stay in the local community and support BG’s
mission to prepare young men and women for rewarding and
productive lives.
BG is grateful for all these generous donors who give
students the gift of Catholic education through the EITC
program:

BUSINESSES
Bettwy Electric

Investment Savings Bank

Reilly, Creppage & Company

Ruggieri Enterprises, LLC
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Shared Visions, Shared Values
“The EITC program is an efficient way to take current tax liability and turn it into
a benefit for a valuable local organizations like BG. The money can be focused
into OUR community rather than being sent to Harrisburg. We have enjoyed
participating in the gift leverage that this program offers BG for many years now,
and BG has helped make it simple.”
John and Doug Wolf

PARTICIPANTS
Mr. Jeff Adams

Mr. Frank & Mrs. Terri Genovese

Mr. George Savine

Mr. Joseph & Mrs. Elizabeth Adams

Mr. E. Scott Glass

Mr. Joseph Sheetz

Mr. Anthony Bambocci

Mr. Dan & Mrs. Susan Green

Mr. Steven Sheetz

Dr. Anthony & Dr. Liang Bartkowiak

Mr. Daniel Green

Mr. Travis Sheetz

Mr. Charles & Mrs. Fanling Bickel

Mr. Jesse & Mrs. Nicole Ickes

Mr. Craig Bouslough

Dr. Alan & Mrs. Melody Kanouff

Mr. Frederick & Mrs. Joanne
Simanski

Mr. J. Mark Bover

Mr. Rex Kaup

Mr. Aaron & Mrs. Kimberly Craig

Mr. Joe Keller

Dr. Lance DeFrancisco

Dr. Ziad Khoury & Mrs. Nada Alhj

Mr. Carl & Mrs. Karen Dietze

Dr. William Kirsch

Ms. Julia Dodson

Mr. Edward & Mrs. Deborah
Matosziuk

Mr. Luke & Mrs. Kelly Drayer
Mr. Gregory Drew
Mr. Stephen & Mrs. Helen Drew
Mr. Brian Durbin
Mr. Hampton Durbin
Mr. Scott Durbin
Mr. Michael A. Fiore
Mr. Richard Fiore
Mr. Michael & Mrs. Shelia Frederick

Mr. John & Mrs. Brenda McGregor
Mr. Joseph Nyanko
Mr. Ralph Pacifico
Mr. Robert Pacifico
Mr. Kenneth Patterson
Mr. Nathan Pownall & Mrs. Ellen
Dzieclzicki
Mr. Gregory & Mrs. Rosemary Price

Ms. Julie Sliver
Mr. Joseph Stevens III
Mr. Douglas Stoehr
Mr. Matt Stuckey
Mr. Robert & Mrs. Karen Tribeck
Dr. Stewart VanHorn & Dr. Sarah
Schroeder
Mr. Jeff & Mrs. Mamie Wilson
Mr. John J. Wolf
Mr. J. Douglas & Mrs. Lisa Wolf
Mr. Stephen Yanoshak
Mr. Robert & Mrs. Deborah
Zakrzwski
Mr. Jay Zimmerman

Dr. David & Mrs. Anna Rasmussen

“By donating to BG through EITC I can invest those dollars locally, which I love.
It also helps students, which is important to me and my wife. I also like what I see
happening at BG, so I think it’s a great investment.”
Matt Stuckey
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

TO SUPPORT BG ON THIS
ANNUAL WORLDWIDE DAY OF
GENEROSITY.
Help open doors of opportunity to more students.

December 3, 2019
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Alumni Updates
Class of 1969 Celebrate 50th Reunion

T

he class of 1969 celebrated its 50th class reunion on
Friday, August 9th, 2019, at the Buccinesse Club and
Saturday, August 10th, 2019 at the Fiore Farm.
The event had a fantastic turnout with 135 classmates in
attendance on Friday and 110 on Saturday. Alumni traveled
from across the country to be there, coming from California,
Arizona, Iowa, Alabama, Florida, Ohio and more.
It was an honor to have fellow classmate Fr. Robert
Washco lead the group in Mass on Saturday at the Fiore
Farm.
Another classmate, Pete Winklebauer, donated a
beautiful painting he created which was raﬄed off to
support the Class of 1969 Scholarship Fund. The fund was
established three years ago to help provide financial aid to
students and families in need. The painting raﬄe raised
$1,000.
BG principal, Joan Donnelly, made a surprise visit to

our reunion to present
a school spirit award
to Linda Skupien,
President of the Bishop
Guilfoyle Catholic
Alumni Association, on
behalf of the Class of
1969, who sponsored the
award, in appreciation
for her many years of
volunteering at BG and
for all her hard work

and support of the school.
The Class of 1969 had 268 graduates, the largest class
to graduate from Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School.
Congratulations to the BG Class of 1969—wishing you
many more celebrations in the years ahead!

