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OUR MISSION

The MISSION of Bishop Guilfoyle
Catholic High School is to
prepare young men and women
for rewarding and productive
lives in our global society;
young men and women of vision
and passion who are securely
grounded in Christian spirituality,
academic proficiency, and
personal accountability.

OUR VISION

The VISION of Bishop Guilfoyle
Catholic High School is to be an
integral and perpetual resource
for our community by providing
exceptional educational
experiences that guide and
inspire students to fully develop
and share their abilities and
talents for the good of all God’s
children.

BOARD OF
TRUSTEES

BG: Being Part of Something Bigger

I

t’s easy to tell from the stories in this Purple & Gold magazine how many lives are
positively affected by the extended Bishop Guilfoyle community. No matter what a
BG student is facing, so many find a sense of something greater than themselves while
here—whether it’s through cutting-edge academics; our faith-based, whole-student
approach; winning athletics; a wide range of extracurricular opportunities; or all of
the above. It’s this feeling that sticks with our alumni long after they graduate, and it
inspires generations of families to enroll their children in this same singular experience.
Faculty, students, and alumni alike strive to extend our shared vision and values
beyond the doors of the school—into our greater community—to impact our families,
friends, and neighbors in countless ways. Our students grow to love a lifestyle of
servant-leadership through lessons learned at BG—finding purpose and passion
helping others. Our students’ good works spark a continuous cycle of community and
compassion, which keeps paying it forward.
This sense of community is made possible by the encouragement and support of our
donors, who are a very special, essential part of the greater BG community. We’ve taken
a special opportunity to thank them for their vital part in our community. Now, hear
straight from our donors how they’ve been impacted by BG and why they give back,
and keep reading to see how their gifts are impacting BG just as much.

We Asked… You Shared:
Why You Give to BG

The Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak,
DD, STL
Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur
Joseph K. Adams, Secretary
Kathryn (Kit) Benzel
Dr. James Burke
Joseph DeLeo
Scott W. Durbin
Michael A. Fiore, Chairman
Joan Lozinak
Anthony Misitano
Dr. Frank C. Montecalvo, Vice Chairman
Robert Montler
Dr. Frederick Murphy
Reverend Joseph T. Orr
George Savine, Treasurer
Erica Sheetz
Joseph J. Stevens III
Robert Tribeck
Gregory Wharton
J. Douglas Wolf
John J. Wolf
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“I wish I could give more! I have wonderful
memories of my days at BG. We just celebrated
our 50th year. It was great! A group of us girls
get together about three times a year for lunch
and catch up with our lives.”
— Cheryl (Tomasetti) Fleck ’66

“…We give because BG is a family, and family supports one
another. We give because it’s what BG Marauders do…”
— Doug Wolf ’80 and Lisa Wolf, Wolf Furniture
Keep reading, on pg. 12…

Shared Visions, Shared Values

’57 Grad Honors BG Parents Past, Credits BG
for a Lifetime of Success

From the Berlin Wall to Chernobyl, Dr. James Harf leaves a fascinating
legacy—and he wants BG students to enjoy the same life-changing experiences.

F

or Dr. James (Jim) Harf ’57, acceptance into BG was
an honor, and he strongly remembers the emphasis that
was placed on academics. “We had a no-frills curriculum,” he
states. “Subject matter was emphasized and each teacher was
vested in her own subject.” The environment of the school
was one of healthy competition among the students. “I had
a tight relationship with my peers. We were challenged to
excel,” he recalls.
During his time at BG, Harf played basketball and football. He excelled on the field and received a football scholarship to Millersville University. Today, he is one of Bishop
Guilfoyle football program’s largest donors, contributing
funds that send the team to football camp each summer. For
Harf, this is his way of supporting the program and exposing
students to bigger things. “It is important for kids to spend
time on a college campus, to see what it looks like, to explore
a new environment,” he says. He also looks at it as an opportunity to honor his father, who sacrificed to keep the program
alive when he was a student. “My dad, and the other dads,
busted themselves to raise the money needed each year to
keep the program going.”

I want kids to have the same
success as me. There were people
before me, and I want to pave
the way for those coming after
me. This is just the beginning,
and I hope to do more for Bishop
Guilfoyle, to help it become the
best it can be.
After graduating, Harf received his undergraduate degree
from Millersville University. He served for four years as a
math and social studies teacher, and as head football and
basketball coach at Bridgeville (Delaware) High School.

He received his MA in political
science from the University of
Delaware in 1965 and his PhD
from Indiana University (Bloomington, Indiana).
Spending the most significant part of his career at The
Ohio State University as a faculty
member and research scholar,
he currently serves as Associate
Vice President and Director of
the Center for Global Education,
as well as professor of political
science, at Maryville University of
Dr. James Harf, one of
St. Louis.
the BG football proHarf ’s career has taken him
gram’s largest donors,
all over the world, often with his
remembers sacrifices
daughter, Marie, by his side. In
made for his own high
his spare time, he enjoys playing
school experience.
golf and remains heavily invested
in athletics. He is also a writer.
Throughout his career, Harf has had many unique experiences. Some of his most memorable experiences include
surviving a terrorist bombing in central London, observing
Ukrainians as they closed Chernobyl following the nuclear
disaster, helping Russian education authorities teach about
democracy and capitalism after the fall of communism, seeing the final sections of the Berlin Wall being torn down, and
surviving being struck by lightning while leading a student
group in the mountains of Costa Rica.
Through it all, Harf remains grounded in both his faith
and the gratitude of his time as a student at Bishop Guilfoyle.
“I left Bishop Guilfoyle with the ability to write well, speak
well, and analyze. These skills were critical in my success in
life.” Speaking of his motivation for supporting the school,
the answer was simple, “I want kids to have the same success
as me. There were people before me, and I want to pave the
way for those coming after me. This is just the beginning, and
I hope to do more for Bishop Guilfoyle, to help it become the
best it can be.”
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Our Student Athletes Going Above & Beyond
Marauder football team and cheerleading squad show focus and
determination beyond sports.

B

ishop Guilfoyle takes pride in fostering growth and encouraging our students to be actively involved in the school’s
community. Students are able to pursue their true passions,
both athletically and academically. Our football and cheerleading programs encompass many well-rounded athletes.

Marauder Football Team Prepares For
Life After High School
Like all of the other seniors featured in this article, Senior
Josh Trybus has been a student at BG for four years. Not only
is he the quarterback and safety for the Marauders, he is also
a member of Future Business Business Leaders of America,
National Honor Society, Young Entrepreneur Academy, and
Spanish Club.
“Bishop Guilfoyle gives students the opportunity to excel
in the classroom, but more importantly, the opportunity to
venture out and get involved,” said Josh.
After graduation, Josh plans to attend the University of
Pennsylvania and study business at Wharton. “The environment here sets its students up to do great things after graduating,” said Josh.

The environment here at
Bishop Guilfoyle sets its
students up to do great things
after graduating.
When asked what advice he’d give to incoming freshman,
he said the key to success is hard work. “Work as hard as possible at everything during your high school years because you
never know the opportunities that may present themselves,”
he said.
Senior left tackle for the Marauders, Matt Yahner is also
a member of the Track & Field team, the Drama Club, Peer
Ministry, Eco Club, and Future Business Leaders of America,
as well as a Eucharistic Minister. He says that the activities he
participates in at BG have expanded his interests.
“Being well-rounded is very important outside of school,”
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The Marauders football team excel both on and off the field.

said Matt. “Try to get involved in as many extracurricular activities as you can.” Upon graduation, Matt plans on attending
Penn State to pursue a major in electromechanical engineering.
Matt says that the sense of community has been one of his
favorite parts of attending Bishop Guilfoyle. His recommendation to younger students is to work hard, but make sure to
have fun. “Enjoy all things about high school, because it goes
by really quickly,” he said.

I think Bishop Guilfoyle
prepares you in a way that you
will be ready for the real world no
matter what.
In addition to being wide receiver and defensive back for
the Marauders football team, Senior Frankie Montecalvo
also plays centerfield for the baseball team. Frankie is the
Student Council President as well. “I think Bishop Guilfoyle
prepares you in a way that you will be ready for the real
world, no matter what,” said Frankie.
After high school, Frankie will be attending Seton Hill
University on a baseball scholarship. He attributes his success
to hard work and determination.

Shared Visions, Shared Values
“You’re going to fail countless times,” Frankie said. “You
can either give up, or you can put your head down and keep
grinding.”
Frankie’s time at BG has allowed him to grow as a person
within his faith. He has learned many valuable lessons that he
plans to carry over into his secondary education. “You gain
experience beyond what you learn in the classroom,” said
Frankie.
Sophomore Kolton McGee is the kicker and punter for the
Marauders. Kolton is also the Sophomore Class Secretary and
a member of the Blood Drive Committee, Community Service
Committee, Spanish Club, and the Dawg Family.
Kolton has received several awards for his outstanding
achievement. These awards include: Sophomore All-American Kicker Class of 2019 by Maxpreps, Western/Eastern PA
Football All-State Super 25 Member, and 1st Team Kicker
Altoona Mirror All-Stars. He has big plans for his future.
“In five years, my goal is to be halfway through college
starting as the kicker and punter for a Division I football
program,” Kolton said.
Kolton’s extracurricular involvement at BG has fueled his
passion for success. He sets high expectations for himself and
strives to meet his goals. “My dream is to make it to the NFL
after college and then come back to help coach BG Marauder
football,” he said.

