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OUR MISSION

The MISSION of Bishop Guilfoyle
Catholic High School is to prepare young men and women for
rewarding and productive lives in
our global society; young men and
women of vision and passion who
are securely grounded in Christian
spirituality, academic proficiency,
and personal accountability.

OUR VISION

The VISION of Bishop Guilfoyle
Catholic High School is to
be an integral and perpetual
resource for our community by
providing exceptional educational
experiences that guide and inspire
students to fully develop and share
their abilities and talents for the
good of all God’s children.
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Redefining the High School Experience

BG Leadership on the Changing
Face of Education
Q&A with BG Alum & President Joe Adams

J

oseph “Joe” Adams truly came full circle to become the newest president of Bishop
Guilfoyle in January 2016. After graduating from BG in 1980, Joe went on to have
an extremely successful educational and professional career. Now, he is back at his alma
mater—this time to be the one who helps it grow.
We sat down with Joe to get some insight into his background, and his unique approach to leadership and his vision
for the school.
In what way did you “come full circle” with BG?
JA: My dad went to Altoona Catholic High School [now BG].
It was the same school, but life was different then—my father
worked on the railroad. He established his family in a good
community and passed on good lessons that his kids benefitJoseph “Joe” Adams
ted from, but he never went to college. My siblings and I all
attended BG and went on to become professionals in different
cities. I raised my family outside of D.C. Now, I’m back in Altoona as president of BG.
What experience do you bring to BG?
JA: I graduated summa cum laude from University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown. I
worked at Price Waterhouse, earned my CPA license, then left to pursue an MBA at the
University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Business, which I earned in 1988. I then
had a career in marketing and consulting in various industries: at Campbell Soup, AOL,
etc. I was also Senior Vice President of University of Maryland University College—one
of the largest online universities in the world. I’ve lived, worked and/or had children attend schools in DC beltway suburbs, Philadelphia, Toronto, New York, and other cities.
I know that BG can do as good as or better than any school, anywhere.
What attracted you to BG?
JA: The opportunity to give back to the community where I came from, and to use my
experience to help BG set its strategy and declare its mission. I appreciate a chance to
make a positive impact.
What are some lessons you’ve learned in past roles that you bring to BG?
JA: The world of education is changing, and I’ve become a bit of an expert at that. My
positions at UMUC and as Chief Marketing Officer at Sylvan Learning Centers allowed
me to see the changing face of education firsthand. I bring the vision of the latest trends
to BG, and I draw on all of my past skills—finance, accounting, marketing, strategy,
management, etc. I worked for larger organizations before, but now I’m looking forward
to getting more into the details at BG—to be in touch at the ground level and get a
chance to see the impact I’m having.
What is your vision for the school?
JA: To develop a world class educational experience that is the best available, anywhere,
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for any price. Academics need to be strong, yet that should
be a commodity. What really differentiates a school will be
whether it can move away from the “industrial model” of
processing students to be finished products measured only
by test scores, to truly identifying and developing students’
gifts and preparing them to succeed in a fast-moving, digital
world. We have the caring culture, Catholic values, and the
people to take the special experience already here and make
it an amazing, truly world-class model for other schools to
learn from.

What would you most like people to know about BG?
JA: The best high school experience works for a student at
multiple levels—academically, but also discovering all of the talents they have and having a chance to develop all parts of their
personality and skill set.

What are some specifics you’d like to focus on this
school year?
JA: Expanding the 7th and 8th grade Pre-AP program,
which uses state-of-the-art learning approaches. Kids are
accomplishing as much as students anywhere can, and loving
it. We would like to roll out this approach to the rest of the
school in the next two years. We are also reducing the cost of
college for our students by helping them earn college credits
while at BG. It is now the norm for BG students to take
college level classes in high school. Growing the international
program and developing the residential life experience
for those students will also contribute. Finally, every
Pennsylvania taxpayer should seriously consider directing
their state tax dollars toward scholarships at BG through
EITC. We have a program in place now. It’s simple. Contact
the school to learn about this program that is low/no cost to
the donor and high value for the school!

A Great Cause | Invest in the Future | Give Back

Read the full article at bgalumninews.com.

Consider Making BG a Priority for
Your Year-End Philanthropy
Many Ways to Give
• Gift appreciated stock and
avoid paying tax on gains. See
your broker or the school for
details.
• Check by mail
• Credit card online
• Participate in the EITC program.
• $5,000 donation costs under $500.
• Credits available now.
Thank you to all of our supporters!
Email development@bguilfoyle.org or call the
school today (814) 944-4014 for more information.

Q&A with BG Principal Joan Donnelly

P

rincipal Joan Donnelly shares her story
of how and why she came to work for
her alma mater for 36 years and counting,
and the latest and best approaches she is
helping to implement at BG.
We sat down with Joan to learn more
about her background, and to learn more
about her goals and vision for BG in the
coming years.

’73, Chris ’74, Damian ’79, and Pam ’85. My husband, Randy,
and I have two daughters, both BG graduates: Maurie ’03 and
Tessa ’06.

Joan Donnelly

Can you tell us a bit about yourself?
JD: My family is originally from McKeesport, PA. My
parents are Ernie and Marcella Salvi. I graduated from Bishop
Guilfoyle in ’76. My siblings—all BG graduates—are Vince

Can you tell us about your educational/career
background?
JD: I earned a Bachelor of Science in Business/Distributive
Education and Marketing from Indiana University of PA, and
a Master’s in Administration and Leadership from Scranton
University. I have certifications in Secondary Education
(7–12) and Business/Distributive Education & School
Administration (pre-K through 12). Currently, I am in my
37th year working at BG.
Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page
What are the most important goals you’d like BG to
focus on in the 2016–2017 school year?
JD: I would like to focus on:
• Instructional methodologies for engaged, active learning
• Continued high standards that lead to student success in
and out of the classroom
• Growth in awareness of how BG meets the competitive
needs of Blair County students
• Implementing our Associate Degree Program
• Expanding virtual education days
What is your 3–5 year vision for BG?
JD: My vision is to balance the rich traditions that define BG
with assuring that our program continues to excel through
recognition that education must provide resources and student
engagement beyond our four walls. I hope to create a venue for
students to identify their goals, and to provide opportunities
to reach them. The vision is to create a customized educational
experience for students. With our ongoing growth in opportunities, college in high school, and extracurricular activities, we
are challenging ourselves to create the best education program.
What are you most proud of accomplishing in the
past five years as principal?
JD: School-wide excellence—we’ve had 85% growth in
College in High School opportunities, balanced with 100%
student involvement in extracurricular, leadership, and
community involvement opportunities.

What do you like best about being principal of BG?
JD: The best part is working with the extraordinary faculty,
staff, and students. Every day I see the efforts that they make
to ensure the success of this vision of excellence. It’s been
such a rewarding experience to be part of the school’s great
accomplishments for many years.
Who has most influenced you to become an
educator/administrator?
JD: My parents, Ernie and Marcella Salvi, have dedicated
a lifetime of service to others, especially through Catholic
education. Specifically, I draw strength and guidance from
my father. Prior to his death in 2013, I shared with him how
frequently I encounter individuals who knew him and say to
me, “Just go seek advice from your father and you will know
the right thing to do.” He lived a life gifting others with love,
guidance, generosity, support, and service. To serve as BG’s
principal influenced by the integrity in which my father lived
is an aspiration that I can only hope to accomplish.
What would you most like people to know about BG?
JD: The successful life stories of our alumni show the value
and return on one’s investment in a BG education. We
provide both the discipline and family atmosphere that give
each student the confidence to be successful in whatever
it is they choose to accomplish. Our students thrive in this
atmosphere; they influence and excite each other to get
involved.