Kay Anderson, representing the Bishop Guilfoyle
Class of 1969, is shown presenting a check
for $1,000 to Bishop Guilfoyle Principal, Joan
Donnelly, as a donation to the BGHS Class of
1969’s scholarship fund. The money was raised at
the 50th Class reunion held in August by selling
chances on a portrait that was painted and
donated to the class by Pete Winklebauer ’69.
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Cory Geishauser ’90 on his time with Mr.
Roger’s Neighborhood:

“It’s not so much what we have in this life that matters. It’s what we do
with what we have. That’s what really matters ”- Mister Rogers

L

ast year marked the 50th anniversary of Mr. Roger’s
Neighborhood. With his genuine smile and signature
hand-knit sweaters, Fred Rogers created a neighborhood
where we all wanted to live. He cultivated a space where
everyone was welcome and everyone could be themselves.
In 1993, Bishop Guilfoyle alumnus Cory Geishauser
’90 was a student at the Art Institute of Pittsburgh when
he interned with Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood during its 25th
broadcast year. Cory sat down with us to tell us about his
days working for the show, and why Mr. Rogers still has
such a big place in our hearts today. Read on!
“Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood is timeless,” Cory says.
“Because Mr. Rogers was so real and consistent. The only
thing he changed were his shoes and sweaters. He was the
same person on TV that he was everywhere else. He was
always so peaceful and quiet, taking his time to explain and
demonstrate things to children so they could understand.”
Since his days at WQED, Cory has gone on to work with
children through the arts. Thanks to the encouragement
and example setting by Mr. Rogers, he’s have been able to
work in media arts both in front of the camera and behind
the scenes. He has published 10 children’s books, with
several more in production. He’s worked in puppetry, and

Cory, Mrs. Rogers and Mr. McFeely on the set of new Tom
Hanks movie about Mr. Rogers, A Beautiful Day in the
Neighborhood.

Cory and Mr. McFeely reunited at a Mr. Rogers sweater drive
a few years ago.

most recently on a children’s musical at Mishler Theatre
called BIG BAD’S BIG BAD DAY with his mother Kathy
Muller ’70.
He’s carried his experiences from Mr. Rogers with him
into adulthood. “I’ll never forget when he told me, ‘It’s not
so much what you have in life that matters. It’s what you do
with what you have...that’s what matters the most,’” Cory
says. He credits Mr. Rogers for giving him an awareness
of his own gifts of art, music, dance sports and comedy.
“Fred would also say, “Some things are ‘caught’ rather than
‘taught’. It’s a great way to interest someone else in your
hobby, talent or career,” he says.
During taping on the show, Cory hung out with the cast
and crew, drawing caricatures of everyone. Once, he was
standing at the Museum-Go-Round, home of Lady Elaine
Fairchild from The Neighborhood of Make-Believe. Lady
Elaine was a mischief maker, and one of Cory’s favorite
characters. Cory was reading a script during a break when
Lady Elaine (voiced by Fred Rogers himself) popped up
behind him and proceeded to ask Cory about a date he’d
had the night before. Never breaking character, the pair
bantered about his date for several minutes before shooting
resumed. “I wish I had that on tape,” Cory says.
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Cory credits his time at St. John’s in Lakemont and Bishop Guilfoyle for molding his faith and his education. “Catholic schools teach ‘It should be all about WE, not it should
be all about ME,’ and reminds us that we should all be there
for the children. Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.’ Mr. Rogers echoed that when he said,
‘Whoever does anything to help a child is a hero to me.’”

Alumni Updates
Ed Miller ’65 has been selected to be
inducted into the Blair County Sports
Hall of Fame for the Class of 2020. Miller
received a Division One Scholarship
to play basketball at the University of
Mississippi after graduating from BG.
He was a two-year starter (1966-68) at
Ole Miss and helped the team to its first
winning season in seven years. Miller still
holds BG’s single game scoring record of
50 points.
Also selected to be inducted into the
Blair County Sports Hall of Fame for the
Class of 2020 is the Bishop Guilfoyle 1970
PCIAA state basketball championship
team coached by Tom Lane. They are the
last Blair County boys basketball team to
win a state title. Team members are: Tim
Lambour, Bill Gibbons, Bob Landolfi,
Denny Tomassetti, Steve Skelley,Dave
Benton, Charlie Tate, Bub Kilcoyne, Joe
Bernhart(deceased), Denny McDonald,
Jerry Milliron, Steve McManus, Tom
Furrer, Head Coach Tom Lane, Assistant
Head Coach Tom McGee, Managers
Andy Miller, Ted Beam, Dave Mason,
Fred Bennetti, Dan Lattieri, Bill Quinlen
(deceased) Assistant Coach Tom Wiley,
Athletic Director Rev. Donald Boslet,
Assistant Athletic Director John Riley
(deceased).
Grace Marchetti Topping ’65, an
Altoona native, was in Altoona on
September 5th and 7th, 2019, to promote
her recently published book, “Staging is
Murder.”