BG Cheerleaders Excel in Extracurriculars
Senior Delaney Myrick has been a member of the cheerleading squad for three years. She is also involved with the
Drama Club, Eco Club, Pre-Med Club, and is a member of
the soccer and track teams.

From Spanish Club to Pre-Med, the BG cheerleaders do
more than cheer.

“I feel that being a well-rounded student teaches values of
self-discipline and time management,” said Delaney.
After graduation, Delaney plans on majoring in biology
and attending medical school. Her experiences at BG have
had an impact on her decision to pursue a career in medicine.

BG has shown me the
importance of mercy and service
in my daily life. We are called to
help others with the things they
cannot do for themselves.
“Bishop Guilfoyle has shown me the importance of mercy
and service in my daily life,” she said. “We are called to help
others with the things they cannot do for themselves.”
One of Delaney’s favorite aspects of BG is the strong community and family values. Delaney is thankful to have attended a school that has given her so many incredible experiences.
“Make the most of the little things, because the little things
oftentimes hold the most value in the long run,” she said.
Preslee Litzinger is a senior member of the cheerleading
squad. She is also a member of the track team, Pre-Med Club,
and Spanish Club and is Senior Class President and President
of the National Honor Society. Outside of school, she coaches
gymnastics and is a Eucharistic Minister.
“Students have to realize that it is just as important to
future universities or employers to be involved in extracurriculars as it is to succeed academically,” said Preslee. After high
school, Preslee plans to attend Saint Francis University and
study physician assistant science. She will also be a member
of their track team.
BG’s academic rigor has played a big role in preparing
Preslee for her future. She feels that the Christian values at
the heart of Bishop Guilfoyle have bettered her as an individual. “In these past four years, I have been shown the importance of integrating my faith into everything I do—a value
that I will carry with me in all future endeavors,” she said.
Preslee says there are so many opportunities at BG to
serve others and grow as an individual. “Bishop Guilfoyle is
more than just a school, it is a true community filled with
constant support and love,” she said.
Want to share your story? To share a BG experience
or update us on what you’re up to, email our alumni
association president, Linda Skupien at
lskupien@bguilfoyle.org.
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Coach Pat Irwin and Linebacker Andrew Irwin
Celebrate Their Marauder Legacy
Faith, family, and football—it’s all in an average day at BG for one
father‑son duo.

C

urrent Bishop Guilfoyle assistant football coach Pat
Irwin is hardly new to the BG athletics family. A tight
end and defensive end before graduating in 1988, he comes
from a long line of Marauders—his grandfather, father, two
uncles, two brothers, brother‑in‑law, two nephews, and two
sons have all made appearances on the football field. His own
playing experiences were nothing but positive.

The experience and
guidance at BG has meant as much
to my development as anything
in my life, and really continues
to shape who I am. It really is an
extension of my family.”
“I really enjoyed the camaraderie and spending time with
my friends. We had a lot of success in my time here but more
than the wins, I enjoyed our time together. When we were in
10th grade, I remember us giving the senior group all they
could handle in practice and realizing that we were going to
be pretty good. We were a mischievous group, so we had a lot
of fun off the field as well. We enjoyed playing pranks on each
other and didn’t get in any serious trouble. We probably gave
some adults gray hair,” he says.
After graduation, Coach Irwin
attended Penn State, where he walked
on and played the game for two more
years, before moving to Harrisburg to
attend Penn State Harrisburg. Now, he
helps run the family construction business, while coaching on the side since
2010. He acknowledges his position
on the athletic staff isn’t something he
takes lightly. When asked about his
Father and son
BG game day traditions, he names one
share the football
particular emotion:
field.
6 / bishopguilfoyle.org / SPRING 2017

BG football is an all‑family‑and‑friends affair for the Irwin
family.

“Worry. I get calls and questions through the week questioning the team’s preparation and whether we as a coaching
staff are worrying enough or putting in enough work to get
ready. My Dad is the biggest culprit. My game day tradition is
to stay away from everybody and worry on my own.”
A BG win or loss doesn’t just affect Irwin’s coaching career,
though. Now, his son Andrew Irwin plays an important
role on the team as a senior running back and linebacker.
However, Irwin stresses that Andrew should be his own
person throughout his high school journey, without the need
to follow in the footsteps of family members who’ve come
before him.
“While I am really happy for Andrew with his development as a player and as a person, I have tried to let him be his
own person through the process. He has had a lot of success
on and off the field and I am excited to see what the next
chapter will bring for him,” says Irwin. “It has been fun to
be a part of it. Really of equal enjoyment for me over the last

Shared Visions, Shared Values
seven years has been being able to have a front row seat to see
the development of 100+ young men. Some of the seniors
on this year’s team I have coached since they have been in
second grade. That is really a fulfilling experience.”

Really of equal enjoyment
for me over the last seven years
has been being able to have a front
row seat to see the development of
100+ young men.
Andrew is going on to play at Harvard after his graduation
this spring, where he hopes to have a successful academic
and athletic career. He credits BG with preparing him for
this next stage of his life. “Bishop Guilfoyle gave me the best
opportunity to not only be successful in the classroom, or
on the field/court, but also with the variety of clubs that our
school offers. This community and education has really given
me the best opportunity to be a well‑rounded person and
continue this in college and life.”
He encourages his younger teammates and incoming
freshmen to take advantage of these opportunities as well.
“Start high school off strong and put yourself ahead of the

competition. You
don’t want to look
back junior or senior year and wish
you took it more
seriously freshman
year.”
Whether
speaking to father
or son, it’s easy to
see how BG has
affected both their
lives positively.
Beyond their special father‑and‑son
bond, they appreciate a larger famil- Coach Pat Irwin and son Andrew Irwin
ial experience at
BG. “My grandparents were in the first graduating class and
now I have children that have graduated and still attend the
school with a lot of family members in between,” said Irwin.
“It is part of the fabric that makes me who I am. The experience and guidance at BG has meant as much to my development as anything in my life, and really continues to shape
who I am. It really is an extension of my family.”

Student-Athletes Beyond the Court

Mickie Smith is involved in the BG community in a myriad of ways.

M

any of our student athletes are involved in the BG community above and beyond their lives in sports. Mickie
Smith is one of these students, who can certainly be described
as an overachiever. In addition to her role on the volleyball
team, she also is a member of the Student Council and several
committees therein, Academic Adventures Club, Ski Club, Peer
Ministry, Drama Club, and SADD.
Her charitable interests shine as well. As part of the Student
Council, she’s on the committee for Sideline Cancer; she volunteers for Special Olympics events at both Saint Francis University and Penn State; and she’s involved in multiple church
and fundraising opportunities, including the Big Brothers Big
Sisters program.
On top of all this, though, Mickie doesn’t forget to have a
little fun, though some of her hobbies and extracurriculars
overlap. “My hobbies are dancing, singing, drawing, coloring,

playing volleyball, and taking pictures,” she says.
As for the future, she
states her goals as “finishing high school with good
grades and a great experience throughout, getting
into a good college to
continue my dancing and
get into interior design,
traveling the world and
learning new things about
it and the people in different countries. I want to
be an interior designer and also a dancer; I see myself working
for Disney for entertainment because I love to entertain people
and make little children happy.”
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A Return to Glory

As Band Rebuilds, Marching Marauders Invite You Along for the Ride.

I

t’s been nearly 20 years since BG boasted a thriving marching band—80 musicians, a full color guard, twirlers, and
Marauderettes. Now, the music program is growing as more
students seek the unique benefits of music education and
collaborative performance.
There are currently 21 students in the marching band, and
instructor Brett Keith says he’s looking to grow the group to
30. If 21 seems small, consider that it’s a 100% increase from
previous years when the band was completely inactive. With
a steadily growing group of players, Keith plans to eventually
add auxiliary members, too.

[The band program] teaches
artistry, musicianship,
teamwork, responsibility, and
professionalism. It also allows our
students to be leaders, providing
exemplary discipline in front of
large crowds in any situation.
Keith is thrilled that more students are embracing the
many benefits of learning to play an instrument and perform
in a group.
“Students are constantly assessing and evaluating, nearly
instantaneously, during performances. They must retain,
refine, and adjust as individuals and also as a group. It teaches
artistry, musicianship, teamwork, responsibility, and professionalism. It allows students to be leaders, providing exemplary discipline in front of large crowds,” Keith says.
“Plus, students gain and utilize skills from every discipline—math, science, language, physical education, history,
literature, and more—simultaneously. Then they realize their
practice and performance is not just to provide entertainment, but to have an emotional and artistic impact.”