Congratulations to the Class of 2016!
Impressive Graduating Class Statistics

✓✓ Accepted into 29 institutions

✓✓ Graduation rate
✓✓ Acceptance rate to college
✓✓ SAT college-ready
benchmark
✓✓ Participation in athletics,
clubs, and/or service

✓✓ Top 10% scored over 440
points above the national
average

✓✓ $3 million in scholarships
offered to 60% of graduates
✓✓ 763 college credits earned
✓✓ 6% earned 30+ credits

✓✓ 46% earned 15+ credits
✓✓ 1 state championship
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✓✓ 10 student-athletes went on to
play at college level
✓✓ 4 District 6 championships

✓✓ 13 teams advanced to playoffs

✓✓ 10 Isaac (drama) award
nominations—a record number
✓✓ 9 graduates studied abroad

✓✓ 2 graduates recognized as
“20 under 20” leaders by the
Altoona Mirror
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The Evolution of Bishop Guilfoyle

Students Encouraged to Explore Talents, Become Problem Solvers, and
Build Rewarding Lives

B

ishop Guilfoyle has a rich tradition of 90+ years of
Catholic education. Although our educational program
remains centered on the teaching of Jesus Christ—and encourages students to develop the values on which our school
was founded: Goodness, Discipline, and Knowledge—our
mission includes inspiring students to live out the Catholic faith
in a complex, digital, fast-changing world. We’re committed to
supporting each student’s journey from the high school years
to a rich and rewarding future.

How We’re Doing It
Embracing Complexity and Diversity
We are proudly Catholic and embrace the joys and truths
in our faith. However, our diverse student body consists
of students of all faiths. What’s the one thing they have in
common? They—and their families—desire a challenging,
morally strong, educational experience that will help each
student become the best of who they are truly meant to be.
They will have a solid foundation for a rewarding life. Our
top priority is encouraging our students to be the best they
can be through:
• Rigorous academics (The typical graduate will take at least
one college-level course while at BG)
• Opportunities for leadership and spiritual growth (retreats, peer mentorship, community service, regular mass,
and more)
• Understanding of religion and what it means to them in
their life (every student takes religion classes)
• Encouragement of values such as compassion and generosity (Demonstrating positive behavior, addressing difficult topics, and setting expectations for high standards of
behavior)
• Active participation in athletics and the arts (typical students experience a variety of activities, and do not need to
specialize to participate)
Building Community
The BG family is made up of parents, teachers, staff, alumni, and supporters who share a desire to see our students
succeed. We accept each student as they are and nurture their
individual interests and talents.
“We understand that each kid has unique gifts and tal-

ents,” says President Joe Adams. “Our job is to celebrate what
God gave them, to help each student to use their gifts in a
rewarding and productive way, and launch them successfully
into the world.”
We encourage students to take the path in life that best fits
them (whether that means attending a top college or entering
the workforce) and support their journeys.
Engaging Students in a Competitive Curriculum
We are keenly aware that in order to prepare our students for
success in an ever-changing world, we must offer a competitive program. That’s why we continue to advance our curriculum and expand opportunities for our students. It is common
for students to graduate from BG with college credits already
completed, saving them money on college tuition and preparing them for the rigor of college-level coursework. Numerous
students graduate with a full semester, a full year, or even
more than a year’s worth of college already completed.
Our teaching methods also continue to evolve, becoming
more authentic and interactive. Our current model incorporates advanced technology, multimedia platforms to introduce content, and fewer lectures.
Our Catholic roots are firm, but the BG community is open to
all who desire an excellent education, and is a place where all
talents and paths can be explored and students are prepared for
rewarding lives.
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Today’s Extracurriculars: Building Resumes
and Bridges to Future Careers
Allowing Students to Develop Unique Gifts and Passions

T

he Bishop Guilfoyle student production of The Wiz
opened to sold-out crowds and won awards. The marching band recently made its return to the field. Student government is building school spirit and rallying the community.
The Academic Adventures group is going to Disney.
These are just a few of the exciting opportunities that
Bishop Guilfoyle’s extracurriculars are offering.

Extracurricular activities used to be something to do for fun
after school. Today, they are resume builders, bridges to future careers, networking opportunities, and ways for students
to explore their individual passions.
At Bishop Guilfoyle, extracurriculars are student-driven.
Students propose new activities and they are responsible for
bringing their club to life.

Extracurriculars are making students
feel like a part of the school.

Students from the Pre-Med Club traveled to Mount Aloysius
College to participate in a urinalysis lab and to learn about
medical career opportunities.

“The students put in a formal proposal for a new extracurricular,” said Principal Joan Donnelly. “The goals and plans
of the club have to be well-thought-out, and students need to
find a teacher to be the club advisor.”
Each year, there are proposals submitted for new clubs.
Emily Yanoshak ’16, a student who was interested in going into
the medical field, started a Pre-Med Club. The club brought in
doctors and therapists as guest lecturers and visited hospitals
to gain firsthand experience in their future career field.
Extracurriculars become a part of the bigger school
experience, building soft skills and offering students
opportunities to be leaders. In fact, Principal Donnelly says

Club Members & Advisors Speak Out
This year, I am trying out for the
spring musical (Drama Club), this is
helping me to try new things and to
get out of my comfort zone.”
– Matthew Yahner, Senior
“I just ran into Gannam Rifka last
week, who shared with me that he
is now in law school in Virginia. This
is the same kid who very reluctantly
joined Mock Trial way back when,
and told me what an impact it had
6 / bishopguilfoyle.org / FALL 2016

on his decision to go into the legal
field.”
– Jana Sidler, Art Teacher & Mock
Trial Moderator/Coach
“Clubs at BG get the students
involved and interested in their
school. Peer Ministry helped me
become closer to God and receive
guidance for my future.”
– Matthew Unpingco, Senior

“Participation in Pre-Med Club is
important to students looking to
pursue careers in the medical field.
Through the involvement of this extracurricular activity, students gain
knowledge about different health
professions that is intrinsic to future
success.”
– Delaney Myrick, Senior

Redefining the High School Experience
that the top students are also the ones who are most involved
in extracurriculars.
“So often the students are taking curriculum learned in
the classroom and applying it in real-life situations during
their extracurricular activities,” said Principal Donnelly. “This
includes problem-solving, decision making, time management, and organizational skills.”
In turn, the skills practiced in extracurriculars are then
taken back to the classroom. It is a cycle that feeds on itself
and benefits students tremendously.
Bishop Guilfoyle’s students take full advantage of new and
existing clubs. In fact, many students are involved in several
clubs. From student government to the arts, there is a club for
everyone.
Because the benefits are so many, Bishop Guilfoyle is willing to invest time and resources to its extracurriculars. From

the traditional to
the unique, there
is something for
everyone. Or if
there isn’t, students know that
they can create it.
“Extracurriculars are making
students feel
like a part of
the school,” said
Congrats to the Drama Club on winning
Principal Donseveral Isaac Awards for their production
nelly. “We want
of The Wiz!
to nurture them
to be the best they can, to find their gifts and their passions.”

Breathing New Life Into Junior High

BG’s Pre-Advanced Placement Program Makes Strides in its Second Year

A

fter a hugely successful first year, Bishop Guilfoyle’s PreAP Program has seamlessly expanded into its second.
The program, which is offered to 7th and 8th grade students, was established in 2015 as a way to provide an accelerated education option for students who were not being fully
challenged in their previous schools.
With the program, Bishop Guilfoyle has revitalized the
school experience. Instead of the traditional lecture-style
class, learning occurs in multiple exciting ways:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hands-on classes
“Flipped” classroom instruction
Fewer lectures, more student-driven experiences
One-to-One iPad Program
Virtual Education Days
Field trips
Yearly college visits
Individual advising/mentoring

These tools allow teachers to stimulate the students’ passion
for learning in a way that traditional methods never could.
It is no surprise, then, that 100% of students who participated in the program last year have returned this year—either
for their second year in the program or their first year in 9th
grade at Bishop Guilfoyle High School.
So, just how successful is the program?
In 2015, there were 10 students enrolled in the program—

BG’s Pre-AP students

five each in 7th and 8th grade. This year, it has more than
doubled to 22 students.
“Obviously, we are very proud of this number,” said PreAP Program facilitator and English teacher, Katrina Brown.
“We’re increasing enrollment with integrity.”
The concept started with Principal Joan Donnelly, who
believed that Bishop Guilfoyle could provide an accelerated
program for 7th and 8th graders whose families typically
send them to private schools outside the community—as far
away as Pittsburgh or even Washington, D.C.
Read the full article at bgalumninews.com.
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BG’s International Program: A Stepping Stone
to the Future
Coming for the Academics, Benefitting from the Overall Experience

T

his year, Bishop Guilfoyle has one brave international
student from Japan who joined the football team. Kenta
Okada is from Tokyo and this is his first year at Bishop
Guilfoyle. He’s one of many international students who’s
taking full advantage of experiencing life in America via
the BG experience. He intends to pursue sports marketing
as a profession and operate globally. At BG, Kenta plays JV
and varsity, getting a chance to be on a state championship
football team. He is making friends with college scholarship
athletes, and interning with the Altoona Curve minor league
baseball team. He also learns about the Catholic values from
the school and BG students.
For Bishop Guilfoyle’s international students, the benefits
of an educational experience here are the perfect stepping
stone as they prepare for life at an American university, and a
career in today’s global economy.
“We work with them from day one on their English
language learning, study skills, and cultural adjustment,”
said Ms. Yang Liu, Director of Enrollment Management and
International Programs. “We want to make sure they have a
successful learning experience at Bishop Guilfoyle.”