Cory has advice for today’s students pursuing a life in
the arts. “I love technology, but you need to learn the meat
and potatoes of your craft first,” he says. “I talk to recent art
school grads and they can’t tell me the last time they held a
pencil or sketch pad. Learn your craft and know your trade.
Put down the technology every once in awhile and grab
some crayons, paints or clay and remember your roots.”

The book is a cozy mystery, one in the
tradition of Agatha Christie and “Murder
She Wrote,” according to Topping.
Topping, who still has family in the area,
joined the Navy upon graduation from BG
and spent seven years serving as a 1st class
petty officer. She was stationed in England
for four years and met her husband while
there. She also served in the Pentagon for
three years.
She is a former technical writer and
IT project manager. But now she’s turned
to writing fiction and is creating murder
mysteries. She’s using her experience
helping friends stage their homes as
inspiration for her Laura Bishop mystery
series. Topping is the current vice president
of the Chesapeake Chapter of Sisters in
Crime, and a member of the SINC Guppies
and Mystery Writers of America.
Tantor Audio bought the rights for
all three of her mystery novels and it
is available in Audio version. It is also
available online. You may purchase the
book in paperback, hardback and digital
format.
The book is also available at Barnes and
Noble and can be located in two sections—
the local author section or the mysteries
section.
Grace lives with her husband in
Northern Virginia.

Abigail Levine ’12 made the Dean’s List
for the Spring Term at Mount Aloysius
College, Cresson, Pa.

Joe Stevens ’97 is interested in putting
together a class reunion and would like
to know if there is any interest from his
classmates. He is asking his classmates to let
him know by contacting him. His contact
information is: blacksmith516@verizon.net
and 814-329-8557.

The Class of 1957 ACHS holds “mini” class
reunions at the restaurant at the Graystone
Apartments on Flamingo Drive. Look for
dates in the BG monthly email and on the
website...we are inviting classmates near
and far to come and reminisce with us!

Ryan Geishauser ’01
has been awarded Sales
Manager of the Year for
2019. He is employed
by Mid-Atlantic Surgical Systems, a division of
Arthrex , which is a global medical device
company. This award goes to the top performing manager in the country. This is
the second time he has won this award in
his position as Arthroplasty/Trauma Manager. Ryan lives in Murrysville with his
wife, Meghan and their dog, Gilbert. Ryan
was a standout football player at BG and
earned a football scholarship to Mansfield
University. Ryan started as a freshman
and played tailback and defensive back in
his four years at Mansfield . He earned
PSAC Player of the Week honors and was
a major contributor to Mansfield’s 8-3
record his junior year. Since graduation,
Ryan has continued to build a successful
10 year career in orthopedic medical sales.
Ryan attributes his success to the values
and spiritual leadership he received at
Bishop Guilfoyle. He is the son of George
and Beth (both class of ‘77).

1957 Mini-Reunions
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Jack and Cathie Reilly build a legacy at BG
“Never a question of where our family would attend”

T

o say that Jack and Cathie (Hasson) Reilly support
Catholic education at Bishop Guilfoyle is a pretty big
understatement. First the couple both graduated from
BG (Jack in ’68 and Cathie in ’69), then their children
Regina, Ryan and Rachel graduated from BG in the late
eighties and nineties, and now they have five grandchildren
currently enrolled – Konner and Karson Kiesewetter and
Maeve, Patrick and Braden Reilly. They also have two
grandchildren – Cameron and Ashley German – attending
Catholic schools in the Pittsburgh area. Two older
grandchildren have already graduated; Rylan German from
Serra Catholic in McKeesport and Morgan Kiesewetter
from Bishop Guilfoyle. Both are currently sophomores in
college.
“BG totally influenced my life,” Cathie says. “Going to
BG gave me the stepping stone to everything. It taught me to
be a better Christian
and taught me that
there are rules in
life that you should
follow. The teachers
and nuns taught me
how to be efficient
and prompt in the
working world.”
Jack echoes his

wife’s sentiment. “BG
has influenced my life
by providing a strong
foundation for Catholic morals and values
that have guided my
decisions throughout
my life and professional career. The
BG influence, some
50 years later, has
provided me with
life-long friendships,
great memories and
exciting new adventures we share with our grandchildren.”
These days, their schedule is filled with school sports and
activities while they support their five grandchildren at BG
and travel to Pittsburgh to attend games and activities for
their grandchildren at school in the Pittsburgh area. These
events bring back good memories of their own time at BG.
“I have too many favorite memories to just pick one,”
Cathie says. “I was the captain of the color guard and was
involved in various clubs. I still have many friends from my
high school years who I stay in touch with and love dearly.
I would go back and do my four years all over again. I have
nothing negative to say at all. I still bleed purple and gold!
Truly my favorite memories of BG are when my children