It Takes a Village—or a Community—to
Build a Band
Keith’s passion is evident when he describes how his players
and the school community are benefitting from an active
marching band. He’s determined to advance this initiative
8 / bishopguilfoyle.org / SPRING 2017

The BG Marching Band currently has 21 members, double
their size from the previous academic year.

and hopes the BG community will join him and his players
on this exciting journey.
“We are budgeting for uniforms, and planning for new and
refurbished instruments, which are absolutely necessary to perform our repertoire correctly,” he says. “With so many needs as
we reestablish the band, we’re incredibly grateful for any financial support we receive. Perhaps even more, we appreciate the
exposure when people attend performances and concerts. These
students are committed to this every day, and we ask you to come
along for the ride, and maybe, be impacted as well,” he says.
“It’s difficult for a student to play an instrument that’s
damaged or missing parts. And in the arts, presentation is
important. Without enough uniforms or without appropriate sizes, we look thrown together. Imagine any sports team
without uniforms. Our presentation should be the best representation of ourselves and BG,” Keith continued.
Student players continue to show their dedication, despite
any challenges the group is facing, by participating with
their peers in Regional and All-State music festivals. These
opportunities are a great honor and privilege that recognize
the hard work and abilities of BG’s musicians.
As the marching band reclaims its former glory, the entire
BG community benefits. As a part of this community, you
make such worthwhile activities are possible for more students. Do you share a passion for music education? Or do
you just love being moved by a piece of music? Consider a
gift to support the Marching Marauders.

Shared Visions, Shared Values

#45 on the Field, #1 in Our Heart

Jorden McClure shines as an inspiration for the football team.

B

ishop Guilfoyle is a high school that treats all their
students like family. This is no exception for freshman
Jorden McClure. Although Larsen’s Syndrome has confined
him to a wheelchair, Jorden is still living out his dream of
being part of the football team. He has been an honorary
captain for the Marauders since he was eight years old.
Part of BG’s vision is “providing exceptional educational
experiences that guide and inspire students to fully develop
and share their abilities and talents for the good of all God’s
children.” We enable students to reach their full potential
and do so in a faith-based environment. This aspect was very
important to the McClures when it came to choosing a school
for their children.
“My husband and I wanted all three of our children to
have a Catholic education,” said Jorden’s mother, Robin
McClure. “Having God present in all aspects of their
upbringing is really important to us!”
The McClures originally started following the football
program because their daughter, Brittany, was a cheerleader.
When Jorden got involved with the program, it became more
than just a Friday night tradition.
“Bishop Guilfoyle football has been a huge part of our
lives since then,” said Robin.
While both of his older siblings, Brittany ’11 and
Zachary ’14, attended BG, Jorden has also found a family
within the football team. He views many members of the
team as his older brothers. He looks up to them and has
formed lasting bonds with many of the players. Prior to this

BG football is more than just a Friday night tradition for
Jorden McClure and his family.

year, Jorden attended public school. Now that he is enrolled
at BG, he feels like he is an official member of the team.
“He is so excited to grow up with his team,” said Robin.
“He loves seeing them every day!”

Being part of the Bishop
Guilfoyle family has been such a
blessing to all of us. I am so proud
that my children are attending or
have attended Bishop Guilfoyle!
Jorden shares a very close relationship with the football
team. Many players feel they need Jorden just as much as he
needs them. Jorden’s teammates look to him for inspiration.
He can often be found firing the guys up in the team huddle
during practice and cheering them on from the sidelines at
their games. The other football players find that Jorden is
someone who keeps the team very grounded. He reminds
them of what is important in life and what they should really
be thankful for.
Many of Jorden’s interests revolve around sports. In addition to being honorary captain of the Marauders, he is also a
part of the Saint Francis University Men’s Basketball Team.
Jorden became a member of the team during the 2013–14
season. Jorden has had a dramatic impact on the team and
coaching staff. Many view Jorden as a little brother and as a
true member of the team. He is also their good luck charm.
During his first game, he led the team to a win. Jorden has
taught the team that goals can be achieved if they simply
believe in themselves.
Though Jorden has faced hardship throughout his life, he
has never stopped believing. Bishop Guilfoyle gave him the
opportunity to achieve his dream of being part of the football
program. They gave him a second family that he can look to
for constant support and motivation. The relationships that
he has built within the football program are ones that will
continue to last long after high school.
“Being part of the Bishop Guilfoyle family has been such
a blessing to all of us,” said Robin. “I am so proud that my
children are attending or have attended Bishop Guilfoyle!”
SPRING 2017 / bishopguilfoyle.org / 9
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Art and Community Service Combine

Anna Shrift returns to share her passions with current students.

I

n the fall of 2011, educator Anna Shrift returned home to
Bishop Guilfoyle. Only this time, she was a teacher rather
than a student. Today, Shrift is at BG full time, teaching
English as a Second Language, Advanced Placement Drawing, and Pre-AP Art History. She is also the Student Council
Co-Advisor, along with her colleague Jordan Griffith.
Shrift credits BG with her determination to follow her
passion for the arts after she graduated. “Bishop Guilfoyle is
where I first fell in love with art, which led me to pursue a
degree in art education,” she said. Not only did BG ignite her
passion for art, but she also knows that her experience as a
student gave her the tools to follow her dreams and turn her
love for art into a career.
Shrift explained, “Bishop Guilfoyle has had a tremendous
impact on my life. As a college student, I attributed my academic success to the work ethic I learned in high school. As
an adult, Bishop Guilfoyle has provided me with an opportunity to work in a career that I love.”

I hope that all students leave
Bishop Guilfoyle with a sense of
duty and commitment to their
community. I hope that they see
how helping others improves
their own lives, not just the lives
of those in need of assistance.
When she graduated in 2005, Shrift went on to study Art
Education at Saint Vincent College in Latrobe, PA. While she
began her career as an educator by working as a substitute
teacher for the public school system, she returned to BG in
the fall of 2011 as a substitute teacher, working primarily
in the fine arts department. Shrift went back to school and
received her English as a Second Language certification and
began her full-time employment at BG in 2013.
In addition to her teaching career, she also served one year
in AmeriCorps, which is a civil society program engaging
adults in public service work with a goal of helping others
and meeting critical needs in the community.
10 / bishopguilfoyle.org / SPRING 2017

Students participate in numerous service activities at BG.

Community involvement is important to both Shrift and
BG. In fact, the idea of community is incorporated throughout the student experience, as each year every student is
required to complete a minimum of 25 community service
hours. Shrift has no shortage of ways to help students reach
their goal. By working directly with various Student Council
Committees, she is able to help them independently develop
and implement several projects throughout the year.
For example, this year the Student Council Community
Service Committee has organized student volunteers for the
Mountain Lion Backpack Program and the Hollidaysburg
YMCA. She also works with the Student Council Christmas
Committee to promote the Angel Tree project, where students
are encouraged to purchase Christmas gifts for local families
in need. Shrift has helped students make direct connections to
the community through their service, including The Greg and
Cathy Griffith Family Foundation, where they helped raise
money and awareness for pancreatic cancer research, as well
as a blood drive to support the American Red Cross.
Teaching has given Shrift a unique opportunity to give
back. She hopes that she can instill the many wonderful
values and lifelong lessons that she received from her time
at BG in her own students today. “I hope that all students
leave Bishop Guilfoyle with a sense of duty and commitment
to their community. I hope that they see how helping others
improves their own lives, not just the lives of those in need
of assistance. I hope that they feel empowered and know that
their actions can have a direct and positive impact on the
lives of others.”

Annual Report of
2015–2016

Shared Visions, Shared Values
Annual
Giving
Report
2016

Your Support…
Our Success
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We Asked… You Shared:
Why You Give to BG

“I give of myself because I have found that
having a loving awareness of God is the most
wonderful experience, and I want to share
that with as many young people as possible.”

“I give because I believe in BG and
want to help make it affordable to
anyone that wants the BG
experience.”
— Joe Stevens, The Stevens
Family Cremation and Funeral

— Rev. Fr. Joseph Orr

We give to BG for a number of reasons:
We give hoping that others can enjoy the lifelong
values and friendships so many of my generation
made, or, had instilled in us at BG years ago.
We give to support values
and character that are
not welcome in public
schools today.
We give because education
should not be about the test, but about the student.
We give to enrich the education options for Blair
County citizens.
We give as a way to say thanks for the wonderful
experience our children had at BG.
We give to say yes to BG’s Christian Catholic values.
We give hoping other parents can have an opportunity
for the quality relationships that we were fortunate
enough to enjoy with other parents during our
students’ time at BG.
We give because others before us gave to make our
experience possible and affordable.
We give because BG is a family, and family supports
one another.
We give because it’s what BG Marauders do.
— Doug Wolf ’80 and Lisa Wolf, Wolf Furniture

“I give because I will always cherish my
experiences as a student and a parent, and I
want others to have their own opportunity for
similar experiences.”
— Joe Deleo ’89

“I give because Catholic Education
enhances the moral fiber of society. I am
grateful for the education I received at
BG; I hope to see it
continue to shape young
lives academically and
morally.”
— Joan Lozinak, Co‑Owner
Altoona Curve Baseball Team

“I give because I want to make a difference
in our BG Family and surrounding
communities!”
— Kit Benzel, Benzel’s Pretzels, BG Board of
Trustees, Co‑Director of The Marauder Club

“It is imperative to give back and to appreciate one’s roots. Altoona Catholic
High School was a solid foundation for life. I was the only family member to
attend ACH. I always told my three boys how great it was.
— Dr. Robert Hartsock ’48
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Thank You for Your Support!
2015–2016 Members
Joe Adams
Liz Bambocci
Bill & Fritiz Beard
The Benzel Family
Edward & Patti Boslet
Kevin & Cindy Boslet
Christine Bowser
Rob Bragonier
James P. Burke
Thomas J. Bussman
Carl & Linda Cacciotti
Pat Callahan
Cardiology Associates of Altoona,
LLP
Jim & Betty Carrieri
The Children’s Place
Randy & Sylvia Colyer
Ryan Colyer
Sylvia Colyer
Rich Consiglio
John J. Conti
Gerald L. Cooper, Jr.
Father Raymond Crosser
DelGrosso Family of Companies
James Eckenrode
Bob Eger
L. Doug Field, III
Michael A. Fiore