International students were among the Math Club members
who participated in the Math Competition at Penn State
Altoona this spring.

has to offer,” said Assistant Principal, Mr. Mike Cacciotti.
“They also visit Pittsburgh, Washington, D.C., Philadelphia,
and New York City. They are getting much more than
academics.”
Most international students live with supervising adults in
dorms just a short drive from the school. A few live with host
families in their home. They all have access to the academic,
athletic, and extracurricular programs offered to all students.

From Asia to Altoona

International students strike a pose at Awards Night.

While academics is a key reason for coming, the chance to
experience American culture also attracts them to BG. They
make new friends, learn the culture, and perhaps even get to
experience an American holiday in a new friend’s home. They
also travel.
“They take trips around Pennsylvania to see what the state
8 / bishopguilfoyle.org / FALL 2016

The majority of international students have come to Bishop
Guilfoyle from China. There are also students from Vietnam,
Germany, France, and Korea.
Mr. Cacciotti currently handles the operational
component of the International Program. Ms. Liz Adams,
Director of Residential Life, and Ms. Dana Knott, Manager
of Residential Life, handle the day-to-day needs of the
international students.
“Ms. Adams has done an amazing job of building the
student-life experience,” said Mr. Cacciotti.
Most international students attend three or four years
and graduate from Bishop Guilfoyle. Occasionally, a student
doesn’t arrive until their junior year, but that’s the exception.

Redefining the High School Experience
BG provides an educational experience for international
students in which learning is more than simply memorizing.
We send them home with a new appreciation for goodness and
the nature of God.

“Diversity in the school and in the
community is good for everyone.
And, hopefully, we plant seeds to make the world a better
place—just like we do here at home with our local students.

The college-prep curriculum prepares the international
students for a smooth transition to American universities,
and hopefully in the future, to success and happiness.

From Altoona to Asia

Through interactions and friendships with the international
students, local students, parents, and the community get a
chance to experience new and different cultures.
Read the full article at bgalumninews.com.

Associate Degree in High School Program
Coming Next Fall

T

here will soon be yet another option for students to
get a head start on their future while attending Bishop
Guilfoyle. Beginning in fall 2017, students will be able to earn
a complete Associate degree from a local Catholic liberal arts
college—before they have even left high school.
Those who opt for the Associate degree program will
be enrolled simultaneously at Bishop Guilfoyle and in the
Liberal Arts Associate degree program at the partnering local
college. To complete the 61–63 credits required for the Associate degree, students will earn roughly half those credits in
courses that already exist at Bishop Guilfoyle, and the other
half in online college courses.
Students in the program will have one class period a day
for their online courses. They will also have two academic advisors to support them along the way—their Bishop Guilfoyle
counselor plus an advisor from the local partnering college
who will visit the high school regularly.
According to Principal Joan Donnelly, BG students
already aspire and work so hard to take some kind of college
credit in high school that giving them the chance to earn a
full degree was just the next logical step.
And while this program is another addition to BG’s College in High School program, it is definitely an entirely new
venture from Dual Enrollment and the other options.
“With Dual Enrollment, you’re earning college credits,”
said Donnelly. “But this is a definite sequence—a curriculum
map—to earn an actual Associate degree. That’s the difference.”
Ideally, students will start the program in 9th grade to best
spread out the workload over all four years of high school.
However, they may start at a later year if they feel they can
handle it and are willing to take some of the credits outside of

the school day.
While the program will certainly be an extra challenge for
students who participate, Donnelly has no doubt that Bishop
Guilfoyle students are the perfect fit to step up to the challenge.
“We have students who are going to be able to succeed
at this,” said Donnelly. “We have students who, if we put
expectations out in front of them, they typically achieve far
beyond that.”
What Donnelly is most looking forward to, she says, is
seeing what different benefits the degree will have for students after graduation. A few of those likely benefits are:
• Significant cost savings on college
• Significant reduction in time for college completion after
high school graduation
• Being able to complete a Bachelor’s degree in 2 years
instead of 4
• Being able to earn a Master’s degree within 4 years of high
school graduation
• Being more marketable in the workforce if not attending
college
• Higher chance of acceptance to competitive colleges
As with all of BG’s programs, says Donnelly, the goal is to
use Bishop Guilfoyle’s resources to meet the needs and goals
of every student at every level, and to assist students with
their future plans in any way possible.
“We’re happy that we can say that if you invest in our education, you’re going to get that back two-fold or three-fold,” said
Donnelly. “Investing in us, and what you’re able to save, or
what jobs you’re able to get—it’s going to come back to you.”
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Innovative Technology: Changing How
Teachers Teach and How Students Learn
A New Day and a New Way in Learning at Bishop Guilfoyle

T

oday, students sitting in a classroom taking notes from
the chalkboard are long gone. Apple TV, iPads, online
assignments, and Virtual Education Days are just a few of the
innovative technologies already in use at Bishop Guilfoyle
that are “flipping the classroom.”
“The phrase ‘flipping the classroom’ means that the actual
physical classroom time is now used for engaging, being
creative, having discussions—more active learning,” said
Principal Joan Donnelly, “not lecture and reading.”
These technology innovations allow students to focus on
the most difficult and interesting topics together in class. Students can also review video, audio, photos, and text on their
own time—as many times as they need—to learn the way that
is best for them.
Cathy Schimminger is the Instructional Technology Director at BG. Part of her job today is to look ahead to technology that may be used in the classroom three years from now.
“When technology integration is at its best,” said Mrs.
Schimminger, “a child or a teacher doesn’t stop to think that
he or she is using a technology tool—it’s second nature.”

The Bishop Guilfoyle of the future
is in the process of redesigning the
educational experience.
With most colleges offering eLearning and employers
expecting telecommuters, the skills of knowing how to learn
and work virtually is invaluable.
“The Bishop Guilfoyle of the future is in the process of
redesigning the educational experience,” said President Joe
Adams. “It is much more about guiding students through
a structured learning experience—outlining what students
need to know and what they need to be able to do.”

What are these new technologies? Here’s
more about just a few of them:
Virtual Education Days
Introduced a few years ago, Virtual Education Days are days
when students work and study from home. Every student has
10 / bishopguilfoyle.org / FALL 2016

their own iPad
and they must
log in by a certain time or risk
being marked
absent. Teachers are in their
offices on these
days and technical support is
available.
Virtual education days are
ideal for snow
days—because
there’s no missed time. However, they’re real value is in teaching students how to manage their time and workload, skills
they will be expected to have in college and beyond.
“Feedback from students is that they like Virtual Education Days,” said Mrs. Donnelly, “but they do find it to be a lot
of work. They seek more balance, and teachers are helping
them with this.”
iPads
Every student at Bishop Guilfoyle is issued their own iPad.
They carry it with them from class to class and take it home
with them each night. Provided to the students at no cost,
most of their textbooks are on the iPad.
Online Assignments
A program called eBackpack is quickly becoming the standard for online assignments. Assignments are put into eBackpack for students to access, and completed assignments can
be submitted online. Public message boards allow students to
ask questions and receive answers that everyone can see.
And more…
Other programs help teachers gauge students’ comfort level
with certain material. Do they need more time on it, or can
they move on? A quick quiz on the iPad can answer this
question for the teacher.