BG is a family aﬀair for Jack and Cathie (Hasson) Reilly
Jack Reilly ’68
Cathie (Hasson) Reilly ’69
Children
Regina (Reilly) Kiesewetter ’89
Ryan Reilly ’91
Rachel (Reilly) German ’94
Grandchildren:
Morgan Kiesewetter ’18, Konner
Kiesewetter ’21,

Karson Kiesewetter ’23
Maeve Reilly and Patrick Reilly
(twins) ’22, Braden Reilly ’25
Grandchildren who attended
or presently attending Catholic
schools in Pittsburgh area
Rylan German ’18 and Cameron
German ’23 (Serra Catholic High
School, McKeesport, PA)

Ashley German ’8th grader (East
Catholic School)
Brothers:
Paul Hasson ’75, Joe Hasson ’81
Nephews:
Jason Hasson ’01 and Jonny
Hasson ’02
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and now my grandchildren attend school there. I am so glad
that I can attend all their various sports and activities at BG
and watch them become the adults and young adults they
are today.”
When asked to pick a favorite memory, Jack points to the
present day as well. “There are so many to choose from, but
some of my favorites are watching high school graduations.
Our children, and now grandchildren, have accomplished
so much in their four years, and are now entering the next
stages of their lives.”
BG is a vital part of their
lives because Catholic education is so important, they say.
“I truly believe having Christ
and prayer in your schooling
atmosphere makes students
an overall better person and
prepares them in life,” Cathie says. “It prepares them in
being a Christian towards your
fellow man, and in appreciating
what they have. BG is truly
that school – there was never

a question where our children and grandchildren would be
attending school.”
Their children have continued the Reilly tradition of
involvement. Regina, Ryan and Rachel, along with their
spouses have been involved with coaching basketball,
football and volleyball at BG or our Catholic grade schools.
Their daughter-in-law Megan Reilly serves as the cheerleading advisor (where granddaughter, Maeve Reilly is a
cheerleader), while son-in-law Kraig Kiesewetter ‘91 can
be seen at JV and junior high football games doing the yard
markers and coaching BG baseball.
Because they’ve experienced the life-changing power of
education at BG, giving back to the school is very important for the Reillys. “We give back to BG because we want to
make sure that future generations can reap the rewards that
our family experienced. For years we had a scholarship for
students in our name and we currently forward that money
to the Marauder Club every year.”
“We believe that education here is so vital,” Jack says,
“because it totally prepares you for everything you may
encounter and experience in life. With God and a strong
faith in your life, you can survive the good and the bad, and
always be thankful.”

West Coast BG Meet Ups

T

hree members of the 2016 state championship football
team, and their former Spanish teacher, had a chance to
meet up (although not all at once) in sunny San Diego.
Evan Chadbourn
’17, in his third year at
Lehigh, played at UC
Davis on September 14
where he had a chance to
see Kenta Okada ’18,
in his second year at UC
San Diego. Kenta is from
Japan, and attended BG as
an international student
for his junior and senior
years.
Andrew Irwin ’17, in
his third year at Harvard,
saw Kenta when he played
University of San Diego
Kenta Okada ’18, Karla Garner
on September 21. Kenta’s
and Andrew Irwin ’17.

mom was also at the game. She came from Japan for the
start of Kenta’s school year.
Karla Garner, former Spanish teacher at BG, recently
relocated with her family
to San Diego for her
husband’s job. Kenta lived
with her family his senior
year. Karla attended the
Harvard game to see
Kenta and Andrew.
Evan, Andrew and
Kenta played on the 2016
State Championship football team. Both of Kenta’s
parents came from Japan
for the game.
These pictures prove
that it’s a small world after
all, especially when you
Kenta Okada ’18 and
have BG connections.
Evan Chadbourn ’17
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Check out our new BG Alumni News website at bgalumninews.com!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

TO SUPPORT BG ON THIS
ANNUAL WORLDWIDE DAY OF
GENEROSITY.
Help open doors of opportunity to more students.

December 3, 2019
For future Purple & Gold magazines, we are looking for your alumni updates as well as ideas for students, staff,
faculty, and activities to spotlight. If interested, email development@bguilfoyle.org. Stay in touch with the BG
32 / bishopguilfoyle.org / FALL 2019
community, and share your story!
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