Sara Lynn Fiore-Gunnett
Joe Georgiana
Vic Gioiosa
Lou & Paulette Gresik
Larry & Carolyn Hagg
The Hite Company
David E. & Janet Hogan
Jen Holsinger
Tom Hooper
Joseph & Becky Irwin
Tom & Lenora Irwin
Charles & Sandi Kaminsky
Dr. & Mrs. William J. Kirsch
Keller Engineers, Inc.
Kerr Kreations/Kerr Landscaping
Kirk & April Kissell
Klesius & Sheedy
J. Kirk Kling
M/M Anthony Labriola
M/M Patrick Labriola
Pat & Laurie Leamer
Lee Industries
Ted & Becky Manna
McCloskey Builders
Walter McCulloch
Frank Montecalvo
Robert & Sue Montler
Mark Moschella

Annette & Randy Patterson
Peerless Properties, LLC
Greg Provenzano
Mike Provenzano
Paul Purcell
Jack Reilly
Karen Rhoa
Patrick Rodkey
Dennis Roland
Jay Ruggery
George Savine
Mike Savino
Christopher Seymore
The Shanoudy Family
Robert Sigrist
Michael Sisto
Don & Linda Skupien
Donald Snyder
Joe Stevens
Joe Stevens, III
Adam & Diane Trybus
University Orthopedics Center
John Ventura
Polly Weston
Wolf Furniture
Stephen Yorgy
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Scholarships
Thank you to all of our generous scholarship sponsors who help make a BG education
available to more area students!
Named Scholarships
ACHS/BG Class of 1955
ACHS Class of 1956
ACHS Class of 1959 Scholarship
Agnes & Nicholas Genovese
Memorial
Altoona Sunrise Rotary Scholarship
Anna Marrocco Memorial
ARC Federal Credit Union
ARC Federal Credit Union
Bralley Family Scholarship
Christina Purcell Named
Scholarship
Douglas V. Stoehr Family
Edward G. & Clara L. Kristofco
Edward & Virginia Leipold, Sr.
Eleanor Toth Memorial Named
Scholarship
Ernest Harf & Marie (Kern) Harf
Memorial
Ferdinand & Mafalda DelGrosso

Endowed Scholarships
Albert Hogan Education
Scholarship Fund
Altoona Catholic High School
Class of 1949
Altoona Catholic High School
Class of 1960
Anne Sloan Borland
Anonymous
Bishop Guilfoyle Class of 1961
Bishop Guilfoyle Class of 1978
Class of 1962 Endowment
Cynthia {DelGrosso) Gardella
Foreign Language
Eleanor McKnight
Emma Brolley Scholarship
Endowment
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Frank J. & Josephine Deleo, Jr.
Herbert T. Wolf
Herman Koestner Memorial
Hoops for Hope
Jack & Cathie Reilly Family
Jack & Nancy Kirkpatrick
James & Agnes Eckenrode
James & Alberta (Beck) Reilly
Memorial
James W. Hindinger
Jane Ann (Condrin) Nader
Memorial
Joan Gooderham Georgiana Spirit
Joey Durbin Memorial
John A. & Helen D. Despot
John Joseph Schimminger
Joseph M. & Frances B. Hesser
Family
Kirkpatrick/Bearer Family
Leonard S. & Mary E. Fiore Family
Lisa Belsey Pufka Memorial
Lisa M. Roccio-Shank Scholarship

Margaret M. Bilka Memorial
Margaret McCreary Scholarship
Martin S. and Pauline (Laughlin)
Culp
Marty Bennetti Memorial
Mary Anderson McCloskey
Memorial
Mary Kathryn Kantoski Memorial
Mary E. & Thomas A. Irwin, Sr.
Michael A. Fiore Family
Michael Ratzesberger
ProCare Named Scholarship
Robert, Dolores & Rachael Rice
Memorial
Sr. Marina Culp Scholarship
Sue Sherburne Scholarship
Ted & Marcella Adams Scholarship
The Bill Perry Family Scholarship
Tom & Lenora Irwin Family
Tori’s (Lingenfelter) Life Journey

Ernest V. Salvi Scholarship
FB Kolbenschlag Fund
Father Gerard J. Ream Music
Endowment
Harf/Keirn Scholarship Endowment
Helen Mack Education Scholarship
Fund
Isobel Mack Education Scholarship
Fund
Jane Ann (Condrin) Nader
Endowment
John Conlon Education
Scholarship Fund
Joseph & Margaret Bilka
Scholarship
Louise Raber Memorial Scholarship
Mack Family Education
Mack/Joyce

Michael and Barbara Fiore
Endowment Scholarship
Msgr. Joseph O’Too!e
Nancy (Auker) Fiore Endowment
Scholarship
Nancy Crum Education
Priel Education
Reilly/Beck Scholarship
Endowment
Ronald Geis, Jr. Memorial
Schrankel Endowment for Catholic
Schools
St. Mary’s Scholarship

Shared Visions, Shared Values

A Life-Changing Gift to Students and Family

T

he Bishop Guilfoyle community
embodies a longstanding tradition
of family, service and values. The benefits of a BG education are innumerable,
as you’ll find that many of our students,
faculty, and alumni attest.
Bishop Guilfoyle continues to
expand and grow its community in
order to further offer our students
the best experiences possible, while
nourishing their passions, faith, and

academic curiosity. Our students enjoy
expansive extracurricular options and
outlets for community service, with all
the resources they need to fulfill their
potential.
For some families in the greater
Altoona area, these exceptional opportunities are out of reach. You can make
a difference in their lives.
Your gift to Bishop Guilfoyle will
give more deserving students access to a

remarkable educational experience.
More than half of BG’s current students
require financial assistance in order to
attend, and more families are continuing to consider a faith-based high
school education. You make an impact
on their lives, as you help to broaden
the BG family and community with
your tax-deductible gift.

Alumni: We Want to Hear from You

G

ive us insight into your best Bishop Guilfoyle memories and the
lasting moments that have extended long after graduation. Your
responses may be featured in an upcoming publication.
Take a few minutes to share your story by visiting
www.bgalumninews.com and clicking on “Share Your Story” at
the top of the page.
You can also email your updates to Linda Skupien at
lskupien@bguilfoyle.org.

We’d love to hear about:
•
•
•
•

College and career updates
Multiple-generation Marauders
Ties to other alumni
Classes, teachers, or activities that made a lasting
impact
• Suggestions for the alumni association
• And anything else you’d like to share!
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EITC Donors: Direct Your Tax Dollars to Make
a BG Education Possible for ALL Students

T

he Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) is a
program offered by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
that allows taxpayers to direct their tax dollars toward scholarships at Bishop Guilfoyle. Currently, this is the number one
way BG raises funds for scholarships, with $382,000 raised in
the 2016–17 year. 100% of EITC funds that BG receives go
toward scholarships for families in need.
This opportunity allows individual and joint filers to participate, not just business entities. BG donors, both new and
old, are excited about this low-cost way to donate thousands
of dollars toward helping students. The EITC program has
been around since 2001, allowing Pennsylvania businesses

to earn tax credits for supporting scholarships for qualifying
families at approved non-public schools. Now that the EITC
program allows individuals to participate, taxpayers who owe
more than $3,500 in state taxes should contact the school to
sign up. If you are eligible, you can direct tax dollars toward
BG—simply by completing a short form.

The EITC Program is Easy!
The net cost to donors is less than 10%; some taxpayers
actually donate thousands at zero cost to them, and a gift of
$10,000 could cost as little as $650. A tax credit equal to 75
percent of the total contribution may be granted to a business

Thank You to the Businesses That Give Back
Through EITC!
Fiore Brothers, Inc.
Michael Fiore
Allegheny Regional
Endoscopy
Lance DeFrancisto
Blue Ridge Medical, LLC
Steve Brumbaugh (Owner)
Cardiology Associates of
Altoona, LLP
Hany Shanoudy (President)

Concept Food Sales
Carl Dietze (President)

Inco Beverage, Inc.
Ryan Rizzo (President)
Fiore True Value
Hardware
Thomas A. Irwin III
(President)

Investment Savings Bank
Lynn Fusco
VP‑Operations

First National Bank of PA
Vincent Delie, Jr.
President/CEO
First Stop Shop, Inc.
Jeffrey Adams (President)
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Keller Engineers, Inc.
Joseph Keller (President)

Leonard S. Fiore, Inc.
Michael Fiore (President)

Link Computer
Corporation
Tim Link (President)

M&T Bank
Deanna Wells (CRA
Officer)

Shared Visions, Shared Values
providing proof of a donation during one taxable year. A tax
credit equal to 90 percent of the total contribution may be
granted if the business provides a written commitment to
contribute the same amount for two consecutive years. In
many cases, claiming both a PA State tax credit and Federal
tax deduction could mean that your donation would result
in a nearly 100 percent tax savings for your business for the
amount donated. The credit cannot exceed $750,000 per
business annually, and must be applied in the taxable year the
contribution is made.