Redefining the High School Experience
The Future
As Mrs. Schimminger continues to seek out and test potential
new technologies for Bishop Guilfoyle, the sky is the limit for
what the future might bring. Until then, Bishop Guilfoyle is
dedicated to providing students access to technologies that
will help them learn in today’s rapidly changing world.
“The students will need to constantly update skills as they

go in the workforce,” said Mr. Adams. “Bishop Guilfoyle
grads will show up at college comfortable with doing this.”
With our leading-edge technology, BG seeks to promote
an environment where students are naturally curious and
know how to take responsibility for their own learning.
Students will graduate prepared to become contributors,
inventors, and learners, in turn making them productive and
proficient in whatever they pursue.

College in High School Program Gives Students
a Huge Head Start

C

ollege acceptance is not as simple as it used to be. With
the selectiveness of so many universities, it is no wonder
that hopeful high school students are trying to add as many
items to their resumes as possible. And Bishop Guilfoyle’s
College in High School Program is making it much easier to
do so.
The College in High School program gives students the
option to take college prep courses while still in high school.
These advanced classes help students to not only prepare for
a successful college career, but also to earn real college credits
that can be applied to their degrees later.
The program offers three options:

Advanced Placement Courses
Provide college-level curriculum taught by
Bishop Guilfoyle teachers during the school day,
but transfer as college credits contingent upon
end-of-year test score.

Dual Enrollment Courses
A joint effort between Bishop Guilfoyle and area
colleges (Saint Francis, Mount Aloysius, and Penn
Highlands) to offer direct college credits to high
school students.

Professors in Residence Program
Brings Saint Francis University professors right
into the classrooms of Bishop Guilfoyle to teach
classes to high school students for college credit.

Beyond the benefit of preparing students for college early,
College in High School can provide huge financial savings for
families. The average cost of one credit at state universities?
$690. The average cost of one credit at Bishop Guilfoyle in the
College in High School program? $55.
With such striking benefits, it is no wonder that two
out of three Bishop Guilfoyle students enroll in at least
one college preparatory course during high school. Bishop
Guilfoyle High School president Joe Adams says that is an
extraordinary level.
“Stepping up to college-level challenges is the norm at
Bishop Guilfoyle,” said Adams.
And the payoff of the students’ hard work was clear in
2016, when Bishop Guilfoyle’s graduating class achieved a
phenomenal 100% college acceptance rate.
According to Adams, the College in High School Program
simply helps to prepare students for the rest of their lives—
even if they choose not to attend college.
“We aren’t saying everyone should go to college,” said
Adams, “but we’re helping them succeed in a way that utilizes
their gifts—to understand their gifts and plan to use their
gifts going forward.”
With 16 AP courses, 25 Dual Enrollment courses, and
4 Professors in Residence courses to choose from, there is
undoubtedly a way for each and every student to explore and
develop their unique gifts.
And when the time comes for students to leave Bishop
Guilfoyle for whatever comes next in their lives, they can
be certain that the work they put into the College in High
School Program will help them on their path.
“Students graduate with confidence and belief in themselves to become healthy young adults,” Adams said.
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Welcome to New Board Members Anthony
Misitano and Rob Tribeck

B

ishop Guilfoyle is proud to welcome its two newest Board
of Trustees members, Anthony F. Misitano and Robert
J. Tribeck, who were both voted onto the board in October.
Anthony is President and CEO of Post Acute Medical, based
out of Harrisburg. Rob serves as Executive Vice President and
Chief Legal Officer of the same company. The two successful
business leaders still care deeply about their alma mater, and we
are pleased to have them lend their expertise and insight to us.
To get to know Anthony and Rob, read our Q&A with them.

Q&A with Anthony Misitano ’72
What was your BG experience like?
AM: My experience as a student was amazing—likely not
so much for the administration and faculty. I’m sure most of
them would be shocked with the good fortune I have had.
I give credit to my wife Cathy Misitano, another BG grad,
for that. I still follow BG in the newsletter and in the media.
My fellow graduate Mark Moschella, who heads up the girls’
basketball program, has built a dynasty, and I’ve enjoyed
watching his success; same for the football program. I like
bragging about how this small school does so well in the
classroom and in sports.
What has caused you to give so generously to BG
over the years?
AM: I believe you reach a point in life where you realize how
blessed you have been and want to give back. Beginning to
support BG more going forward will be rewarding to me and
my wife.
What made you want to become a Board member?
AM: I like to believe the people at BG who asked me to join
thought I had something to offer, given my business track
record. So when approached, I was honored to make time. A
mantra I have adopted is, “When much has been given, much
should be returned.”
What hopes do you have for your time on BG’s
Board?
AM: I hope to provide insight and guidance on any challenges BG faces. I have a great deal of experience and I have traversed many a minefield. I will do whatever is asked as well as
offer my views. I’m a new guy on the board, so listening and
learning is my first priority.
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You recently served on the
Advisory Committee to the
Penn State Board—tell us a
little about that.
AM: When the Chairman’s term
was complete, the new Board
disbanded our committee. But
I served at a critical point given
what had occurred that drew such
national attention.
Where do you currently
reside?
AM: Mechanicsburg, PA.

Anthony Misitano

What did you do after high school to get where
you are today?
AM: I attended Penn State and earned two undergraduate
degrees and a Master’s degree, with the focus on business and
healthcare. I have been fortunate to work with and learn from
some of the greatest industry leaders for 25 years or more.
Having them on my team has created stability, which is a key
to success in the corporate world.
In what ways did BG help you to become so
successful?
AM: BG provides great opportunities for those that want to
take advantage of them. I was more naïve back then and did
not make the most of everything that I could have. But I was
around good, fun, and caring people in terms of the faculty,
administration, and student body. There is no doubt they
influenced me in a positive way. And I met my better half,
Cathy, there. Only a good BG girl would put up with me.
What’s new with you lately?
AM: My company is rapidly growing and diversifying; we
will soon be in 12 states with 10,000 employees. I’m waiting
for our daughter to finish law school, and hopefully she will
join our team at Post Acute Medical. I was recently honored
as the Special Olympics PA Community Hero, and I am
currently the 2017 JDRF Honoree. So aside from growing the
company, I have been busy with community activities.

Q&A with Rob Tribeck ’87
What was your BG experience like?
RT: I have many fond memories of BG. The best part was
undoubtedly meeting the most important person in my life
during my freshman year—my wife, Karen (Hummel) Tribeck. BG gave me the opportunity to study in a small setting
while allowing individuality. I was not—as some current
faculty members can attest—a perfect student, nor perfectly
behaved. But that was part of the magic of BG: The faculty
knew that we were teenagers, and that teenagers would make
foolish decisions. While there was certainly a level of discipline, they allowed us to get knocked down and pick ourselves back up. That was critically important.
What did you do after high school to get where
you are today?
RT: I received my B.S. in Economics at Penn State in 1991,
then attended Ohio Northern University’s Pettit College of
Law, where I graduated in 1994. I was appointed to a Federal
Judicial Clerkship, then entered private practice with Rhoads
& Sinon—a large Harrisburg firm. I became partner in 2002
and remain one now. In 2015, I accepted my current position
at Post Acute Medical.
In what ways did BG help you to become so
successful in life?
RT: The core values I learned at BG have served me well
throughout my life, both personally and professionally: honesty, respect, and virtue. I have employed those in everything
I do. BG also fostered longstanding friendships that I greatly
cherish. My wife and I still spend time with many close
friends from the Class of 1987. That, I believe, is a function of
the nature of a BG education. There is a family atmosphere at
BG, and it permeates from the 60s, to the 80s, to the 2000s…
It is generational.