What does this mean for you or your
business?
• You get to choose where your tax dollars go
• You can claim charitable contributions for your business

How can you apply?
A limited number of tax credits are available each year
and not everyone who applies is eligible. Applications are
accepted starting July 1 and timing is key, as applications
received before this date are disqualified, and applicants
are served on a first-come, first-served basis. Income and
other limitations apply, so please contact the school for more
details.
More individuals and businesses are learning about this
opportunity to earn tax credits by supporting local students.
Why not keep your tax dollars in this area and help deserving
local students instead of sending them to Harrisburg?
The EITC program is an easy and powerful way to give.
Contact Joe Adams or Jackie Lund today to learn more, at
development@bguilfoyle.org

Thank You to the
Individuals Who Give
Back Through EITC!
Reed & Sahlaney
Orthodontics, LLP
Dr. Michael Reed
Reilly, Creppage &
Company, Inc.
Bernie Creppage (CPA)
Ruggieri Enterprises, LLC
(dba / Spherion)

Jeffrey Adams
Shaun and Kit Benzel
Randy and Joan Donnelly
Gregory Drew
Ward Transport &
Logistics Corp.
William T. Ward (CEO)

Donald Ruggery, Sr.
(President)

Richard F. Fiore, Sr.
Michael and Barbara Fiore
Sara Fiore‑Gunnett
Rex Kulp
Karla Moschella
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Pellegrino Jr.

Wolf Furniture
Doug Wolf (President and
Founder)

Gregory and Rosemary Price
George Savine
Travis and Erica Sheetz
Joe and Ingrid Stevens
Doug and Lisa Wolf
John and Ann Wolf
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2015–2016
Revenues
Gross Tuition And Fees		
Less: Scholarships, Grants And Discounts		

Instructional &
Fund Raising

Athletics &
Activities

Cafeteria

Total

2,410,820.00			
381,274.00 			

2,410,820.00
381,274.00

Net Tuition And Fees 		
2,029,546.00 			
Diocesan Subsidy*		
321,632.00 			
Government Subsidy				
20,426.00
Other Income		
300,627.00 			
Revenue		
624,080.00
221,077.00
845,157.00
Fundraising
		 114,160.00 		
Total Revenues		
2,651,805.00
738,240.00
241,503.00

2,029,546.00
321,632.00
20,426.00
300,627.00

Expenses
Salaries And Wages		
1,454,025.00
117,453.00 		
Payroll Taxes And Benefits		
509,795.00
5,675.00		
Occupancy Expenses		
501,941.00 		
28,577.00
Equipment, Supplies & Office Expenses
324,980.00 		
1,010.00
325,990.00
Gift Solicitation & Special Functions		
79,037.00 			
Other Costs		
254,128.00 		
212,810.00
Program Costs
		 570,938.28 		
Total Expenses
3,123,906.00
694,066.28
242,397.00
Surplus (Deficit) In Financial Activity
(472,101.00)
44,173.72
(894.00)

114,160.00
3,631,548.00
1,571,478.00
515,470.00
530,518.00
79,037.00
466,938.00
570,938.28
4,060,369.28
(428,821.28)

Reconciliation Of Increase (Decrease) In Net Assets				
To Net Cash Use By Operating Activities
Increase (Decrease) In Net Assets					
(428,821.28)
Contributions					287,290.00
Grants To Others					
(6,105.00)
Increase (Decrease) In Net Assets					
(147,636.28)
				
Depreciation					224,338.00
Changes In Operating Assets And Liabilities				
(331,323.00)
Net Cash Provided (Used) By Operating Activities				
(254,621.28)
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2014–2015
Revenues
Gross Tuition And Fees		
Less:scholarships, Grants And Discounts		
Net Tuition And Fees		
Diocesan Subsidy*		
Government Subsidy		
Other Income		
Revenue		
Fundraising		
Total Revenues		

Instructional &
Fund Raising

Athletics &
Activities

Cafeteria

Total

2,329,760.00			
329,284.00 			

2,329,760.00
329,284.00

2,000,476.00 			
341,919.00 			
23,269.00
23,269.00
260,425.00 			
668,974.00
171,420.00
840,394.00
138,759.00 		
138,759.00
2,602,820.00
807,733.00
194,689.00

2,000,476.00
341,919.00

Expenses
Salaries And Wages		
1,575,161.00
97,630.00
320.00
Payroll Taxes And Benefits		
511,431.00
3,439.00
49.00
Occupancy Expenses		
613,989.00 		
29,585.00
Equipment, Supplies & Office Expenses		
286,486.00 		
3,047.00
Gift Solicitation And Special Functions		
81,646.00 			
Other Costs		
264,596.00 		
193,623.00
Program Costs
		 709,079.00 		
Total Expenses
3,333,309.00
810,148.00
226,624.00
Surplus (Deficit) In Financial Activity
(730,489.00)
(2,415.00)
(31,935.00)

260,425.00
3,605,242.00
1,673,111.00
514,919.00
643,574.00
289,533.00
81,646.00
458,219.00
709,079.00
4,370,081.00
(764,839.00)

Reconciliation Of Increase (Decrease) In Net Assets				
To Net Cash Use By Operating Activities
Increase (Decrease) In Net Assets					
(764,839.00)
Contributions					788,135.00
Grants To Others					
(5,000.00)
Increase (Decrease) In Net Assets					
18,296.00
Depreciation					360,788.00
Changes In Operating Assets And Liabilities					
142,641.00
Net Cash Provided (Used) By Operating Activities					
521,725.00
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Students Selflessly Give Back, All Year Round

O

ur students exemplify BG values all year round, reaching
out to the community regardless of season or reason.
Their endless talents touch Blair County residents with
community service projects.

The Annual Pope Francis Challenge
The Pope Francis Challenge began four years ago as a way for
students to personally rise to Pope Francis’s call to use your
gifts to serve the world with love. Last year, students gathered
more than 20,000 items total to donate to neighbors in need.
This challenge is just one of the ways our students show how
they care for those around them, resulting in a gratifying
experience and a lifelong commitment to the values of charity
and compassion.

All students are required to complete at least 25 hours of
community service while attending BG. However, many go
above and beyond this requirement, with the student body as
a whole completing approximately 10,000 hours of community
service each year. Students donate their time and numerous
talents freely to a selection of worthy causes in the community.
Sarah Callan, Senior
Service Hours: 92
My favorite community service to date has been volunteering
at the Blair County Historical Society. I’ve volunteered there
since I was little because my dad has been involved with the
society for a long time.
In the past few years, I have begun to realize the importance of community service, more specifically community
service that gives perspective and a greater sense of giving
back, that is driven by the good of someone’s heart, not just a
requirement.

I love the way I feel after I am
able to help others.
Ryan Berger, Junior
Service Hours: 81
My favorite community service project has been helping out
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Students take Pope Francis’s challenge to heart, using your
gifts to serve the community.

at my parish’s religious education classes, because it allows me
to not only deepen my faith, but answer questions about our
faith from others who don’t go to Catholic school.
I have learned that no matter how big your issue is or how
hard the challenges you’re going though, there is always
someone with bigger issues and harder challenges, and to
always stay humble.

I have learned that no matter how
big your issue is or how hard the
challenges you’re going though,
there is always someone with bigger
issues and harder challenges, and
also to always stay humble.
Patrick Donoughe, Junior
Service Hours: 113
The most enjoyable service I have done for my community
is singing for my church choir. The people I sing with are
incredibly kind and a pleasure to work with.
Community service means being an active member of
society. It is our duty to actively give our time in order to be
an upstanding citizen.

Shared Visions, Shared Values
Nick Nale, Senior
Service Hours: 238
I always love helping out the Hollidaysburg community by
setting up for events like Winterfest and Pumpkinfest. I feel
like I’m making a difference and helping make others’ jobs
easier while doing it all for the community.

Community service helped me
understand that I represent
something bigger than me.
Community service means helping out whenever you’re
needed, even if you aren’t required to or you weren’t planning
on it.
I plan on continuing to volunteer with what I am already
involved in as well as joining new organizations that need
some help. I can volunteer at the hospital or other places
related to my career field, nursing.
Nathan Callahan, Senior
Service Hours: 200
My favorite form of community service I have completed has
been the work I have done with the Ashville Volunteer Fire
Company. I love the way I feel after I am able to help others.
The endless work hours, early mornings, and late nights are
far outweighed by just one thank you. The brotherhood that
is formed with my fellow firefighters is an unbeatable bond,
truly hardened by fire.

Community service to me means so much more than just
an activity everyone has to do for school. The fact that I am
able to help others through my actions, no matter what size,
is what truly defines community service to me. It separates it
from all other activities people do. Since service is volunteer
work and nothing is collected in return, it is easy to see who
wants to be there. Community service can come in a variety of forms. Not every service has to be a big project. The
actions just have to be self-given to another.
One thing that I have learned from all my service is to be
selfless. This attribute is desired by all people and prepares
great leaders for the future. When performing a service, one
cannot have their own interests in mind, but should care
more about the greater good. If I promise somebody that
something will be done fully and completely, no shortcuts are
made in the process.

I plan on continuing to volunteer
with what I am already involved in
as well as joining new organizations
that need some help.
After graduation I plan to continue my service through
the Ashville Volunteer Fire Company and my home parish. I
also plan to serve a career in the United States Air Force. This
commitment will take my service from a community level to
the national level.