What has caused you to give
so generously to BG over the
years?
RT: My wife and I feel strongly
about a Catholic-based education,
and that children in the Altoona
area have the same opportunities
that we did. We have been blessed
with the ability to support BG and
believe it’s important to give back
to the school that helped shape
Rob Tribeck
our lives.
What made you want to
become a Board member?
RT: I thought that my experience as an attorney/counsel to
educational institutions could help BG. When it was presented to me, I jumped at the opportunity.
You’re also on the Penn State Board of Trustees—tell
us a little about that.
RT: Being elected as a Trustee at Penn State is one of the great
honors of my life. I am a fervent supporter of my alma mater.
In 2015, I was elected to serve a three-year term as Trustee.
What hopes do you have for your time on BG’s
Board?
RT: I intend to learn as much as I can as quickly as I can
about how the school operates. Finances and day-to-day
operations are always an issue for educational institutions, so
I hope to bring my expertise to solving those issues.
Where do you currently reside?
RT: Just outside of Harrisburg.
What’s new with you lately?
RT: Karen and I have two children who attend Trinity High
School in Camp Hill, PA. Our son is 18 and a senior; he
recently committed to attend school and play lacrosse at
Washington & Jefferson College next fall. Our daughter is 15
and a sophomore.
What message do you have for members of the BG
community?
RT: I sat back and thought about all the benefits that I got
from education at BG, and without those people who came
before me donating time, money, and energy, that might not
have been possible. And it’s time for us to sit back and look
at the future, and give back the way people gave to us.

Rob and his family
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Seen Around the BG Halls
The Walls Say It All

A

s alumni probably remember, for years, many of the
walls of Bishop Guilfoyle were a bare, sterile white. In
2012, Principal Joan Donnelly decided it was time to change
that.
“I just wanted to make an effort to make the building—the
environment—motivational,” said Donnelly.
So teachers asked their students what quotes they would
like to see on the walls of their school and compiled a list of
the best answers.
Today, the walls of Bishop Guilfoyle are alive with colorful, inspirational quotes for students and teachers to look at
every day.
“What you dislike in another, take care to correct in
yourself.” – Thomas Sprat
“Have you prayed about it as much as you’ve talked
about it?” – Matthew 21:22
“Believe you can and you’re halfway there.”
“You will never regret doing the right thing.”
These are just a few of the quotes displayed in various places
throughout the school, serving as permanent motivators and
reminders of the important morals and values that every BG
student should be living by each day.
Bishop Guilfoyle also wanted a way to better display the
school’s rich history. Volunteers put together shadow boxes
to showcase BG memorabilia, and along with the quotes, the
shadow boxes were hung on the walls throughout the school:
in the hallways, the main office, and the alumni center.

Mosaics created by BG artists
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Murals like this demonstrate BG history and pride

According to Donnelly, the combination of the quotes and
artifacts creates a unique kind of feeling that pays respect to
every generation.
“You want students to come back and feel the tradition
and the history, but also what’s new with it,” said Donnelly.
The end result of all this decorating was a much more stimulating learning environment that reminds students and faculty
of both traditions and what is expected of them day to day.
The senior hallway has also become its own unique
spectacle since the decision was made to decorate the school
walls. It became a BG tradition for each year’s senior class to
take a class photo, so those photos were added to hang in the
senior hallway. Now, every new graduating class has its own
permanent place in the senior hall, and future classes can
always look back at those who came before them.
The most recent addition to the walls is a display of beautiful mosaics made by an art group. There are even plans in
the works to set up a gallery in the art area of the school so
that students can showcase their work. And the students, says
Donnelly, will always be asked for their input before any ideas
are put into action. They were already a huge part of getting
the walls to what they look like today.
For now, there is plenty to take in already.
“If you walk the halls, they tell a story,” said Donnelly.
The Bishop Guilfoyle staff is always open to new ideas for
how they can best tell that story. For a school with so much
history and so many special people who have come through
it, there will certainly always be many stories to tell. And
because of the continued support from loyal alumni, those
stories will be able to be told for years to come.

Learning the Art of Impassioned, Informed, and
Good-Natured Debate
Bishop Guilfoyle Model UN Teams Forming Now
Where do Bishop Guilfoyle students go to practice diplomacy, debate international issues, and prepare for a role at the
United Nations?
Model UN, that’s where.
This year marks the first full year for the Model UN team
at Bishop Guilfoyle. Forty-five students were interested and
that number is expected to quickly grow.
Model UN pits teams from different schools against
one another in mock debates. Teams travel nationally and
internationally to compete. The participants, or delegates as
they’re known, are given assignments in advance of conferences. They research and prepare to come to the conference
ready to debate. Top delegates and groups are awarded at the
end of each conference.
“A huge part of Model UN is forming and working with a
team,” said Greg Adams, a Model UN delegate at the University
of Chicago. “Walking into a room of 100 people you don’t know
and building a team is hard. Model UN taught me to do it.”
Greg was on a top-10 high school Model UN team and his
college team is ranked #1 in the country. He was kind enough
to share his skills with Bishop Guilfoyle students when he
conducted a training here. He also happens to be the son of
Bishop Guilfoyle’s President, Joe Adams.
“I remember one student from that training who stood up
in front of the committee and gave an impassioned speech
against the tyranny of the proposed solutions,” recalled

Greg. “Everyone loved it. That’s what Model UN is about:
impassioned, informed, and good-natured debate.”
Social Studies teacher Mrs. Chalsea Kowalski worked with
Greg to start Model UN, and she is the club co-advisor, with
Mr. Gary Rhone.
“I have always liked politics,” said Mrs. Kowalski. “We did
a trial run at school and saw how excited the students were. I
was automatically hooked.”
Bishop Guilfoyle Model UN students attended their first conference in April at American University, just two weeks after their
first-ever trial run. Riley Lewis won an award for her position
paper, and all the students did well in their first competition!
Making great friends and having the opportunity to travel
are definite benefits of Model UN, but the list of skills it
teaches is long and varied. Here’s the short version:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Communication skills
Interpersonal dynamics
Research skills
Networking
Public speaking
Time management
Cultural understanding
Analytical skills
Cultural diversity
Learning about relevant issues in the world today

Mrs. Kowalski hopes to grow Model UN so that several teams
will be traveling and competing simultaneously. Once a conference is scheduled, the group meets to make sure the students are on track. It is up to them to research and prepare.
Greg Adams is studying Public Policy/Data Science and
will graduate in 2017. He recently accepted a position with
Accenture Strategy, a strategy and technology consulting
firm. He credits Model UN with giving him many of the skills
he needed to get to where he is today.
“In my job search, it’s helped me communicate more
effectively, structure my thinking, and focus on interpersonal
dynamics,” he explained, “and it helped immensely to be comfortable thinking and speaking about complex ideas on the fly.”
Greg Adams and Mrs. Kowalski encourage anyone who
might be interested to give Model UN a try.
The Model UN Club Members
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Multi-Generational Marauders
The Yahner and Adams Families’ Legacy at BG

P

eople don’t seem to stay in the same place for very long
anymore. Life and careers can take us in a thousand different directions, to a million different places. That is why it is
truly special when multiple generations of one family can say
that they all graduated from the same high school.
Bishop Guilfoyle is proud to have students who are third
or even fourth-generation Marauders. The Yahner/Adams
family is one of the latter.
There are currently three Yahners at Bishop Guilfoyle:
Matt and Mike ’17 and Beth ’19. Twins Abby and Erin (7th
grade) are not yet in high school and attend Holy Trinity, but
play junior high sports for Bishop Guilfoyle. Their parents,
Bob Yahner and Amy (Adams) Yahner, graduated from BG in
1983 and 1986, respectively. Amy’s father, Gary Adams, graduated from Altoona Catholic (the original Bishop Guilfoyle)
in 1962; her grandfather, Robert Adams, graduated from
Altoona Catholic in 1933. All of Amy’s and Bob’s siblings also
graduated from BG.
When choosing schools for their children, Bob and Amy
say there was never any question about where they would
send them. They have always made faith the center of their
family life, and it was important to have their children experience that both at their local parochial grade school and then
at Bishop Guilfoyle.
“We wanted our children to be able to have the same positive experience,” they said. “There is just something extra in
the BG experience that we wanted our children to experience
and benefit from.”
Having four generations attend the same school has made
for great stories to swap and notes to compare. For instance,
when Amy’s father and grandfather attended Altoona Catholic in the original 6th Avenue building, there were two sets of
stairs on either side of the building; one was for girls and the
other for boys.
When Amy and
Bob attended, the
two sets of stairs
had become “up”
and “down,” and
using the wrong
one could land
you in detention
even when the
stairs were empty. Beth Yahner celebrates the girls’
Amy and Bob volleyball District 6 championship with
have also shared
some of her fellow teammates.
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The Yahner Family. Front row, from left: Daughters Abby,
Elizabeth, and Erin. Back row, from left: Sons Michael and
Matthew, father Rob, mother Amy

several of the same teachers and staff that their children have
had. Mrs. Donnelly, Mr. Bussman, Mr. Cooper, and Sister
Beverly are a few who have been on the BG staff for two generations of Yahners.
Some things have changed and some have stayed the same
through four generations at BG, but one thing has been absolutely constant.
“There is a sense of family in the BG community that is ever-present,” said Amy and Bob. “You can feel this whenever you’re
at any BG event. Marauder pride and spirit runs very deep.”
Amy and Bob say that if they are lucky enough to have
their children remain in the area, they will make every effort
to send a fifth generation of their family to BG.
For now, they are just enjoying seeing their children flourish there. Matt plays football and is on the track team; Mike
plays soccer and volleyball; Beth plays volleyball and basketball. Abby and Erin play junior high volleyball and basketball
for BG and will soon be attending.
And though sending five children to Catholic school is no
easy task, Bob and Amy say that seeing their kids do so well
at BG is worth it and then some.
“The benefits gained through sending our children to BG
far outweigh the financial sacrifices we have made—and our
parents made in the past—to send them there.”
Does your family have multiple generations of
Marauders? Send your family’s story to
development@bguilfoyle.org.

You Don’t Have to Be Catholic to Benefit from
a Catholic School Education

D

id you know that close to 40% of new students that come
to Bishop Guilfoyle are not from the Catholic feeder system? If you didn’t, you are not alone. It is a common misconception that you must be Catholic to attend—let alone have
a good experience at—a Catholic school. But that is far from
the truth, especially at Bishop Guilfoyle.
“The environment is an all-inclusive environment,” said
Principal Joan Donnelly. “We believe in diversity. We believe
in acceptance of others. And I think we’ve had great success
with that.”

So much success, in fact, that school President Joe Adams
says BG hopes that by attracting even more students from
outside the Catholic feeder schools, the percentage of new
students not from the Catholic feeder system could hit 50%
in the next few years.
“The Bishop once told me that he is not just the Bishop
of Catholics in the area, but the Bishop for all people in the
area,” said Adams. BG wants to provide a living example of
the Catholic ideals to everyone open to it. BG’s vision is to
provide an exceptional education that guides students to
fully develop and share their abilities. We want all students
to understand what the motto—Goodness, Discipline, and
Knowledge—really feels like in action and how it is rooted in
the Catholic faith. Hopefully we can attract lapsed Catholics
and new members to attend their local parishes.
BG is able to provide a very special kind of education—
the quality of which is constantly spoken to by the high
achievements of students and the success of alumni.
The high quality of a BG education can be attributed to
the freedoms afforded to private schools: the ability to be

innovative and creative, to give teachers autonomy, to balance
what’s good about mandated testing with what isn’t, to create
a curriculum that meets the needs of students.
“It’s making sure that we’re doing the best that we can
to help those students realize their goals and dreams. That’s
what really drives us,” said Donnelly. “Any program we put in,
any curriculum changes—we put in because there’s a student
value.”
And you do not have to be Catholic to share in that value.
After all, respecting and embracing all people is exactly what
the Catholic Church teaches.
Board member Kit Benzel has had two children attend
Bishop Guilfoyle; neither are Catholic. But Benzel is passionate about how welcomed her children have felt as students,
and is sure that it was the right fit for them.
Non-Catholic parents may of course be apprehensive
about their children studying religion at Bishop Guilfoyle.
But while religion classes are required, Donnelly assures prospective students and parents that it is a very academic subject. Many Non-Catholic students, she says, have been glad to
learn the rich history of Catholicism. And the differences and
values that non-Catholic children bring to the classroom are
something the school cherishes, not condemns.
“That’s the beauty of what we’re able to do. We’re able to
have a culture where we can talk about faith, accountability,
morals, and values,” said Donnelly. “It really helps students as
a whole person and creates a great environment.”
“There will be religious conversations and classes; there
are debates, and that’s all OK,” said Adams. “There’s a reality
to today. Every kid has to make the choices for themselves,
and when they do, their faith is stronger for it.”

We believe in diversity. We believe
in acceptance of others. And I think
we’ve had great success with that.
Bishop Guilfoyle invites all students and their families
to join its community with the reassurance that they will be
embraced and supported. That is simply the culture here.
“For every student who enters this school, we don’t pick
and choose who gets opportunities and who doesn’t,” said
Donnelly.
Our mission is what makes our students so successful:
to be accepting, then lead students to the right path on their
unique journey.
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Blair County Sports Hall of Fame Honors
Marauder Alumni

Keeping Our Strong Athletics Tradition Alive for Past and Future Generations

T

he Blair County Sports Hall of Fame has been honoring
the county’s top athletes and teams since 1987. As the
Hall of Fame motto states, Blair County is “One small county,
one big sports tradition.” Bishop Guilfoyle is proud to play
a huge part in this tradition with our very own athletes and
teams being inducted over the years.
Nominating is open to anyone and it is often family
members, teammates, or former classmates who initiate the
process. Athletes and teams meeting the criteria who receive
support from the community through letters or signed petitions are evaluated based on their achievements.
Linda Skupien, president of the BG Alumni Association,
has personally been involved with nominating several inductees for the Blair County Hall of Fame, including her former
classmate, Thom Geishauser ’69.
“I believe it’s important to honor our alumni athletes,” said
Linda. “It is the ultimate honor that can be bestowed upon
them in their hometown or county.”
Geishauser played both football and basketball in high
school and was voted All-American. He received a Division
I football scholarship to West Virginia University, where he
went on to become the starting quarterback his sophomore
year. He was inducted into the Blair County Sports Hall of
Fame both as an individual and also as a member of the
1966–67 Boys’ Basketball Team. Geishauser still lives in Altoona today.
Another Bishop Guilfoyle alum and Hall of Fame inductee, Joan Lozinak ’59, and her husband Bob, are credited
with bringing minor league baseball to Altoona. The original
owners of the Altoona Curve from 1999–2001, the Lozinak
family reacquired the team in 2008. Although she now lives

The 1983–84 BG girls’ basketball team at the 2010 Hall of
Fame induction.

in Maryland, Joan is an active member of the BG Board of
Trustees and can still occasionally be found at the ballpark
enjoying the family-friendly entertainment she helped bring
to her hometown.
Connections run deep at BG. Many families, such as the
Irwins, continue to be actively engaged in the BG community through generations. And the 2004 inductee, Bill Saller,
happens to be a cousin of BG President Joe Adams.
Skupien said that she hopes that the Hall of Fame inspires
current students and athletes to follow their dreams. A lifelong Bishop Guilfoyle athletics fan, today she still attends as
many events as she can.
“For today’s student-athletes, we hope that seeing people
from their school inducted shows that it could be a reality for
them one day,” she said.
Read the full article at bgalumninews.com.

Inductees by Induction Year
1989

Thomas Irwin Sr. ’31

1998

Mike Irwin ’63
John Conlon ’49 —
Community Service
Award

2004

Pat Fellinger ’52
Bill Saller ‘52

2008

Tom Irwin Jr. ’60
Nadine (DeLeo)
Buchanan ’82
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2010

Bill Huber ’62
1983–84 Girls’ Basketball
Team

2014

Len Zandy ’62
1966–67 Boys’ Basketball
Team

2016

Thom Geishauser ’69
Joan and Bob Lozinak
‘59

Two Former Marauders Reconnect on the Field

Common Ground Ties the Two Together Despite Playing for Opposing Teams

B

randon Chadbourn and Sam McClosky, both members of
BG’s class of 2015, were varsity members of the football
team. Now, one year later, both players were fortunate to
receive scholarships to play collegiate football: Brandon as a
member of the Villanova Wildcats and Sam with the Lehigh
Mountain Hawks.
Chadbourn and McClosky were reunited this year on
September 10 when their teams faced off at Villanova. It was
a close game, but ultimately, Villanova won 26-21.