Students Take the Cause to the Court
Recently, the BG community came together to assist one of
our own—Noah Wills, an eighth-grade student who has
been diagnosed with leukemia, and his family, including
his father, Larry Wills, a BG alum, and older brother Luke,
a current BG student, for a charity basketball game that
brought together students, faculty, and family alike.
The project was an initiative planned by several students,
who approached social studies and communications instructor Jordan Griffith. Griffith is a current board member for the
Sideline Cancer Foundation.
The game pitted teachers against students, with roughly
20 players and hundreds in attendance to cheer them on. The
event raised more than $4,500 for the Wills family. The funds
Continued on next page

A BG student proudly displays one of the posters promoting
the Sideline Cancer Basketball Game.
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Students Selflessly Give Back…
help cover the costs of lodging, dining, and other needs. An
additional
$1,000 in
T-shirt sales
went to the
Griffith
Family
Sideline
Cancer
Foundation.
Hundreds of BG students gathered to
support Noah Wills and his family at
the Sideline Cancer Basketball Game
November 17.

Giving Holiday Cheer to Families in
Need
The Adopt-a-Family program, overseen by Catholic Charities, provides children and their parents with a worry-free
holiday season, providing gifts, food items, and more.
“Every year, we ask our students to purchase Christmas gifts,
for children they will never meet or know,” said Anna Shrift,
ESL instructor. “We ask them to do this expecting nothing

Continued from previous page

in return, except the satisfaction of helping others. And they
willingly complete the project every year. I can’t think of a

I can’t think of a better
way to exemplify
everything we teach at BG.
better way to exemplify everything we teach at BG.”
The students manage the project, and all agreed that the
experience is a positive and enriching one. “It felt great to
give back to those in our community who aren’t as fortunate
as we are at BG,” commented Kathleen Price, senior.

Works of Mercy Day
Celebrating the 2016 Year of Mercy, students targeted several
different organizations with their efforts.
The Mountain Lion Backpack Program, an Altoona
charity, provides children in need with free meals, including
two breakfasts, lunches, dinners, drinks, and snacks over the
weekends, when they do not have access to the meals served
at elementary schools.
Students made thoughtful cards for the homebound and
those at Garvey Manor and the Veterans
Hospital, and mailed letters and cards to
deployed military personnel.
Stay up to date with all the charitable
projects our students are involved in
by following our Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/bgchs/.

Students participate in a variety of
charitable outreaches on Works of
Mercy Day.
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BG Announces Innovative College Program

Students obtain their college degrees faster and more affordably than ever.

B

ishop Guilfoyle recently announced a new program that
enables students to earn a college degree at the same time
as their high school degree. The program addresses the cost
and complications of entering college, with a goal of making
the entire process simple and easy for BG students.
Partnering with Mount Aloysius College, BG created
the College Degree in High School program. With the right
courses, this program allows students to graduate from
Mount Aloysius just weeks after graduating from BG.
Accepted students will technically be enrolled at both
Bishop Guilfoyle and Mount Aloysius College, but will take
all of their classes on the BG campus. A prescribed, but
unique, path to college will be given to each student, which
will result in an Associates of Arts degree, with 60 college
credits. When obtaining a bachelor’s degree, this amount of
credits can cover as much as two years of progress.
The credits would be specifically targeted toward Mount
Aloysius four-year programs, but the credits are transferrable
to other universities.

The additional cost of the program would be
approximately $9,600, which is much more affordable
compared to two years at a traditional college, which can start
at $27,000.
“This can free up so many options. Maybe the student
wants to graduate with a Bachelor’s degree and go to work
as soon as possible. Or maybe she wants to take time with
internships to explore career options. He might want to do
research to improve his chances of admission to a prestigious graduate school. Or maybe she wants to double major.
Or play collegiate sports and take fewer courses during the
season. The possibilities are endless if a student gets a good
head start on their college career,” says BG President Joseph
Adams.
The program will begin in the 2017–2018 school year,
and students can begin applying now, before they enter
their freshman year. Students currently in 8th grade are the
primary target for the new program. Limited placements are
available.

Alum Shares Success in Academics, NYC Law Firm
Maurio Fiore talks his rigorous academic career, plus advice for current
students.

M

aurio Fiore ’06 spent all four years of high school
at Bishop Guilfoyle. While there, he was involved in
a variety of clubs, including Student Council and Chess
Club, in addition to playing on the basketball and baseball
teams freshman year, and running track the following three
years. “I had a good time,” he says. “It was a nice, close-knit
community.”
After BG, Maurio and many of his classmates attended
Penn State. There, he studied both finance and philosophy,
spending a year studying abroad in Spain. Afterwards, he
took a year off, working for his family’s construction company. He then found himself pursuing academic excellence once
again, getting his MBA from the University of Pittsburgh, and
then attending law school at the University of Chicago. While
there, Maurio studied under the Nobel prize-winning economist, Eugene Fama, learning the foundations of finance. He

went on to graduate with honors,
one of his proudest achievements.
Currently, Maurio is working
at a law firm in New York City,
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP. The
prestigious law firm has been in
business for almost 200 years.
Maurio’s advice to current BG
students, in light of his own accomplishments, is a challenge: “I would
say that they should do something
hard. I think the most important advice you can give to a
high school student going to college is don’t do something
easy. Do something hard, even if you don’t like it. They can
turn that hard thing, that hard major, into any career, but
they don’t have flexibility when they take the easy stuff.”
SPRING 2017 / bishopguilfoyle.org / 23

Celebrating Our Community

Science and Community Go Hand-in-Hand

From teaching anatomy to hands-on hospital visits, students take their love
for all things science into the world.

T

he Science Department and Pre-Med Club at Bishop
Guilfoyle have found unique ways for students to
enhance their education through hands-on opportunities
within the community. Community involvement plays
a critical role in preparing students for college and
their eventual careers, and the students embrace these
opportunities for furthering their understanding and
education.

Science Students Teach Younger
Generations & Utilize Community
Resources
Victoria Byrne is a faculty member at BG, teaching Anatomy
and Physiology, Microbiology, and Forensic Science. She also
sponsors the PJAS (Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science)
and the Pre-Med Club. For Byrne, utilizing opportunities
within the schools and community allows her students to
be positive role models in an educational setting. To help
achieve this goal, she developed a program that gives her
Anatomy II students the opportunity to teach elementary
students.
“My students create human body lessons and teach them
to the elementary students at Holy Trinity,” she explains.
“There is no better way for my students to learn than to
actually take the complex concepts and simplify them for a
younger audience. It creates a connection between the high
school students and the elementary students, and it gives my
students an appreciation of the hard work and dedication that
teachers put into their jobs.”

By interacting with the
community, they are living
what we are teaching.
Anatomy students are also given opportunities to connect
with the community to further enhance their educational
experiences. “Each year, these students work with St. Francis University to experience a hands-on opportunity in the
cadaver lab,” Byrne states.
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Students bring cheer to young patients at the Children’s
Hospital in Pittsburgh.

Forensic Science students were recently treated to a visit
by Sergeant Ben Jones from the Altoona Police Department,
who spent a day with the class discussing his experience in
crime scene investigation. “It was a great way for the students
to connect with and learn exactly what the police officers do
for our community,” says Byrne.

The Pre-Med Club Gets Involved
The BG Pre-Med Club also gives back through service projects in the medical community, some of which have a special
connection back to the school and its students.
“Last year, students collected medical supplies and sent
them to a military base in Africa where BG alum and parent
Chester Kowalski was stationed,” Byrne says.
They also did a Valentine’s Day fundraiser to benefit the
Children’s Heart Foundation because of another BG alum
connection. “The students specifically raised money for Children’s Heart Foundation in the name of Gwendolyn Vey, who
is the daughter of BG alum Abigail Levine. They did this by
selling cookies for Valentine’s Day.”
In addition to fundraising and collections, the Pre-Med
Club connects with young patients at Children’s Hospital in
Pittsburgh by hosting Fun Fridays. These events are themed
and include games and prizes for the pediatric oncology radiation patients. The club also utilizes the resources available
at nearby college Mount Aloysius. While BG is unable to
provide some laboratory settings, Mount Aloysius provides a
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urinalysis and other labs to the students.
Not only do students enter the community, but the community also comes to them in many ways. For the Pre-Med
students, they have enjoyed welcoming local medical professionals into their classroom to discuss different aspects of the
medical field. Special guest Dr. Merilee Anderson visited to
help them understand the process of applying to med school.
This type of exposure gives the students realistic expectations
should they choose to pursue this career path.

We are providing them with
opportunities to build confidence
and empowering them to become
adults with initiative, leadership,
and social skills.
According to Byrne, “Pre-Med students are learning how
to speak to patients and families. They are learning how
to take complex medical issues and communicate them to
patients in a manner that can be easily understood. Students
are also learning to look outside of themselves and their own
experiences—to realize that not everyone has the same life
circumstances that they do. For example, it is amazing for me

Pre-Med Club participants have the chance to work in labs
at local universities.

BG students teach their elementary peers about the human
body.

to see my students talk to children with cancer and redirect
them into conversations about things they love by doing a
craft or playing a game—making them forget for even just a
moment of their daily hardships.”

Real-World Application
As for preparing them for life after high school, Byrne makes
it a point to give as much responsibility as she can to the
students when it comes to getting involved in the community.
“I take a back seat. The students organize all of the details,
contact professionals to arrange visits, order supplies, and
delegate work among each other,” she explains. This unique
teaching strategy aligns directly to the mission of Bishop
Guilfoyle of having their students and alumni go out and give
back to the world, teaching them that “giving back isn’t always just writing a check, it is putting time into the place that
you live and love to make it better for everyone,” Byrne says.
“By interacting with the community, they are living what we
are teaching.”
Byrne is confident that the tremendous connection that
the Science Department and Pre-Med Club have with the
community is key to providing students with a well-rounded
education and carrying them through to become successful
adults. “My hope is that they will find their passion through
these experiences. We are providing them with opportunities
to build confidence and empowering them to become adults
with initiative, leadership, and social skills.”
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The McConnell Family Plants Strong Roots
Family ties to BG run deep.

M

el and Margie McConnell have
a large family, and early on
decided to plant their educational
roots at Bishop Guilfoyle. Their roots
run deep and long—55 years, to be
exact. Rarely in today’s world do
you see siblings and their families
staying in the same place they grew
up, sharing the same experiences
with each other. But, the McConnell
family have done just that. Since
1962, members of the McConnell
family have attended BG, beginning
with Mel and Margie’s eight children,
Anna Marie ’66, John ‘67, Mel
’69, Dave ’71, Fred ’72, Joan ’77,
Jim ’81, and Elaine ’84. Following
family tradition, their grandchildren
began attending in 1991. As of today,
14 of Mel and Margie’s grandchildren
have walked the same halls as their
parents and have graduated from
BG. They are all proud brothers and
sisters of the 10,000 and growing BG
alumni.

The McConnell family continues to attend BG sporting events, despite not having a
relative on the teams. Above, the family supports BG at a recent Alumni Band Tailgate. From left to right, first row: Nancy Dale McConnell, Mary Jo Carney McConnell,
Chris Ergler McConnell, Elaine McConnell Spencer; Back row: Jim McConnell, Mel
McConnell.

They were devout Catholics
and became excellent examples
as faith-filled adults for their
children.
A Strong Moral Foundation
Bishop Guilfoyle played a critical role in establishing the
family bonds and morals that the McConnells continue to
instill in the family’s new generation. But, it wasn’t always
that way. Both Mel and Margie were raised in less-than-ideal
family environments. According to their eldest son, John,
his parents were an inspiration. “They were devout Catholics
and became excellent examples as faith-filled adults for their
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children, enforcing family values as key to life.” The mission
of BG aligned with Mel and Maggie’s hope for their children,
to prepare them for rewarding and productive lives with a vision and passion securely grounded in Christian spirituality,
academic proficiency, and personal accountability.
Always protective of her children and grandchildren,
Margie was fondly considered to be the family’s Moral Patrol,
or the “MP.” She would ask where they were going, what they
would be doing, what time they would be home, and all of the
other typical “Mom” questions. Perhaps her most impactful
one, however, was sending a parting reminder to any child or
grandchild walking out the door. “Mom always reminded us
when leaving the house to remember who we are and where
we are from,” recalls eldest son John. “We all knew this meant
that they expected us to make good life choices that supported our learned values of family and faith.” The Catholic education and atmosphere that each member of the McConnell
family received at BG was crucial to reinforcing the faith and
values that Mel and Margie wanted to see in their children.

Shared Visions, Shared Values
Giving Back
The principle of service was also important to Mel and
Margie, and that sense of giving of one’s self has been passed
down through the generations. The vision of BG to provide
exceptional educational experiences that guide students to
fully develop and share their abilities and talents for the good
of all God’s children, made a lasting impact on the McConnell family members. Many of their children and grandchildren give their time to support BG activities in different ways.
Their son Mel returned after graduating college to become

They expected us to make
good life choices that
supported our learned values of
family and faith.
Bishop Guilfoyle’s band director for five years. After his
tenure, the group was left very strong with 100 members, and
included color guard, marauderettes, and silks. He is currently an elementary band director, teaching and preparing
students for the BG band. Fred became the freshman football
coach and was the assistant varsity baseball coach. Elaine is
the principal at Holy Trinity, former director of the Altoona
Parochial Football Association, and continues to announce
the BG girls’ basketball games. Jim was a member of the band
as a student for seven years and currently provides musical
entertainment for the BG hockey games. Additionally, Jim’s
wife, Nancy, is currently the school secretary.

I think I can speak for
all of my brothers and sisters
and say ‘thank you’ to Mom and
Dad for choosing BG for our high
school education.
A Lasting Legacy
Throughout the last 55 years, various members of the family,
including grandchildren, have also participated in numerous
sports and extracurriculars at BG. Some of those include
football, basketball, hockey, baseball, softball, volleyball, cross
country, band, marauderettes, and many BG theatre performances. To this day, the McConnell family members show
their support for the student athletes even though they don’t
have a McConnell to cheer on. “We still, even without any
McConnells participating, follow and attend basketball and
football games as a family,” John says.

Mom always reminded
us when leaving the house to
remember who we are
and where we are from.
Reflecting on his parent’s tremendous life of faith, service,
and love for their children and grandchildren, John knows
that all of his siblings and their children have been blessed to
have Mel and Margie as role models. Their
dedication to Bishop Guilfoyle and their
efforts in making BG’s teachings of faith
have made a lasting impact on the family as
a whole. Without their choice of school for
their children, the family would not be who
they are today. John confirms, “As the oldest
surviving sibling today, I think I can speak
for all of my brothers and sisters and say
‘thank you’ to Mom and Dad for choosing
BG for our high school education.”
Does your family have multiple
generations of Marauders?
Send your family’s story to
development@bguilfoyle.org

More than 20 of the McConnells have attended BG.
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International Experiences in the Classroom
The Chinese language & cultural exchange program pairs authentic
experiences with valuable life lessons.

T

he students at Bishop Guilfoyle have an exciting opportunity to immerse themselves in a foreign culture, without
ever leaving the classroom. The school’s Chinese language
and cultural exchange program provides students with
authentic language instruction and student‑led exploration
into Chinese culture, currently all overseen by Helena Xuan,
a Beijing Normal University student majoring in Teaching
Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages.
A typical class period begins with a Chinese greeting,
followed by a brief media introduction to the day’s topics.

The opportunity for our
students to study the Chinese
language, along with their
exposure to Chinese culture, is
instrumental in assisting with
our school’s mission statement to
prepare young men and women
for rewarding and productive
lives in our global society.
Language reviews are conducted as playfully as possible,
often formatted in a game‑like style, to make the experience
hands‑on and enjoyable for students.
However, the class period isn’t solely devoted to language
skills. Instead, timely information is provided on Chinese
culture and holidays, incorporating the direct interests of the
students. “The kinds of Chinese culture I decide to introduce
come from students’ interests,” says Xuan. “For example,
some students said they like music, so I introduced Chinese
traditional instruments to them, and I also borrowed some
instruments to show them. Some girls said they like Chinese
traditional clothing, so I also prepared a lesson related to that.
I brought my traditional clothing to show them.”
Students have reported a growing appreciation for the
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Students use their new‑found Chinese writing skills to
celebrate the holidays.

opportunity, particularly as they begin to develop their
language skills to the point that they can use them in
everyday life. “The Chinese language program really has
encouraged me to explore Chinese language and culture
outside of the classroom,” says senior Kaitlyn Edmiston.
“I have made a lot of the Chinese crafts that we learned how
to make in class at home. I have also been listening to more
Chinese music and watching more television shows from
China to help me become more proficient in the language.”
This kind of language and cultural exchange experience
benefits students on a much deeper level. Beyond the normal
perks of learning a foreign language for academics or a future
career, it inspires critical thinking, logic, and a good attitude
when overcoming difficult obstacles and bad habits.
“The opportunity for our students to study the Chinese
language, along with their exposure to Chinese culture, is
instrumental in assisting with our school’s mission statement
to prepare young men and women for rewarding and productive lives in our global society. Our school is located in Central Pennsylvania; that, coupled with us being a private high
school, can limit our students’ exposure to cultural diversity.
This program helps to afford our students this exposure,” said
Principal Joan Donnelly.
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Edward Swisher ’44 Recalls Fun Times at
Bishop Guilfoyle
A BG education prepares one alum for a military career.

E

dward Swisher attended Bishop Guilfoyle’s predecessor, Altoona Catholic High School, 1940–1944. When he
graduated, he took with him critical skills that served him
well throughout his life and career. The years that Swisher
was a student at Bishop Guilfoyle were tumultuous, to say the
least, as the United States was in the middle of World War II.
In fact, some of Swisher’s classmates had already been drafted
and were fighting in the war
while he was a student.
Back at home, Swisher
attended classes regularly and
was a good student. Looking back, he feels that he was
well‑prepared for life because
of the quality education he
received. “I always thought my
education was great—it was the
Edward Swisher fondly
best around,” he recalls. “The
remembers what he
calls, “the best education
nuns were great people and
around!
well‑respected. They made sure
we learned and were behaved.
I remember having my knuckles cracked a time or two!” As
well‑respected as they were, Swisher laughingly remembers
one nun in particular, the Biology teacher. “We were always
working with bugs and insects so we gave her the nickname,
Sister Bugs.”