Building upon Values Learned at BG
Despite being opponents, both boys feel a strong sense of camaraderie thanks to their BG roots. It’s where they both built
the foundation for the bright academic and football careers
ahead of them. In fact, both feel like their individual colleges
are building upon the same values taught at Bishop Guilfoyle.
“BG and Villanova have very similar beliefs about faith,
academics, and ways of life, so my transition has been pretty
easy,” Chadbourn says. “On the field, Coach Wheeler did a
great job preparing us for college by making sure we knew
the type of work ethic and attitude that was needed to be
successful.”
“I’ll always be a proud Marauder,” Chadbourn adds, “and
hope that my two younger brothers have some of the same
experiences and make great memories like I did.”
Likewise, McClosky has made a smooth transition.
“It feels good to be playing at Lehigh,” he says. “Great football and academics—I couldn’t ask for more. It reminds me a
lot of the experience I had with the BG football team: a tight
group of guys that are supported by faithful alumni.”

Brandon Chadbourn (left) and Sam McClosky (right) on the
field during the Lehigh/Villanova football game

Their Enduring Friendship
McClosky and Chadbourn have been friends since a young
age, and they still stay in touch today despite playing on
different teams. They’ve even visited each other and met one
another’s teammates.
Both agree that Bishop Guilfoyle creates a common bond
for all alumni.
“There’s a special camaraderie between us all that can’t
be explained,” McClosky says. “We all share a certain bond
because of the school that raised us. Being such a small
community, it allows us to make deeper connections and
friendships that last a lifetime. Brandon and I have been
friends since I can remember. We share the same values and
have experienced a lot of cool things together.”

A Lifelong Community of Supporters

Current BG Students and alumni family members attended
the game to show their support.

Countless friends and alumni attended the September game
to enjoy some tailgating and see Chadbourn and McClosky
play—and both were grateful for the outpouring of support.
“It meant a lot for them to travel and come see us,” says
McClosky.
“Our game against Lehigh was a ton of fun because of all the
support,” Brandon adds. “Seeing all my friends and family at the
game really makes me think back and appreciate all the great
people who have played a huge part in my life. I think I can speak
for both [Sam and myself] in saying that the BG community has
had an enormous impact on our success and accomplishments.”
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PSU Coach Patrick Chambers Inspires
Attendees at Marauder Club Annual Luncheon

A

pproximately 80 people had the pleasure of meeting
Penn State University Head Basketball Coach Patrick
Chambers at the Marauder Club’s annual luncheon this past
spring. Coach Chambers spoke to the group about the important role that coaches play in developing student-athletes,
both as athletes and as people.
Attendees had the opportunity to talk with Coach Chambers as he mingled with guests prior to his speech at the
luncheon.
The Marauder Club is headed up by Kit Benzel and Joseph
L. Irwin, both parents of Bishop Guilfoyle students. As always, they did a wonderful job of organizing and publicizing
the luncheon.
“Coach Patrick Chambers was tremendous,” said Irwin. “It
was great to hear how a high profile, Division I coach has the
same challenges as our coaches at Bishop Guilfoyle, and how
he deals with them.”

Coach Patrick Chambers was
tremendous. It was great to hear how
a high profile, Division I coach has
the same challenges as our coaches
at Bishop Guilfoyle, and how he deals
with them.

About the Marauder Club
The Marauder Club is described as “an interactive social
networking association that offers sponsorship opportunities
to the community, alumni, and friends for the benefit of all
Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School student-athletes and
support of the school’s long-lasting traditions and values.”
Sponsorship packages range from $100–$1,000 for
individuals and from $1,000–$5,000 on the corporate level.
Sponsorship benefits include everything from branded shirts
to name recognition at events to ads in program books and
on the Bishop Guilfoyle website.
At its heart, the Marauder Club brings together businesses
and individuals who share a passion for supporting Bishop
Guilfoyle’s student-athletes.

About Coach Chambers
Coach Chambers has been the men’s basketball head coach
at Penn State since mid-2011. He is credited with bringing
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Coach Chambers with BG Administration at the Marauder
Club luncheon

new life to the program with his infectious enthusiasm and
passion.
What Chambers also brought to Penn State basketball,
and to the campus in general, was a real sense of fun. During
his first few years, he attended many student events and area
attractions to hand out T-shirts. He threw out first pitches
at baseball games and even hopped behind the counter at
McDonald’s to help with the “Nittanyville” student campout.
Just a few of his many coaching accomplishments include:
• The 2015–16 freshman class was the first Top 30 recruiting
class in PSU history
• PSU will welcome a four-member consensus Top 15 class
(at the time of signing) to begin their Nittany Lion careers
in 2016–17
• PSU has had 16 or more wins in each of the last three
seasons
• Named Villanova University’s associate head coach in
2008, Chambers helped lead the Wildcats to the 2009
NCAA Final Four, the school’s first in 24 years, and saw
Villanova advance to the Sweet 16 for the fourth time in
five NCAA appearances during his tenure
• Served as head coach at Boston University
• Four Villanova players Chambers worked with played in
the NBA; five other Wildcats from his tenure have played
professionally overseas, and he recruited four McDonald’s
All-Americans to Villanova
Thank you to Coach Chambers for sharing his coaching
wisdom at the Marauder Club luncheon!

Personal Taxes Can Now Be Sent to BG
Instead of Harrisburg

New Addition to EITC Creates Opportunity for More BG Students

A

program offered by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania allows taxpayers to direct their tax dollars toward
scholarships at Bishop Guilfoyle. A new opportunity allows
individual and joint filers to participate, not just business
entities. BG donors, both new and old, are excited about this
low-cost way to donate thousands of dollars toward helping
students. The net cost to donors is less than 10%; some taxpayers actually donate thousands at zero cost to them.
The Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC)
program has been around since 2001. It has allowed
Pennsylvania businesses to earn tax credits when they
support scholarships for qualifying families at approved
non-public schools. Now that this EITC program allows
individuals to participate, taxpayers who owe more than
$3,500 in state taxes should contact the school to sign up.

If you are eligible, you can direct tax dollars toward BG—
simply by completing a short form.
This new component of EITC is on track to generate
nearly $100,000 in additional scholarships for students and
families in need who could not otherwise afford BG. In total,
EITC scholarships are on track to generate $370,000 of scholarships in the upcoming school year. The target is to get to
$500,000 in scholarships within two years.
More individuals and businesses are learning about this
opportunity to earn tax credits by supporting local students.
Why not keep your tax dollars in this area and help deserving
local students instead of sending them to Harrisburg?
Could you participate? If you would like to learn
more, email us at development@bguilfoyle.org.

Transforming a Life
A BG Success Story

Z

ach Stitt was in just 8th grade when he had a stroke, and
his whole life changed. He spent the following months in
and out of doctor visits in Pittsburgh, causing him to miss a
significant amount of school. As he fell behind in his classes,
he also fell into a depression.
His mother, Corrie Rhodes, was looking for a way to get
her son’s life back. After hearing a fellow mother talk about her
son’s wonderful experience at Bishop Guilfoyle, she contacted
the school herself. With the help of BG’s financial aid, Zach
was able to attend.
Zach’s whole life changed a second time when he walked
through the doors of Bishop Guilfoyle—this time, for the better.
Zach thrived in the smaller classrooms of BG and the
positive reinforcement from the faculty and staff. Every time
he succeeded academically, said his mother, a faculty member
was there to pull him aside and congratulate him.
“They were always right there for him,” said Corrie. “He
was never looked down upon. Everyone was so generous. Zach
had so much pride being there.”
Another big reason for his success, according to Corrie,
was the family atmosphere of the school. Zach made excellent
friends at Bishop Guilfoyle who supported him and made him

happy. It was a stark contrast
to some of the bullying he
had lived with previously.
His mother believes that
school uniforms contribute
to preventing bullying much
more than one might realize.
“Nobody knows where
anybody else came from,”
Corrie said of the uniforms.
“Everyone is across-theboard equal.”
Zach Stitt at his graduation
But best of all, at Bishop
from BG in May with his cousin,
Ellie, and younger brother, Erik
Guilfoyle, Zach found the
strength he needed to do
one very important thing: earn his high school diploma. Since
he was older than his new peers because of his prior health
issues, his mother had her concerns.
“There was fear that he wouldn’t finish, and there would be
nothing I could do about it,” said Corrie.
Read the full article at bgalumninews.com.
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Giving Every Child the Opportunity of a Bishop
Guilfoyle Education
Carrying on the Tradition of Giving Through the Angel Fund and Named
Scholarships