While I didn’t think much of
it when I was in school, I now
always look back and know that
the whole Catholic school system
worked for me. It helped me with
my life and my career.
Even though many years have gone by, Swisher still has
many fond memories of his time at BG. During the Junior/
Senior Prom, he and a group of girls decided to grab some
toy instruments and get on stage to perform. “They all

loved it so much that they
wouldn’t let us down from
the stage,” he reminisces.
They must have been good,
since a friend of his actually
remembered the “band” at
their 25th graduation anniversary celebration.
Not only did he have a
lot of good times and great
memories, but Swisher attributes one class in particular
After graduation, Swisher
with preparing him for life
joined the army, where he emafter high school. “I took a
ployed skills he learned at BG.
Commercial course where
we learned a lot about business and special abilities such as
shorthand and bookkeeping,” he says. “This knowledge was
a boost to both my civilian life and my army life.” In fact, this
class may have been just the reason why he was selected for
the Army instead of his preferred branch, the Navy. Swisher explains, “When I was drafted shortly after graduation,
I wanted to join the Navy. My buddy told me to wait until
the draft and I would most likely get in. So, when I was in
line waiting to get my stamp, the lady saw on my papers a
designation of Special Qualifications. After speaking with her
superior, she stamped my papers Army.” Swisher spent most
of his military career in administration and believes that the
Commercial course provided him with the abilities needed
for the positions he held in the Army.
After leaving the Army in 1946, Swisher returned to
Germany where he met his future wife, Hilde. Swisher was
called back to active duty in 1950 where he remained until he
retired again as Sergeant Major in 1971. Today, Swisher has
four grandchildren, a handful of great‑grandchildren, and
one great‑great‑grandson. He resides in Florida and enjoys
visits from his family, who all live in Virginia (except for his
daughter, who lives only seven miles from him).
When asked about his Catholic education, Swisher
doesn’t hesitate. “While I didn’t think much of it when I was
in school, I now always look back and know that the whole
Catholic school system worked for me. It helped me with my
life and my career.”
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Bernard Keller ’41, WWII POW Survivor, Talks
Football & Gratitude
Alum recalls days past at BG’s predecessor, Altoona Catholic.

F

rom the football field to World War II Germany, Bishop
Guilfoyle alum Bernard Keller has more than a few stories to tell from his 94 years, starting with his time at Bishop
Guilfoyle’s predecessor, Altoona Catholic High School.
A member of the Class of 1941, Keller jokingly mentions
he was on track to graduate in 1940, “but they liked me so
well they kept me another year.” He was a very involved student, playing in the band and also on the football team, which
he credits as his favorite part of attending BG. “I was a right
guard. I weighed 150 lb. That year we had a good team,” he
laughs. “We were 10 and 1. We had 10 losses and one win!”

“I’m just trying to help some of
the kids that are going there now.
I think I owe them something, and
that’s why I try to give them as much
as I can…”
However, things weren’t always fun and games on the
field. “Did you know that when we played football, there was
so much discrimination, we had to play teams from New
Jersey, Maryland, and Ohio? None of the public schools
would play us. There was actually discrimination; they would
not play a Catholic school. I think one team did, from Mount
Union,” Keller says. “They just didn’t like Catholics. That’s

straightened out now. They play
everybody.”
Regardless, it didn’t hinder
Keller’s love for the sport. “That
was when I liked school most,
was during football season.”
After his graduation, Keller
left the Altoona area to work in
Baltimore at the Western Electric Company (a now defunct
supplier to AT&T). In 1943,
however, Keller was drafted into
the service, and returned to Al- Bernard Keller’s 1941
toona. He served for three years senior yearbook photo
as an army infantryman in Germany, before being captured
in Czechoslovakia. After his release from the prison camp
where he spent the rest of his time, he returned to Western
Electric, where he continued to work until his retirement in
1984.
Now, Keller’s favorite activities include attending BG football games. “Last year, I went to all of them; well, maybe not
all of them. I maybe went to about five of them. And I didn’t
go to Hershey, but I went when they played at Mansion Park.
That’s something else. They wouldn’t let us play at Mansion
Park. We played at Cricket Field. It was down about 7th
Street, Chestnut Avenue, down in that area somewhere.”

“That was when I liked school
most, was during football season.”

Bernard Keller and his wife at their home in Altoona.
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Keller makes generous annual donations to both BG’s
football fund and the Angel Fund. “I think I owe them
something, and that’s why I try to give them as much as I can.
Maybe I give them $1,000 a year or something like that. I’m
just trying to help some of the kids that are going there now.
I know it’s hard; it’s a hard thing to pay the tuition.” When
Keller and his brother, George, attended the high school,
tuition was free and education costs were paid by the parish.
Now, two of Keller’s great‑nephews attend Bishop Guilfoyle—Mark and John Fanelli. Both are following Keller’s
footsteps, and play on the football team.
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Class Notes
1967

The class of 1967 is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this year! Check out some
of the highlights from the graduating
class!

play football, and was the first player
from Bishop Guilfoyle picked for the
Big 33 game. He also made the Associated Press second team. He received
50 scholarship offers from colleges and
universities, and chose Notre Dame.
Five other athletes from the Class
of 1967 earned Division I scholarships:
Pat Shute at St. Francis University; Bill
Adams at South West Missouri State;
Tom Turchetta at Miami University;
Joe Landolfi at Massachusetts University; and Tom Geishauser at West
Virginia University.

Alumni News
Ryan Caputo ’06 was recently
married on Aug. 20, 2016. He and
his sister, Shannon, both attended

Boys’ Basketball won the State Championship/League PCIAA Class A. They
were then nominated for induction into
the Blair County Sports Hall of Fame.
Tim Sigrist earned a Division I Scholarship to Notre Dame University to

Tim Sigrist ‘67

BG. Shannon graduated from Mount
Aloysius College in May of last year
with her Master’s.
Peter Pontzer ’82 was recently honored with the Carnegie Medal, an award given to
those who risk “their lives to
an extraordinary degree while
saving or attempting to save the
lives of others.” He received the
award after rescuing a teenage
swimmer in danger of drowning
off a North Carolina beach. The
boy and a friend had swam into
rough waters and been caught in
a riptide. Along with the help of
another onlooker, Pontzer was

able to help one
of the boys make
it back safely to
shore, sustaining
injuries during the
rescue. Pontzer
now acts as an administrative judge
in Fairfax, Va.

Alumni Association
Updates
The Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic Alumni
Association is looking for class representatives for the following classes:
1950 | 1951 | 1952 | 1954 | 1958
1982 | 1992 | 1997 | 1999 | 2002
2006 | 2016
We are asking that all Class Representatives make sure the Alumni and
Development office has up‑to‑date
contact information from you with a
current phone number and a current
email address for future reference.
Please contact the Development office
(814‑944‑3987 or development@bguilfoyle.org) if your contact information
has recently changed.
The Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic
Alumni Association is also implementing their Class Representative Program
with participation in the 1st Annual
March Madness Fundraiser to benefit
the Angel Fund. All class representatives were asked to post the news on
their class page website and ask their
class members to participate in the
Alumni Class Challenge. Recognition
will be given to the classes that raise the
most money at the event.
Have an update you’d like to share?
Contact Alumni Assocation President
Linda Skupien at lskupien@bguilfoyle.org.
Look for more Class Notes in the next BG
Alumni News eLetter!
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Check out our new BG Alumni News website at bgalumninews.com!

“I give because BG is part of what makes our area a great place to live.” – Michael Fiore

Marauder Pride!

Spring is in the air… and so is
Marauder pride! Check out what
some of our talented students have
been up to!

The Bishop Guilfoyle Drama Club put on Guys &
Dolls in early March, to rave reviews.

Earlier this year, two BG students represented the Marauders at the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association
District 6 Chorus Festival, with one selected via audition
to participate in the PMEA Region III Choir, made up of
the top 180 high school musicians from the area.

For future Purple & Gold magazines, we are looking for your alumni updates as well as ideas for students, staff,
faculty, and activities to spotlight. If interested, email development@bguilfoyle.org. Stay in touch with the BG
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community, and share your story!

“I give because BG is part of what makes our area a great place to live.” – Michael Fiore
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Marauder Pride!

Spring is in the air… and so is
Marauder pride! Check out what
some of our talented students have
been up to!

Check out our new BG Alumni News website at
bgalumninews.com!

The Bishop Guilfoyle boys’ and
girls’ basketball teams are currently
participating in the District 6 basketball
playoffs.
The BG girls are currently ranked #2 in
the state of Pennsylvania in the Class 2
division. They finished their regular season
with a record of 19 wins and 3 losses.
History was made when the girls’ team
hosted a first-round playoff game in the
Bishop Guilfoyle gym. With their victory,
they extended their record to 20 wins and
3 losses and continue to play in the next
round of the District 6 tournament. Good
luck to the team as they continue on their
quest for a District and state title!

Earlier this year, two BG students represented the
Marauders at the Pennsylvania Music Educators
Association District 6 Chorus Festival, with one selected
via audition to participate in the PMEA Region III Choir,
made up of the top 180 high school musicians from the
area.

The Bishop Guilfoyle boys finished the
regular season with a record of 15 wins
and 5 losses and played for the Laurel
Highlands Athletic Conference title. They
will be hosting a first-round District 6
playoff game at the BG gym for the first
time in the school’s history as well.

The Bishop Guilfoyle Drama Club put on Guys & Dolls
in early March, to rave reviews.

For future Purple & Gold magazines, we are looking for your alumni updates as well as ideas for students, staff,
faculty, and activities to spotlight. If interested, email development@bguilfoyle.org. Stay in touch with the BG
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community, and share your story!