M

aybe you personally had a wonderful school experience
at Bishop Guilfoyle—one that gave you a strong
foundation to be successful in your career and in your life.
Or maybe your children attend Bishop Guilfoyle and you
see firsthand how they are benefitting from attending a
Catholic school. Take a moment to consider their friends and
classmates’ families who may be struggling to make tuition
payments.
Scholarship programs allow students to take full
advantage of their school years. These formative years only
come once, and it would be a shame to miss the opportunity
to give the Bishop Guilfoyle experience to every student
who wanted it. The next generation of Catholic leaders is
depending on the generosity of others to help make this
dream a reality.
As one family of a scholarship recipient so eloquently
stated, “Our child will continue to give 100% to ensure that
the Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School education is never
taken for granted and always put to good use. Our whole
family feels this way.”
You can play a part in educating the next generation
of Catholic leaders with your support of Bishop Guilfoyle
students through the Angel Fund or the Named Scholarship
Program. Gifts to the Angel Fund and the Named Scholarship
Program show that Bishop Guilfoyle supporters share a
passion for giving a Bishop Guilfoyle education to as many
students as possible.
For many former alumni who received help themselves,
it is also a way to pay it forward. Between 40–60% of Bishop
Guilfoyle students receive financial aid. The average household
income of the families that apply is approximately $45,000.
“We believe that it’s helpful to the community at large to
get a student to Bishop Guilfoyle and help them become a
thriving member of society,” said Bishop Guilfoyle President
Joe Adams.

Scholarship Programs
Angel Fund
The Angel Fund program provides tuition assistance to
current students who are in danger of leaving Bishop
Guilfoyle due to financial concerns. Through generous
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donations, students are able to continue their Catholic
education. Funds are continually collected and used
throughout the year.
Named Scholarship Program
The Annual Named Scholarship Program allows contributors
to create a scholarship in their name, or in the name of a
loved one. Tuition assistance is given in increments of $500,
$750, or $1,000.
Endowed scholarships can be established in any
amount over $10,000. The funds are invested to grow over
time. Amounts above the rate of inflation are awarded as
scholarships. The endowed scholarships are intended to last
in perpetuity.
Each year an annual awards breakfast is held where
donors can meet the recipients of their scholarship.
For more information on Bishop Guilfoyle’s scholarships,
please contact the Development Office at 814-944-3987.
Thank you to all who have given. Your generosity is making
an impact today and for the future!

Named Scholarships: Impact a
Child’s Future

• In your name, or in honor/memory of a loved
one
• For more information, contact the Development
Office at 814-944-3987

Annual Named Scholarship

• Incremements of $500, $750, or $1,000 annually
• Three-year minimum commitment

Endowed Named Scholarship

• One-time gift of $10,000 or more
• Invested to grow with inflation and to generate
additional scholarships
• Designed to last in perpetuity

Class Notes
1964

Martin J. Marasco, the president/
CEO of Altoona-Blair County
Development Corp., was the 15th
recipient of the Blair County Chamber
of Commerce 2016
Lifetime Achievement
Award for Business
Excellence.
The award was
presented at the
annual business
excellence dinner
June 13 at The
Casino at Lakemont
Park. The award recognizes a Blair
County business person who enjoyed
an outstanding business career and
who made a positive impact on the
community.

published—Images of Modern America:
Gettysburg National Military Park.

2013

Andrew Logue made the Spring 2016
Dean’s List at Saint Francis University.
John “JJ” Hazenstab and Andrew
Logue were part of The Saint Francis University chapter of Enactus that
placed second in the Enactus U.S.
National Exposition held in St. Louis,
MO, on May 15.

Alumni Reunion

football team to The Altoona Mirror.
Team members include (from left)
First row: Dan Wiley, Dave Yorgy,
Matt Rimbeck, Rick Pulcino, Dave
Anthony, Pete Naputano, and Bernice
McLucas (deceased); Second row:
Dave Winklebauer, Mark Hoover, Jack
Cassarly (deceased), John Jefferies,
and John Bomeisl; Third row: Dom
Pierannunzio, Sandy Cassarly, Frank
Madden, and John Lang; Fourth row:
Gary Lascoli, Thom Geishauser, and
Rich Fiore. An informal get-together
was held September 2 for team
members to get re-acquainted, share

Thom Geishauser and Sandy
Cassarly submitted this photo of
the 1966 BGCHS junior varsity

2006

Jared Frederick,
a history instructor
at Penn State
Altoona, just had
his fifth book

memories, and socialize. Afterward,
the group attended BGCHS’s first
home football game, where the 1966
undefeated JV team was recognized.

Have an update you’d like to share? Contact Alumni Association President Linda Skupien at lskupien@bguilfoyle.org.
Look for more Class Notes in the next BG Alumni News eLetter!

Alumni Association Sponsored Events
Live Your Best Life Lecture Series
The Alumni Association sponsored
the Live Your Best Life Lecture series
with an assembly held at the school on
Wednesday, September 28, 2016. Our
featured speaker was Dani Williams,
a 2007 graduate of Bishop Guilfoyle.
Dani graduated cum laude from St.
Francis University and is currently a
teacher with special education students,
where she designed the curriculum for
the program. She also owns her own
health/fitness gym in Florida where she
currently lives and teaches.

Annual Yearbook Signing
Party

Third Annual Christmas
Party

The Alumni Association is
sponsoring the annual Yearbook
Signing Party for the Class of
2016 on Wednesday,
November 23, 2016 in
the Wolf Alumni Center
at BG. The yearbooks
will be distributed to
the Class of 2016 at
that time, and pizza
and refreshments will
be served.

The Alumni Association will
be sponsoring the 3rd annual
Christmas Party at Garvey
Manor Nursing Home for
the resident alumni
of Altoona Catholic/
Bishop Guilfoyle
Catholic High School
on Wednesday,
December 21, 2016.

Stay Connected! Please give us your email address—send to
development@bguilfoyle.org or go to bgalumninews.com.
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Check out our new BG Alumni News website at bgalumninews.com!

Marauder Pride!

School spirit and pride is at an alltime high this fall at Bishop Guilfoyle
Catholic High School when it comes
to the success of the fall sports
programs are experiencing.
Our football team is on a 42-game winning
streak and currently participating in the District 6
playoffs. They just completed the regular season
schedule undefeated for the third straight year at
10-0 and are looking to win their third straight District 6 championship in a row, and hopefully a third
straight state championship in December.

The Bishop Guilfoyle girls’ volleyball team is a Cinderella
story this year. They started the season out on a 1-9 record
with a very young squad. They gained experience and
confidence and went on a winning streak, and they won the
District 6 championship against Bishop Carroll 3-0. They
are currently in the state playoffs, and won their first round
with a 3-0 win over Bishop Canevin from the WPIAL. They
are currently one of the final eight teams in the state
competing for the state championship in Class 1A.

The Bishop Guilfoyle girls’ soccer team made
history this fall by winning their third straight
District 6 championship and qualifying for the
state playoffs. They were eliminated in the first
round in a hard fought contest that went into
two overtimes by Wilmington, from District Ten,
4-3. This was the winningest class in BG girls’
soccer history. They finished their season at 15
wins, 4 losses, and 1 tie.

For future Purple & Gold magazines, we are looking for your alumni updates as well as ideas for students, staff, faculty, and activities to spotlight. If interested, email development@bguilfoyle.org. Stay in
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touch with the BG community, and share your story!
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the regular season schedule undefeated
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The Bishop Guilfoyle girls’ soccer team made
history this fall by winning their third straight
District 6 championship and qualifying for the state
playoffs. They were eliminated in the first round in
a hard fought contest that went into two overtimes
by Wilmington, from District Ten, 4-3. This was the
winningest class in BG girls’ soccer history. They
finished their season at 15 wins, 4 losses, and 1 tie.
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